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Advent Prayer 
 

In this season of waiting,  

renew my joy in this  

moment so that I do not 

miss Your presence  

in this time and place. 

 

Prepare my heart.   

Open my mind  

and awake my soul  

so that  I might recognize  

the subtle ways  

You interact in my days. 

 

Show me the beauty  

of anticipation and help me 

find You in all I encounter  

on this journey. 

 

Quiet my wants and desires 

and instill a patience in me 

that I might hear Your 

voice . 

 

Teach me to be still  

and watchful for the mo-

ments You need me to do 

Your work. 

 

Help me trust Your timing. 

Amen 

We hate waiting. We sit in waiting rooms and complain about the wait. 

We stand in lines and complain about the wait.  We wait at lights and all 

too quickly honk our horns.  We drive in the fast lane because we need 

to get someplace quicker than everyone else, and get angry when someone else tries 

to pass us – how dare they think they need to get somewhere faster.  Traffic jams and road 

construction turn us into sulking children.    
 

As a society we’ve created 24-hour store hours, news channels that blast information 

at us all day long, the latest movies and tv shows are on demand, and we are so impa-

tient, we created self-checkouts because we don’t want to wait (as if we are faster at 

swiping a bar code than a person who does it all day).  We want to be first in line to get “the 

best”. We crave to be the first to know the big news and first to spread it. We check 

our phones continuously – select next day shipping, self-diagnose our ailments on the 

web (everyone can’t be suffering from the rare water allergy or FAS Foreign accent syndrome).  

We only read in bits and pieces and talk in sound bites – reciting “information” we’ve 

heard other places.  In short, we are looking for the fastest way to live our lives – rac-

ing towards an imaginary finish line.  In our impatience we are noise!  One must won-

der how would we ever hear God through that din, let alone, the needs of our sisters 

and brothers in Christ. 

That’s why we need this Holy Season of Advent – this season where we are forced to 

remember we have to wait.  Is it going to take work to slow down?  Yes!  Patience is a 

learned virtue (my mother often talked this phrase AT me.)  Are you going to feel like you 

are wasting time? Yes!  But if bible history has taught us anything, its that God answers 

prayers when HIS timing is right.  Noah waited 40 days, Joseph waited 13 years, Abra-

ham waited 25 years, Moses waited 40 years, Jesus 

waited 33 years – so you are in good company.  That 

is the intent of the guide this year — to help you en-

joy waiting.  Not only does it show you all the pro-

grams we are offering to make your season…umm…

seasonable but to offer you little ways to silence the 

noise of our impatience to witness the beauty of 

God’s world – He is Worth the Wait. 

 

   Happy Advent!  

                                                                        Laura 

Via Laura 
Pen Point 
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       The First Week of Advent                   11/28/21      

 

Marking the passage of 

time is what we do as 

humans. Using calen-

dars, timers, clocks, 

and watches we are 

constantly keeping 

track of and measuring 

time. No wonder the Advent wreath plays such 

a prominent role in most of our recollections 

of Advents from our past. 

The Advent wreath is not specifically Catholic 

and actually originated with Lutherans in Ger-

many during the sixteenth century. In the be-

ginning, it had twenty-four candles and kept 

track of time much like our Advent calendars 

filled with chocolates today, with candles for 

each weekday in addition to the Sundays. As 

time went by, the wreath developed into the 

common form we see today of four candles, 

but variations of the wreath still exist in many 

different Christian communities.  The most com-

mon form we see today has a wreath with three 

purple/blue and one pink candle. When all four 

candles are finally lit, the hour of Christmas is 

then close at hand.   
 

Will you have an Advent wreath in your own 

home this year? It does not have to be a real 

wreath and it can have any size candles. Four 

votive lights in a circle or even in a row on the 

mantle will do. The point is the marking of time, 

which keeps us mindful of the approaching Na-

tivity. Any device that helps us stay on track 

with our Advent preparation is good for us to 

use. It can be a wreath of candles for the family 

and Advent calendars of chocolate for the chil-

dren. On second thought, a calendar full of little 

windows offering chocolate, sounds too good to 

be true. A wreath for the family and chocolates 

for EVERYBODY!  © LPi 

We Prepare & Plan  

The Prophecy Candle                                          . 
 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.”  But why do we light just one candle?    

