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Do you remember that scene near the end of the Wizard of Oz where Dorothy and 

the Scare Crow and the Tin Man and the Lion finally encounter the Wizard, whose 

booming voice they hear in flames and thunder and clouds of smoke? And then, 

Dorothy’s dog, Toto, pulls back a green curtain exposing the man and the machinery 

behind the Wizard’s voice. And now, revealed for who he is, the Wizard shouts, “Pay no 

attention to that man behind the curtain!” 

The story of the Transfiguration of Jesus is something like that  – except it’s 

the exact opposite!… 

When Jesus is transfigured before Peter, John and James, the curtain of his 

humanity is pulled aside. But unlike the unveiling of the Wizard of Oz, what’s revealed 

here is the truth, not the sham. When the curtain of Christ’s humanity is pulled back 

his divinity is revealed. The Wizard told Dorothy and her friends: “pay no attention to 

the man behind the curtain” but Jesus invites us to do exactly just the opposite. The 

curtain is pulled back precisely so that Jesus’ friends might see him for who he 

is, and pay attention to the man he is, to the Lord he is over our lives, and in our lives. 

Dorothy and her friends followed the yellow brick road to Oz. Peter, James and John 

went up to the top of the mountain. Where do you and I go to look for the Lord? 

That’s the homily for today… I have other information for you today. 

First, I want to express my thanks for all who have stopped me to tell me how 

much they will miss me and how they wish I would be staying. Most ask me what I am 

feeling about the new assignment. To be honest, initially I was not too happy and may 

still be not too happy with the new assignment. However, I have accepted it and feel 

much better because I have. I promised obedience to my bishop, but I believe the new 

assignment is also what God is calling me to.  

Second, when I leave here on July 1, I become a parochial vicar in another Family 

of Parishes. My responsibilities will be to the pastor and parishioners of that Family of 

Parishes. I will not be able to come back to our parishes for weddings, funerals, 

baptisms, etc. I will have those assigned to me in my new Family of Parishes. 
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For my scheduled weddings in our parishes after July 1st, the four priests 

assigned here will celebrate them. In fact, I had a meeting with the four priests this past 

Friday, and they have already split up the weddings between themselves. I will contact 

each couple that I am preparing and give them the priest who will be witnessing their 

wedding before I leave. After July 1st, you will meet with them so you can get know each 

other before your wedding. 

Thirdly, in the next few months before July 1st, Fr. Kohn will be meeting with 

parish staff, parish leaders, and parishioners, presenting and asking for input on a 

number things that must be decided by July 1st, like mass schedules, how each parish 

will expense mutual cost (like Priest’s salaries), confession schedules, where assigned 

priests will live, joint meetings of parishes in the Family of Parishes, etc. 

Fourthly, Fr. Kohn asked me to announce the following: We have some exciting 

news regarding our new Family of Parishes. The Lord is good! The Sisters of the 

Children of Mary will be coming to our Family of Parishes in August. The foundress of 

this order is originally from Shelby County. Their charism includes increasing love and 

devotion for our Eucharistic Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. They will initially be 

moving to the rectory at Sidney sometime in August.. What other parishes do you know 

that have sisters living within their boundaries? This is exciting for each parish in our 

Family of Parishes! 

Next, after attending a recent meeting of 8th graders and their parents this past 

week, I need to reiterate the Church’s teaching on the obligation to attend and 

participate at Mass: "Sunday is the day on which the paschal mystery is celebrated in 

light of the apostolic tradition and is to be observed as the foremost holy day of 

obligation in the universal Church." Moreover, "On Sundays and other holy days of 

obligation, the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass...”. Therefore, the 

Catechism teaches, "Those who deliberately fail in this obligation commit grave sin", 

and grave sin is indeed mortal sin. Mortal sin takes us from a state of grace to a state of 

separation from God and others and must be confessed before receiving Holy 

Communion. Watching a livestream Mass does not fulfill this obligation. Those who 
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have serious illness, who do not venture from their homes, or other life threatening 

issues are excused from this obligation. But you are not excused if just decide not to 

attend for whatever reason. I understand I am not speaking to those who need to hear 

this message, you are here at Mass, but you have adult children and family who are 

parents who are not attending Sunday Mass weekly. Please remind them of this 

obligation. It is even more serious when children are involved. 

Finally, as I have mentioned before, our Archdiocese celebrated its’ bicentennial 

last year. A part of that celebration was the creation of two books: Treasures of the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati, a celebration of the great beauty of many of the churches 

and holy places across our Archdiocese, and Seeking the Lord, a graphic, illustrated 

history of the Archdiocese for both children and adults. In the Treasures book not all 

churches were included due to size of the book, unfortunately Ss. Peter & Paul church 

was one of those churches. If we ordered a certain amount of the Treasures we could 

feature our parishes on the inside front and back cover. So, that’s what I did. I have 

placed a sample copy of both books in the East entrance at St. Michael’s and the main 

entrance at Ss. Peter & Paul. We are selling them for the cost to us, the Treasures book 

is $30 and the Seeking the Lord book is $15. We will sell them out of the parish office 

center beginning Monday. There’s a very limited quantities of books and there will be 

no reprinting. You may ask why now? Well, we were told them would arrive by last 

October, however, as I understand, they have been sitting on a container ship and were 

just delivered to us last month. 

 

 


