
St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish Council 

December 12, 2019 

 

Present:  Father Peter, Kevin Brough (Co-President), Joe DiRenzo (Co-President), 

Cathy Jenkins (Co-Vice President), Deacon Bill Kaiser 

Sue Baker, Lana Bargnesi, Leah Bargnesi, Bill Collier, Cathy Cooke, Suzanne Fetter, 

Lily Gordon, Lino Grillo, Mike Joia, Marion Lynch, Cindy Niedbala, Madden Riley, 

Dianne Sexton, Annmarie Smith 

Absent:  Larry Bolanowski, Al Johnson, Joyce Leach, Deacon Larry Moneypenny, 

Maria Ruberto 

Public attendees:  Caitlin Riley, David Smith 

The meeting was called to order by Co-President Joe DiRenzo at 7:00 p.m. with an 

opening prayer by Father Peter. 

The minutes of the November 14, 2019 meeting of the St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish 

Council were reviewed and unanimously approved. 

Membership Roster/Length of Term 

Cindy reported that the membership roster will be completed and ready for distribution 

at the next Parish Council meeting. 

Finance/Building Committee Update 

Kevin Brough reported that the Finance and Building Committees have reviewed the 

parish properties.  The findings indicated that the fuel expense for sustaining the St. 

Joseph Parish Center building are exhaustive and steps are being planned to reduce 

energy costs.   The short-term plans call for keeping the center open for major events, 

such as the Christmas Fair and the Friday Fish-Fry, and closed for all other events, 

inclusive of parish council meetings.  The long-term plans call for researching what the 

best plan for the building, property, and parish will be.  The Finance and Building 

Committee will be pursuing this investigation.  Suzanne Fetter mentioned that 

Eversource could assist with an energy savings audit.  Kevin noted that the committee 

was aware of this resource.   

Sunday Evening Mass 

A discussion was held regarding the reinstitution of the Sunday 5:00 p.m. Mass at Our 

Lady of Sorrows Church.  Father Peter believes that it is important to encourage all 

parents to attend Mass, noting that the children will not attend Mass if the parents do 

not attend.  Deacon Bill Kaiser reported on the study that he and Father Peter 

conducted soon upon Father Peter’s arrival.  Both noted that a limited number of 

parishioners attended that 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass and that the financial contribution 



was limited.  Father Peter noted that current parishioners are secure in following the 

Mass schedule and any change may further deter parishioner attendance.  The youth 

members of the Parish Council were polled and the consensus was that the 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Mass at St. Mark Church fit their family schedule. Father concluded the 

discussion by noting that he will bring this discussion to the next meeting with the CCD 

parents, to gain a clearer view of interest and/or need.  Kevin supported Father’s 

comment, indicating the need to speak to CCD parents, to engage them at Mass, and to 

encourage active ministry participation. 

St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish Website 

Father Peter reported that the parish website is a viable and engaging website.  He 

would like to have the Parish Council minutes published on the website.  Cindy agreed 

to meet with Father Peter to share and publish the minutes. 

Youth Instagram Communication 

Madden Riley explained that there is a new Instagram account that can be linked to 

Facebook.  The account has been made a business page and made public.  

#stocparish is the hashtag for the Instagram account. 

Other Business 

A Pot Luck Dinner, with coordination from the Knights of Columbus of both the Chester 

and Essex councils, is being considered for January.  Mike Joia supported this venture. 

Sue Baker requested assistance with putting the lights on the Christmas tree, outside of 

the rectory.  Lily Gordon volunteered her father to help. 

Cathy Cooke reported on a very successful Christmas Fair, with approximately 

$2700.00 earned through the basket raffles. 

Kevin Brough and Joe DiRenzo signed the official by-laws for St. Teresa of Calcutta 

Parish Council.  Bill Collier is willing to send parish council members a copy.  He will 

need individual email addresses. 

Closing Prayer 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. with a closing prayer led by Deacon Bill Kaiser. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the St. 

Joseph Church Rectory. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by  

 

__________________________ 

Cynthia Niedbala, Recording Secretary  