 

This candle reminds us of the light of hope that the prophets had in their expectations of a Messi-

ah who would bring peace to the world.  Here is what the prophets hoped for when they thought 

and prayed about what God would do for his people.  “The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone.  For a child is born to 

us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God

-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.  His dominion is vast and forever peaceful… (Isaiah 9:1, 5-6) 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; the young woman, pregnant and about to bear a 

son, shall name him Emmanuel. “ (Isaiah 7:14) 

Prepare my heart.   
Open my mind and awake my soul so that  

I might recognize the subtle ways You interact in my days. 
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Advent is a season of waiting   

(something we don’t all excel at )  

but Sr. Janet Schaeffler, OP,  will help us discover how to   

Wait in Wonderous Expectation!  

 

Janet Schaeffler, OP continues the ministry she 
was involved in for many years in parishes and 
as Director for Adult Faith Formation for the 
Archdiocese of Detroit, as she: •leads days of 
reflection/retreats, parish missions, and work-
shops/presentations •facilitates gatherings 
and retreats for communities of women reli-
gious •facilitates online courses for the Uni-

versity of Dayton, Boston College, and Vibrant Faith Cata-
lyst •serves as a pastoral services team member for RENEW 
International 

Janet created and publishes GEMS:  a monthly newsletter from 
an ongoing international best practices study on adult faith for-
mation.  She is the author of hundreds of articles and several 
publications. 

 

Janet was one of the 4-member team who wrote the Leader's 
Guide to accompany the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Plan for Adult 
Faith Formation, Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us. Janet has 
been an elected officer of the Executive Committee of NCCL, 
the National Conference for Catechetical Leadership. In April 
2010 Janet received the Distinguished Service Award in Cate-
chetics from NCCL.   
 

Janet has been named as one of the people who have made a 
"significant contribution" to the field of Christian religious edu-
cation in the North American context by the "Christian Educa-
tors of the 20th Century Project,” Talbot School of Theology, 
Biola University, La Mirada, CA   

RSVP by calling the Parish Office 586-468-8734 ext 100 by November 30 
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The Macomb Foster Closet is an all-volunteer nonprofit 

501c3 organization providing much-needed clothing and 

other essential items free to children in foster care and 

the amazing families that care for them. In addition, they 

also provide additional services throughout the year 

such as loaded school backpacks, birthday bags, Easter 

baskets, and holiday gifts.   They are located on North 

Rose Street in Mt Clemens in the Macomb County Family 

Resource building.  

Candleside 
Conversations  
 

As you light the first candle on the Advent 
wreath,  invite your family or friends to share 
their experiences of wonder.  

 

• Share a childhood memory of how your 
family prepared for Christmas. 
 

• In what areas of your life do you experi-
ence Joy getting ready for something?  
 

• How can you be more “awake” to what 
God wants from you and how your neighbors 
need you this Advent?  

Lighting candles in your 

home not a possibility?  
 

From kids to cats to medical reasons, some-

times an open flame isn’t an option.  So in-

stead of a wax candle, why not pick up four 

electric or battery-operated faux candles or 

lanterns.  They are available at many stores in 

a variety of options and prices.   
 

Another thought:  Put one in your car and 

take prayer drives.  It can be your commute to 

work, where you spend time talking to God 

and centering your day on Him or Take a drive 

through your neighborhood offing up prayers 

for all who live near you.  The candle might 

help you remember to pray. 

When making out your Christmas 
Cards, please consider sending some 
to those members of our parish who 
are not able to attend weekend Litur-
gies.  Pick up a list with addresses in 
the Parish Office or the church en-
trances! 

