Funeral Liturgy

QOutside Easter Season

First Readings - Old Testament Readings

A reading from the Book of Wisdom. (3:1-9)

The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God,
no torment shall ever touch them.

In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die,
their going looked like a disaster,

their leaving us, like annihilation;

but they are at peace.

If they experienced punishment as men see it,

their hope was rich with immortality;

slight was their affliction, great will their blessings be.
God has put them to the test

and proved them to be worthy with him;

he has tested them like gold in a furnace,

and accepted them as a holocaust.

When the time comes for his visitation they will shine out;
as sparks run through the stubble, so will they.

they shall judge nations, rule over peoples, and

the Lord will be their king forever.

They who trust in him will understand the truth,
those who are faithful will live with him in love;

for grace and mercy await those he has chosen.

The Word of the Lord!



A reading from the Book of Wisdom (4:7-15)

The virtuous person, though he die before his time, will find rest.
Length of days is not what makes age honourable,

nor number of years the measure of life;

understanding, this is man's grey hairs, untarnished life, this is ripe old age.
He has sought to please God, so God has loved him;

as he was living among sinners, he has been taken up.

He has been carried off so that evil may not wrap his understanding
or treachery seduce his soul;

Coming to perfection in so short a while, he achieved long life;

his soul being pleasing to the Lord,

he has taken him quickly from the wickedness around him.

Yet people look on, uncomprehending;

it does not enter their heads that grace and mercy await

the chosen of the Lord, and protection, his holy ones.

The word of the Lord

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by your name, you are mine.

Should you pass through the sea, I will be with you;
Or through the rivers, they will not swallow you up.
Should you walk through fire, you will not be scorched
and the flames will not burn you.

For I am the Lotd, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.

The Word of the Lord.



A reading from the Book of Sirach

Let us praise the illustrious,

our ancestors in their successive generations.
Here is a list of the generous

whose good works have not been forgotten.
In their descendents there remains

a rich inheritance born of them.

Their descendents stand by their covenants and
thanks to them, so do their children's children.
Their offspring will last forever,

their glory will not fade.

Their bodies have been buried in peace,

and their names live on for all generations.
The peoples will proclaim their wisdom,

the assembly will celebrate their praise.

The word of the Lord.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah (25:6-9)

On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples a banquet of rich

tood. On this mountain he will remove the mourning veil covering all peoples, and

the shroud enwrapping all nations, he will destroy death forever.

The Lord will wipe away the tears from every cheek; he will take away his people's

shame everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so. That day, it will be said: See, this

is our God in whom we hoped for salvation; the Lord is the one in whom we hoped.

We exult and we rejoice that he has saved us.

The word of the Lord.



A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes: (3:1-7,11)

For everything, there is a season,

and a time for every matter under heaven.

A time to be born, and a time to die;

A time to plant, and a time to root up what is planted;
A time to break down and a time to build up;

A time to weep and a time to laugh;

A time to mourn and a time to dance;

A time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;
A time to seek, and a time to lose;

A time to keep and a time to discard,;

A time to tear, and a time to sew;

A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

God has made everything suitable for its time.

The word of the Lord.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah (12,2-6)

Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear,

tfor the Lord is my strength, my song, he became my Saviour.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!

Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!

Declare the greatness of his name! Sing a psalm to the Lord,

for he has done glorious deeds, make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is
the Holy One of Israel.

The word of the Lotd.



A reading from the second Book of Maccabees (12: 43-46)

Judas, the ruler of Israel,

took up a collection among all his soldiers,

amounting to two thousand silver drachmas,

which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice.
In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way,
inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view;

for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again,

it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in death.
But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward

that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness,

it was a holy and pious thought.

Thus he made atonement for the dead

that they might be freed from this sin.

The word of the Lotrd.

A reading from the Book of Job (19:1, 23-27a)

Job answered Bildad the Shuhite and said:

Oh, would that my words were written down!
Would that they were inscribed in a record:

That with an iron chisel and with lead

they were cut in the rock forever!

But as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives,
and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust;
Whom I myself shall see:

my own eyes, not anothet's, shall behold him;
And from my flesh I shall see God;

my inmost being is consumed with longing.

The word of the Lord.



A reading from the Book of Lamentations (3:17-20)

My soul is deprived of peace,

I have forgotten what happiness is;

I tell myself my future is lost,

all that I hoped for from the LORD.

The thought of my homeless poverty

is wormwood and gall;

Remembering it over and over

leaves my soul downcast within me.

But I will call this to mind,

as my reason to have hope:

The favors of the LORD are not exhausted,
his mercies are not spent;

They are renewed each morning,

so great is his faithfulness.

My portion is the LORD, says my soul;
therefore will I hope in him.

Good is the LORD to one who waits for him,
to the soul that seeks him;

It is good to hope in silence

tor the saving help of the LORD.

The word of the Lord.



A Reading from the Book of Prophet Ezekiel (37:12-14)

Therefore, prophesy and say to them:

thus says the Lord GOD:

Look! I am going to open your graves;

I will make you come up out of your graves,

my people, and bring you back to the land of Israel.
You shall know that I am the LORD,

when I open your graves

and make you come up out of them, my people!

I will put my spirit in you that you may come to life,
and I will settle you in your land.

Then you shall know that I am the LORD.

I have spoken; I will do it.

The Word of the Lord

A Reading from the Book of Prophet Micah

But as for me, I will look to the LORD,
I will wait for God my savior;

my God will hear me!

Do not rejoice over me, my enemy!
Though I have fallen,

I will arise; though I sit in darkness,

the LORD is my light.

I will endure the wrath of the LORD
because I have sinned against him,

until he pleads my case, and establishes my right.
He will bring me forth to the light;

I will see his righteousness.

The Word of the Lord



A reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel (12: 1-3)

In those days, I, Daniel, mourned

and heard this word of the Lord:

At that time there shall arise

Michael, the great prince,

guardian of your people;

It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress

since nations began until that time.

At that time your people shall escape,

everyone who is found written in the book.
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake;
Some shall live forever,

others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.
But the wise shall shine brightly

like the splendor of the firmament,

And those who lead the many to justice

shall be like the stars forever.

The word of the Lord.



