
St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish Council Minutes 

June 11, 2020 via Zoom 

 

Present:  Father Peter, Kevin Brough (Co-President), Joe DiRenzo (Co-President), 

Mike Joia (Co-Vice President), Cindy Niedbala (Recording Secretary), Deacon Bill 

Kaiser 

Members:  Sue Baker, Lana Bargnesi, Leah Bargnesi, Larry Bolanowski, Cathy Cooke, 

Suzanne Fetter, Al Johnson, Lino Grillo, Joyce Leach, Marion Lynch, Madden Riley, 

Dianne Sexton 

Absent: Bill Collier (Trustee), Lilly Gordon, Cathy Jenkins (Co-Vice President), Deacon 

Larry Moneypenny, Maria Ruberto, Annmarie Smith (Trustee) 

Public Attendees:  Maria Bargnesi 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Co-President Kevin Brough with Father 

Peter leading the meeting in prayer.  

Review of Minutes 

Kevin called for a review of the March 12, 2020 Parish Council minutes.  Mike Joia 

motioned to accept the minutes.  Larry Bolanowski seconded the motion. The minutes 

were unanimously approved 

Welcome and Thank You 

Kevin Brough welcomed all members and thanked Father Peter and Deacon Bill and 

Deacon Larry for providing the live-stream masses during the quarantine period. In 

discussion about the filming of the masses and prayer sessions, Father Peter reported 

that Ed McCaffery has done all the filming himself.  Council members recommended 

that Ed be honored for supporting the spiritual needs of the parish.  Several ideas were 

discussed—gift certificate and papal blessing.  Lino Grillo volunteered to purchase a 

$100 gift certificate to the Griswold Inn with council members reimbursing Lino in due 

time.  Larry recommended that Caitlyn Riley be contacted to secure the application for 

the papal blessing. 

Additionally, Kevin commended parishioners for stepping up to financially support the 

parish during this time.   

Joe DiRenzo reported that twelve (12) members of the Ladies Guild have committed to 

a letter writing program to fifty-one (51) homebound parishioners to keep them 

connected to the parish.  He wondered aloud about what plans the parish and/or the 

parish council considered for long-term programs to keep the homebound connected to 

the parish, as the parish moves forward with the environmental changes.  Kevin 

responded with gratitude for the Ladies Guild to attend to the homebound parishioners.  



Resumption of Masses 

Father Peter reported that daily mass resumed on Monday, June 8.  The masses are 

held at St. Joseph Church, Monday-Saturday at 8:30 a.m.  Attendance each day has 

averaged between 15-20 people.   

Discussion ensued regarding the resumption of Sunday mass. Father Peter anticipated 

a return to Sunday mass by June 20, 2020, with the return to the former weekend Mass 

schedule (St. Joseph Church 4 p.m. Saturday, OLOS 5:30 p.m. Saturday, St. Joseph 10 

a.m. Sunday, OLOS 8:30 a.m., 12:00 noon Sunday).  Once the weekend mass 

schedule is in place, the daily mass schedule will return to the alternate daily schedule 

(Monday, Wednesday, Friday—8:30 a.m. OLOS, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday—8:30 

am. St. Joseph). 

Several questions were raised regarding the specific guidelines for Mass attendance. 

Father Peter reported that he is waiting for guidance from the Norwich Diocese.  He has 

posted guidelines on the parish website.  Kevin noted that the website contains a video 

that explains health and safety guidelines for Mass attendance.  Larry Bolanowski 

inquired whether parishioners will sign-up to attend Mass, to keep the numbers within 

the guidelines.  Joe DiRenzo inquired about a sign-in sheet for those attending Mass, to 

address the contact tracing approach.  Father Peter noted that he will follow the 

guidelines established by the Norwich Diocese. 

Larry noted that there are resources such as Mass on television via EWTN or through 

the internet at the ShrineofDivineMercy.org for those unable to attend.  Additionally, 

Larry recommended that the prayer for An Act of Spiritual Communion be published in 

the bulletin, for those parishioners who are concerned about receiving the Eucharist at 

this time.   

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament.  I love You 

above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace 

You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to 

be separated from You.  Amen 

Father Peter reported that Ed McCaffery will continue to film Mass after the Sunday 

Mass has resumed.   

Meeting Dates 20-21 

Kevin reported that this parish council meeting is the last meeting for the 2019-2020 

year.  The parish council will continue to meet on the second Thursday of the month, 

resuming on September 10, 2020.  The May, 2021, parish council meeting will be 

rescheduled due to the celebration of Ascension Thursday.  The changes were 

unanimously approved. 



Parish Council Elections 

Kevin reviewed the guidelines for Parish Council elections.  He explained that during the 

second and third weekends of September, an announcement will be made at all 

weekend Masses that there will be vacancies on the Parish Council by October.  The 

number of vacancies and the term of service will be published.  The announcement will 

inform parishioners that they should contact either Father Peter or any Parish Council 

member, if they are interested in serving on the Parish Council.   

If the number of interested parishioners is equal to or less than the number of vacancies 

on the Parish Council, the voting members of the Parish Council can either vote by a 

simple majority to accept the interested parishioners as Parish Council members, or 

vote by simple majority to hold an election. 

If the number of interested parishioners exceeds the number of vacancies on the Parish 

Council or if the Parish Council decides to hold an election, then the annual parish 

election of new Parish Council members will take place during the weekend Masses on 

the first full weekend of December.  The candidates will be ranked by the number of 

total votes that each receives, and the available vacancies will be filled in order of 

ranking (first, second, third, etc.) until all vacancies are filled. 

Newly elected members of the Parish Council will begin their terms of service at the 

February meeting of the Parish Council.   

Other/New Business 

Mike Joia reported that the Youth Mission Trip has been postponed until 2021.  All 

families have been reimbursed their monies.  The fundraising for the 2021 trip is set to 

begin in September. 

Marion Lynch inquired about the posting of Parish Council minutes on the Parish 

website.  Cindy Niedbala reported that she posts the minutes after they are approved at 

the next month’s meeting.  Cindy recommended that she would send the June minutes 

out within the week, ask for review, and vote for approval so that the minutes can be 

posted by June 18, 2020.  All approved. 

Maria Bargnesi sought direction regarding the annual Parish Christmas Fair, noting 

that she sends invitations to vendors over Labor Day weekend in September.  It was 

decided that it is a little early to make the decision for holding the fair.  Father Peter will 

defer to the guidelines of the Norwich Diocese. 

Joyce Leach announced that Bishop Cote has given Father Peter permission to hold 

confirmation in the Parish.  Three dates in June have been set to accommodate the 

forty (40) confirmandi, following the guidelines for social distancing and safety 

Joyce shared that a parent had concerns regarding the receiving of the Eucharist.  

Father Peter noted that person needs to seek him out to discuss the concerns.  



Joe DiRenzo offered a special thank you to all the Parish Council members for their 

efforts to work collaboratively, to bring the parish together, and to develop the merged 

Council.   

Closing Prayer 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. with a closing prayer led by Deacon Bill Kaiser.  

The next meeting will be held at Murtha Hall, Our Lady of Sorrows Church, on 

Thursday, September 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by 

__________________________ 

Cynthia Niedbala, Recording Secretary 