This year donations benefit 

Items Requested 

NEW winter coats  

    any kid size 

NEW winter hats 

NEW insulated gloves  

NEW packages  

          underwear  

          boys & girls sizes  

 
 

Gift Cards for:  

Target, Meijer,  

Walmart, Old Navy,   

McDonalds.  
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                                       O Come,  
                   Let Us  

                  Adore Him! 
                            A cheerful preparation 

                            to welcome Jesus  
 

Tuesday, November 30
th

  
6:30-8:00 pm in Church 

 
•This family session is required  
•All students are expected to attend.   
•At least one adult must accompany children  
                of each family. 
•Regular attendance will be taken as families arrive  
                at the Charbeneau Street Entrance 

 

 
 

What significance does the Advent 
season have for our Christian faith 
journey? 

Advent is a season of joyful anticipation and 
expectation. But for what specifically? Cer-
tainly not for the birth of the Christ Child—
that occurred more than two thousand years 
ago. This season links us with all those who 
lived in the era of longing for the coming of 
the Messiah. But he has come and lived 
among us.  
 

How do we continue to make that 
presence real in our world?  
 

Jesus himself set the agenda for us. We are 
to proclaim good news to the poor, liberty to 
captives, sight to the blind, provide food for 
the hungry, shelter for the homeless, free-
dom for those who are oppressed and 
abused. What would the Advent season look 
like if this, rather than materialism, was the 
main focus of our joyful anticipation and ex-
pectation? Try it and see what results. It may 
surprise all of us.   © LPi 

Surprise your family or 

yourself with Christmas 

cookies for breakfast on a 

weekday. 

 

 

T
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The Second Week of Advent  12/05/21       

We Anticipate  
Show me the beauty of anticipation  

and help me find You in all I encounter on this journey. 

The Bethlehem Candle                                          . 

 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.”  But why do we light just these two candles?    

 

This candle reminds us of the pregnant humble couple sent on an unwanted journey, at a very 

inconvenient time, on an uncomfortable donkey for transportation, to visit a tiny insignificant 

town to be registered in the census.  It builds on the story of the first candle, the prophecy candle. 

“But you, Bethlehem,  least among the clans of Judah,  from you shall come forth for me one who 

is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times.  Therefore, the Lord will give 

them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has…  He shall take his place as shepherd by 

the strength of the LORD, by the majestic name of the LORD, his God; and they shall dwell secure-

ly, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth: he shall be peace.” (Micah 5:2-4)  

God could have sent his son to a larger clan with riches abounding, with armies and servants to 

fulfill God’s whish to make all people His.  Instead he chose to have him live among those who 

would need him most, who would teach him the deepest lessons of humanity — he sent him to 

experience the frailness of life.  Nothing, no one is too small or insignificant to God. 

Do you remember having 
a Nativity scene, or 
crèche, set up in your 
house growing up as a 
child or perhaps you can 
recall visiting the crèche 

at church.  Whatever the case, we all know that it is 
that time of year when we see a manger filled with 
animals and figures from the Bible.  It was St. Fran-
cis of Assisi that created the first documented living 
Nativity scene in the 13th century and then that led 
to stationary scenes of terracotta figures in many 
Italian churches. These scenes were not specifically 
intended for Advent or Christmas, as they were 
often times on display all year round.  
 
In the 16th century, we began seeing Nativity 
scenes in the homes of wealthy Italian families. As 
the centuries went by, the practice spread through-
out Europe and beyond. Today, you can find Nativi-

ty sets made of all types of materials and in all parts 
of the world.  In Germany, particularly, the custom 
developed where the baby Jesus was withheld from 
the manger until Christmas.  Sometimes, only ani-
mals were placed in the manger, with various hu-
man figures making their debut as the days leading 
up to Christmas passed. To this day, many families 
maintain a tradition where a child of the family will 
ritually place the baby Jesus into the manger on 
Christmas day.  Oftentimes, the Magi appear on 
Epiphany as well.  There are no steadfast rules of 
how to display your crèche or of what materials it 
should be made. We should look at it the same way 
we look at displaying photos of our loved ones. The 
figures inside the manger remind us of the real peo-
ple and the real Jesus Christ. The scene helps us to 
be ever mindful of the great love God has for us: a 
love so great he would become one of us in the 
Incarnation.  © LPi 
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The Annual  

St. Vincent DePaul  

Christmas Collection 

The Weekend of  
December 4 & 5, 2021 

 

Use the designated St. Vincent DePaul envelope in 
your regular packet or pick one up at the entrance 

tables of church. 

