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A young couple moved into a new neighborhood. The next morning 

while eating breakfast, the young woman saw the neighbor hanging her 

wash out to dry. “That laundry is not very clean,” she said. “She doesn’t 

know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.” 

Her husband looked on, but remained silent. Every time her neighbor 

hung wash to dry, the young woman repeated her observations about 

the dirty laundry.  

About a month later, the woman was surprised to see nice clean wash 

on the line and said to her husband: “Look, she has learned how to 

wash correctly. I wonder who taught her?” 

The husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned our 

windows.” 

God has given us many gifts which include, sight, ability to think, ability 

to hear and speak. It seems ironic that one of these greatest gifts, 

speech, is the one that most often gets us into the most trouble. 

The season of lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday. Please check 

page 5 in today’s bulletin or our Pastoral Region website for schedule of 

Confessions & Mass times. 

If we examine Luke’s Gospel today it sets us up for the season of Lent. .  

Luke asked, “Can a blind person guide a blind person?”  

“Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not 

perceive the wooden beam in your own?” 



This is how it is when we are spiritually blind and trying to lead 

someone else. There are some who believe these verses mean we 

should make sure we are not following blind guides, while that is true, I 

think first and foremost it applies to us, that you and I should make 

sure we are not the blind guides. 

Far too many of us love to apply Scriptures to everyone else but 

ourselves. We hear a homily and think, “I sure wish so and so had heard 

that…. They really needed it.” 

We should not teach Scripture to others… or try to correct someone 

else’s sin… until we have corrected ourselves first. We must get rid of 

the sins in our lives that we are conveniently ignoring before we can 

help someone get rid of the sin in their life…. Don’t overlook our own 

failures by focusing on the failures of others. 

It's not just the failures of others… it’s also the insignificant concerns 

we focus on instead of the glaring sins in our life.  

How sad it is that we get worked up about politics… sports… and the 

weather, yet ignore the glaring deficiencies of our own souls.  

The things we get upset about are trivial compared to our spiritual 

needs. 

Satan loves to keep our attention on anything else, as long as we don’t 

fix the sin in our lives.  

When was the last time you were more concerned about the sin in your 

life, than you were about your bank and retirement accounts?  

When was the last time you were more concerned about your spiritual 

failure than the failure of a project?  

When was the last time you had a broken heart over your spiritual 

needs more than your physical wants? 



If we are spiritually blind, how can we lead others toward the Lord?  

If we can’t see our own faults, why do we point out others faults? 

If we have judging in our hearts, we will speak judgment on others. Do 

you leave the judging up to the one true judge, Jesus? 

“Do you see the hypocrisy we all live in every day?” 

That’s not my word, it’s the word of Jesus used in today’s Gospel.  

We tell people how concerned we are about so many things yet we 

don’t give a second thought about the wounds of sin covering our soul. 

We may have lost some of our spiritual sight... This is why it is so 

important to go in for our regular eye exams with Jesus, our spiritual 

eye doctor, and ask him to check our vision.   

Several days ago, I had eye surgery and as it is healing, I still have some 

unclear spots. It may be that I still have part of that beam in my eye.  

This Lent I need to set up an eye exam with Jesus, our spiritual eye 

doctor, so I don’t lead others off of a cliff, because if I do, will God hold 

me accountable?  

This is why it is so important to go in for regular eye exams with Jesus, 

our spiritual eye doctor and teacher. 

How will you improve your spiritual vision throughout Lent? 

 

 


