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From time to time, I have parishioners ask if I write my own homilies or 

use a “pre written” one off the internet. As challenging as it gets at 

times, I do write my own, however I may borrow a thought, or a 

paragraph when appropriate to the scripture readings. 

This week someone shared something from social media that I think is 

fitting of today’s Gospel. I am borrowing some of it and I don’t know 

the author. 

“We don’t raise our kids in church so they grow up to be perfect. We 

don’t raise our kids in church because it magically makes them unable 

to sin or holier-than-thou.” 

“We do however raise our kids in church so WHEN they mess up and 

WHEN they fall short, they know just who to run to.    So, they know 

that their Lord and Savior will NEVER leave nor forsake them no matter 

how big or small their mess up might be.    So. they know that there is 

absolutely NOTHING in this world they could do that our Savior’s blood 

hasn’t already covered.” 

“I will never apologize for raising my children in the church. I will never 

apologize for making sure our family makes church a priority over 

anything else.” 

 

We are currently at the halfway point of Lent. It is one of the best times 

of the year to reflect on how we are living our lives, to reflect on our 

sins and a time to reconcile them. It’s a time to change from any bad 

habits we may have and seek forgiveness from our Lord. 



We all commit sins, some of which are more grave than others. So, 

what happens if we continue through life and do not seek forgiveness 

of our sins, especially the grave ones? 

Scriptures says there is a heaven and a hell. God created each and 

every one of us to be in heaven with him. However, he gave each of us 

the freewill to choose evil over good. 

 

The catechism’s statement on hell is: … The state of definitive self-

exclusion from communion with God, it is reserved for those who 

refuse by their own free choice to believe and be converted from sin, 

even to the end of their lives. 

This brings us to today’s Gospel where the younger son asked for all his 

inheritance. He departed from his father as if to say you are dead and I 

no longer need you. He went off and lead a life of sin, even grave sins 

to the point he broke down and realized he needed his father.  

His father always kept an eye out hoping some day the son would 

return. Upon seeing him in a distance the father began celebrating and 

had others prepare a feast for him. The older son who always remained 

obedient to his father, became angry, resentful and distanced himself 

from the celebration. 

The Gospel has three important messages: 

First; Our heavenly Father has endless forgiving grace for us, no matter 

where we have been in life. 

Second; We must come back to The Father and reconcile our sins and 

get back in grace with him before it’s too late.  

 



Third; Even if we are like the obedient son most of our life, we still have 

a breaking point, we mess up and fall into sin becoming more distant 

from the Father, than he desires for us. 

We all need The Father’s endless love and forgiveness. 

We all have nailed our Lord to the cross with our sins… 

Yet, His arms are always open and ready to prepare a feast for each of 

us.  

What are we doing to reconcile and prepare our souls for a seat at His 

banquet table? 

 