May God Bless  
each and every one of you  
for all your generosities! 

 
 From the Women & Men  

of St. Louis St. Vincent de Paul Society 

 

Emmanuel!  
God is with us! 

Performed by the St. Louis Choirs 

Sunday,  

December 5 

at 3 pm in Church 

Admission: A non-perishable food item for our St. Vincent de Paul Pantry 
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Waiting in  
Joyful Hope 

 

Daily Reflections 
for Advent and 
Christmas 2021-
2022 
Catherine Upchurch 
 

Donation $1 per book 
 

Prepare spiritually for the coming of Christ 

with this popular and inviting annual guide. 

During the especially busy Advent and 

Christmas seasons, this book offers brief, 

down-to-earth reflections that bring prayer 

and Scripture into everyday life in a thought

-provoking and lasting way. Through Cathe-

rine Upchurch’s fresh and meaningful re-

flections on Lectionary readings from the 

weekday and Sunday Masses, readers will 

grow in their understanding of the word of 

God. This book will help busy people 

achieve their goal of enriching their prayer 

life during the seasons of Advent and 

Christmas . 

Read the Nativity story from Luke chapter 2. 

Talk about what it means that God became 

man. 

 

Collect twigs outside or purchase popsicle 

sticks from a local craft store. Make a manger 

and talk about the place where baby Jesus 

was born.  

 

Visit a local animal farm. Talk about what it 

was like for Jesus to be born in a stable. 

Ring Back the Joy! 

 

Friday, December 17 

at 7 pm in Church 
 

Tickets on sale now for $10 

Purchase Tickets in the Parish Office  or Linda Knopp 
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Advent Q&A 
 

How were the prophets able to predict  
the coming of Jesus, the Messiah? 

 

The first reading for the Sundays of Advent is taken 
from Old Testament prophetic literature (with the 
exception of  the reading from Samuel on the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent in Cycle B). These passages, along 
with most other prophetic literature, weren’t in-
tended as predictors of Jesus’ birth, life, and mis-
sion. 
 

It is unfortunate that prophecy is commonly under-
stood as predicting the future. A more accurate way 
to understand prophetic literature is to see it as ad-
dressing social, political, and religious issues of the 
day. By taking on the mind and heart of God, proph-
ets call people to more faithful covenant living.  
Modern-day prophets such as Gandhi, Martin Luther 
King, or Dorothy Day do the same.  So there are no 
predictions of Jesus in the Jewish Scriptures; rather, 
what we have is the reinterpretation of prophetic 
texts by followers of Jesus who understood these 
texts in a new light as a result of their Jesus experi-
ence and belief. The original texts, written at a spe-
cific time to address specific issues, were later rein-
terpreted and understood to contain other mean-
ings.  The process continues to our own day as we 
strive to apply the Scriptures to our twenty- first-
century faith reality. This is what makes the Bible a 
living text through which God continues to speak. 
Let us listen with open minds and hearts.     © LPi 

IDEA FOR RESPONSE:   

This week pick a person from the nativity and pray for or do something 

for people in your world that they represent.  For example:  If you chose 

Mary, do things for expectant mothers or if you chose a shepherd  pray 

for those who care for animals. 

Candleside 
Conversations  
 

As you light the first and second candle on  
the Advent wreath, invite your family to share  
their experiences of wonder.  

 

• What has been positive about Advent so far?  

 
• Do you know anyone who seems stuck in  
anxiety and discouragement?  
 

• How might God  
be calling you to reach out to them? 

