St. Teresa of Calcutta
Parish Council Minutes
September 25,2025

Present:  Father Peter, Rob Parkerson (President), Lisa Murphy-Cipolla (Vice-President), Cindy Niedbala (Secretary), Anne Marie Smith (Trustee)
Present on Zoom:  Cathy Cooke, Bob Healey, Claire LaCourse, Regina Wiegert
Guest:  Rod Stellar
Absent:  Mike Baldi, Cathy Jenkins (Trustee), Deacon Bill Kaiser, Deacon Larry Moneypenny
Opening Prayer
Father Peter opened the meeting with prayer at 6:06 p.m.

Approval of Minutes
Upon review of the June minutes, Bob Healey motioned to approve the minutes.  Lisa Murphy-Cipolla seconded.  Unanimous approval.

Car Show Discussion
Rod Stellar presented an overview of the history of the Parish Car Show and what is needed to conduct the Car Show going forward.  In his presentation, Rod stated that the challenges to Year 2 of the car show were a limited number of volunteers, the weather variability, and the limited number of cars due to weather conditions.  Despite these challenges, the Car Show was a success due to the large pedestrian traffic attendance. 

Rod has concerns regarding the planning and execution of the next car show.  The limited number of volunteers from St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish was concerning, adding to the frustration in planning the next show.  Rod reported that moving forward for the next Car Show, the parish must make a commitment to volunteerism.  This is the biggest event that the Parish holds and it takes about six (6) months of preparation—advertising both locally and within specialized car magazines like Hemmings Motor News. Rod wrote letters to all the car clubs in the state of Connecticut alerting them to this big event. The first year of the Car Show a banner was made, a fee ($250) needed to be paid in order to hang it up, and a food truck was contracted to come at an additional expense.

There were no parish high school students who availed themselves to help with table set up. Rod shared his concern about older volunteers carrying heavy tables out of the church hall and down into the parking lot. 
After discussion with Father Peter, Rod stated that if the planning committee could not get twenty (20) committed volunteers (10 from St. Joseph, 10 from Our Lady of Sorrows), then the Car Show will not be held.  Rod continued to explain that the committee needs the 20 people and these people need to be involved with the planning and executing of the show from Day 1.  The committee cannot depend on volunteers outside of the immediate parish.  The committee needs the twenty (20) people to help contact those advertisers who will publicize the event.  Publicity and marketing for the Car Show needs many hands—committed to bringing the information to the public, to car magazines, and to various car club groups.  Posters to be designed, made, and distributed around the area.  

Rod is concerned that the former Essex Auto Club, which had supplied much of the advertising materials, is planning to regroup and request those materials to be returned.  As such, the Parish Car Show group will need to design and make all the materials to promote the upcoming car show.  Rod noted that this takes teamwork. He explained that an organizational meeting is planned for Sunday, October 26 at 1:00 p.m., following the noon Mass, at Our Lady of Sorrows Church.  Rod stated that a he has a crew of 3-4 people, but that is not enough to plan and execute all that is need to promote the car show. 

This is the first show of the car show season, the first Saturday in May.  This would encourage car owners to dust off their cars and get them out in the public.  

Further discussion followed regarding the number of small jobs required and the number of volunteers needed for the planning and coordinating of the car show.  Rod spoke about needing people to spread the word.  

Rob Parkerson suggested that parents of the students in the CCD program need to be invited to participate in volunteering for Parish events.  

Lisa Murphy-Cipolla suggested contacting various sport teams to assist with volunteering.

Discussion continued with the emphasis on following up with volunteers.  

Rod Stellar suggested that Confirmation students could be encouraged to assist with setting up and taking down tables on the day of the Car Show.

Advertising with a QR code was discussed, as a means to encourage people to sign up to volunteer.  Rod and Rob will meet later in the week to design a poster and develop the QR code for the poster. 

Rod noted that the owner of the food truck and the DJ need to be notified within the six-month planning period, so as to reserve their services for the Car Show.  Rod stated how important it is to have the volunteers, make a commitment to volunteering for the show, and keep to the desired date so these necessary services can be available. 

Officer Elections
Rob Parkerson stated that election of officers needs to take place.  He explained that Angie and John Paholski, as well as Cynthia Niedbala, have submitted their resignation effectively with the September 2025 meeting.  Mike Baldi, Cathy Cooke, and Bob Healey have terms that end in December 2025.  This leaves six vacancies for the Parish Council.  So, it’s important that the Council begin to advertise for people to join. It was recommended that an announcement be placed in the bulletin.  Discussion centered on Parish Council members speaking briefly at Mass about the role of a Parish Council member.  Claire LaCourse suggested setting up a table to advertise the components of the Parish Council.  Another suggestion was to have the lectors announce the openings during the Mass announcements.  Father Peter suggested that he would be willing to give some of his homily time for a council member to speak to the whole congregation.  Rob planned to email Parish Council members seeking a Mass where they would be willing to speak.

Voting for Officers
Rob noted that according to by-laws, the Council needs to vote for officers next month—president, vice president, recording secretary.  Rob Parkerson and Lisa Murphy-Cipolla agreed to continue in respective positions as President and Vice President.  The position of Parish Council secretary is open.  Anne Marie Smith suggested sending an email to all current Council members asking of any interest in holding office.

Old Business
Parish Picnic
Father Peter reported that the Parish Picnic was well-attended with at least 91 people, enjoying the food following the noon Mass on Sunday, September 21. Regina Wiegert recommended that more volunteers are needed to help in cleaning tables.

Proposed Questionnaire
Regina Wiegert has been working on a Survey to present to parishioners since Spring, 2025.  She stated it is for the purpose of getting ideas and suggestions from parishioners about what they would like provided and give them an opportunity to suggest ideas also.  It was suggested a note could be placed in the bulletin making parishioners aware of the Survey.  It was also suggested that Father Peter could mention the Survey at the Masses.  The survey would be placed in the back of the church with a container available for returned surveys.  No specific date was discussed for this to take place.  Questionnaires will be distributed to Council members for additional review.  



New Business
Regina suggested that a certificate of appreciation be awarded to Rod Stellar on his organization and coordination of the parish Antique Car Show. It was not determined who would present the certificate, but Regina offered to provide the certificate.  No final vote was discussed.

Closing Prayer
Father Peter closed the meeting with prayer at 7:11 p.m.

The next meeting is Thursday, October 16, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. Murtha Hall

Respectfully submitted,

Cynthia (Cindy) Niedbala
