
Who will be saved? For most of us, that means who will be in heaven? Will you or I be in 

heaven? These are the kinds of questions that Jesus generally dislikes. Instead, Jesus invites us to 

follow Him. If we trust Him and try to follow Him, then we don’t get concerned about who will be 

saved. Our concern is simply trying to follow the Lord.  

The first reading today, from the Prophet Isaiah, tells us that the Lord comes to save everyone. 

There is sometimes a great controversy about whether all people can be saved—but again, this seems 

to miss what Jesus concern is. Jesus seems only concerned about whether you and I will follow Him. If 

someone does not follow Him, that is not for us to judge.  

For some of us who are older, concern about salvation was an important motivating element in 

many lives. Today, perhaps, there is too little attention given to salvation. It really is not about 

salvation as an objective kind of reality. Rather, it is about being a follower of Jesus and trying to live 

as He invites us to live.  

This is the link between the first reading and the Gospel. The challenge for you and for me is to 

follow the Lord, to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Perhaps in the past there was a huge emphasis put on 

the fear of hell—and that somewhat deformed the message of our loving Lord. Today, far too many 

people do not even think about a life after this one, much less about whether there are any 

requirements at all to live eternal life.  

Jesus is very clear. Today’s Gospel tells us to try to use the narrow gate! Some of this language 

is simply a style of speaking. Nevertheless, we know that we must strive to love God above all things, 

with all of our being. And we must strive to love our neighbors as ourselves. There are teachings of 

Jesus. Jesus tells us that those who keep His commandments are the ones who do the will of His 

Father. We cannot water down the teachings of Jesus to simply trying to be a nice person! The 

Kingdom of Heaven is much more than that!  

Our second reading from the Letter to Hebrews continues to urge us to accept a certain 

discipline in our living because such discipline is necessary to follow the Lord.  

Today, then, we are invited to reflect on eternal life and what it means for us. We are invited to 

think about salvation and what that might mean for us. We are urged to begin to live the teachings of 

our Lord Jesus. Finally, we must spend some time praying about what it might mean to lose salvation 

and to end up in hell. None of us like to think about that but it is one of the possible endings of our 

life. May the Lord draw us to Himself and give us courage to walk in His ways for all eternity. 


