
There was a business person who worked from home but every couple of weeks had to 

travel to the big city to meet with his boss in the main office. During lunch, he would walk the 

streets of the city and pass the same homeless person covered in dirt begging. 

There was a young woman, newly hired, who sat by herself in the company’s cafeteria.  

Co-workers noticed that she wore dated clothing and sometimes looked like she hadn’t slept 

in a couple of days. She had difficulty fitting it. 

There was a transfer student who arrived at his new high school mid-year. He had been 

bullied in his previous school. He kept to himself and missed his friends greatly. 

There was a group of parishioners who planned the parish’s annual Christmas event. A 

new family in the parish wanted to volunteer to help, they were very involved in their previous 

parish. They were told that they were not needed. 

There was a pastor who tried to meet all the demands of his staff while avoiding as 

much conflict as possible. The pastor now questions his ability to lead the parish’s staff with 

the recent resignations, quarrels, and dissension among the staff. 

Am I concerned about what happens to others? The readings today teach us clearly that 

we must have concern about what happens to others. And so often we don’t have that 

concern. So often our following of Christ concerns itself only with what happens to us or to our 

immediate family and friends. Jesus wants us to keep our eyes, our ears and our hearts open 

to the suffering of others. 

The Gospel shows us that it is too late to think about this after we have already died. 

The moral of that story is now is the time to think about how our way of life and how our 

actions and thoughts affect others. Don’t wait! Right now we must begin to think. 

Lots of people today push the rest of us to think about ecological issues and about how 

our use of the physical realities of this world affects others. This is an important consideration. 

Surely, however, it is even more important to think about how all of our moral decisions touch 

the lives of others, how our decisions in politics affect others, how our decisions about wars 

and taxes and immigration affect others also. The point of a homily is never to push one point 

of view but to insist that we must listen to the Word of God and then use that Word as our 



guide in making decisions about every aspect of our lives, both personal and in community and 

in our relationships with our world. 

Today the Word of God insists in the first reading from the Prophet Amos that those 

who have a very comfortable life and ignore the needs of others will eventually have to live 

with the results of that uncaring attitude. The Gospel from Saint Luke reflects the same 

teaching: we cannot ignore that which is in front of us: we must listen to the cry of the poor 

and the oppressed. 

The Scriptures don’t give us an easy answer because there never is an easy answer to 

the cry of the poor and the oppressed. Each of us must take the time to listen to that cry first 

and then try to respond to the cry. We can remember St. Teresa of Calcutta, Mother Teresa, 

who never felt a call to change the social system but did feel a call to try to help those who 

were dying. At her canonization, Pope Francis spoke of her:  "Mother Teresa, in all aspects of 

her life, was a generous dispenser of divine mercy, making herself available for everyone 

through her welcome and defense of human life, those unborn and those abandoned and 

discarded." The Holy Father continued: "She bowed down before those who were spent, left 

to die on the side of the road, seeing in them their God-given dignity. She made her voice 

heard before the powers of this world, so that they might recognize their guilt for the crime of 

poverty they created." Other saints have responded in different ways and some have tried to 

change social systems. The challenge is simply to respond to the Word of the Lord. 

We can hear the Lord calling us today to respond in the same way described in the 

second reading, from the First Letter to Timothy: pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 

patience, and gentleness. May our gentle Lord Jesus give us this desire and the strength to 

pursue it. 

 