Sunday Missals  

Available in the Sacristy  

or the Parish Office 

$5 per Booklet 
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St. Louis/St. Hubert’s Council Invites all 

The Offertory at Christmas 

Did you know that our Christmas offering  

stays here, in our parish? 
 

 

A typical weekly collection is taxed 7%, which goes to the Archdiocese 

of Detroit to fund the services they provide on a local and national 

level.  Christmas is different.  All monies collected as the “Christmas 

Collection” stay here for us to use for the upkeep, updating and uplift-

ing of our own parish community — it is part of our annual budget.  It is best to use the Christmas Envelope from your envelope 

mailing or a plain envelope marked “Christmas Collection”, with envelope number or Registered Parishioners name or you can use 

the Online Giving offered on our webpage.  

 

Here is another nice part, you don’t have to give it on Christmas Day.  As long as you specify your donation is for the Christmas 

Collection and have it in before January 8, 2022 it can still be applied.  You can place it in the collection basket, drop it off through 

the office carry-out window or use our online giving platform. We ask that you prayerfully consider the tax free advantage of the 

St. Louis Catholic Community Christmas Collection.                                                                        Thank You! 

St. Louis Catholic Community  
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WHY DO WE DO  THAT?     

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 
 

 

Question:   I've heard some people say that Jesus was 
"immaculately conceived" because he didn't have a bio-
logical father. But today we celebrate Mary. What do we 
mean by the "Immaculate Conception"?  

 

Answer: Sometimes this Catholic phrase can be con-

fused in popular media. The Immaculate Conception actu-
ally applies to Mary. We celebrate that she was conceived 
free of original sin. When the angel Gabriel appeared to 
Mary, he stated that she was "full of grace." Since God is 
outside of time, she was able to receive the graces of 
Christ's redemption. Mary did not experience the effects 
of the “Fall”. That doesn't mean she didn't have free will! 
At the Annunciation, Mary could have rejected Gabriel's 
invitation, just as Eve rejected God in the garden. With 
Mary's yes to God's plan, she is often called the New Eve, 
as Jesus is the New Adam. Their fidelity restores what was 
lost to us in the “Fall”.  © LPi 

Liturgy at St. Louis 

December 8 at 7 pm 

Liturgy at St. Hubert 

December 8 at 9 am Readings for December 8, 2021 

Immaculate Conception 
Gn 3:9-15, 20   Ps 98:1, 2-4       Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38  

First Reading: 

I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

and between your offspring and hers. (Gn 3:15a) 
 

Psalm: 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds.  

(Ps 98) 
 

Second Reading: 

He chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, 

to be holy and without blemish before him. (Eph 1:4) 
 

Gospel: 

Then the angel said to her, 

"Do not be afraid, Mary,  

for you have found favor with God. 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall name him Jesus." (Lk 1:30-31) 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.    The English translation of Psalm Responses 

from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International  

Sharing the 
Gospel 
Mary said, "Yes," to God, 

even though it would be 

hard. If she got pregnant, 

most people would not 

understand or believe 

her. She might lose her 

friends and her husband. 

Yet Mary trusted God 

with her life. She said, 

"Yes," because she knew 

God would take care of 

her. 

Mission  

Before you pray today, 

listen for things you 

should do differently. 

Then say, "Yes," to God and trust him to help you. 

Prayer 

God, help me to trust you like Mary did. 

©2008 - PO Box 510817, New Berlin, WI 53151-0817 - 1-800-950-9952 x2469 - LPiResourceCenter.com  
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       The Third Week of Advent   12/12/21             

We F ind Patience  
Quiet my wants and desires and instill  

a patience in me that I might hear Your voice . 

The Shepherds’ Candle                                          . 

 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.”  But why do we light these three candles?    

 

This candle, which is typically rose or pink, is used the third week of Advent to signify “Gaudete” 

which means “Rejoice”. It too, builds upon the story of the other two candles before it. 

“Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over 

their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I pro-

claim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a 

savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.”  (Luke 2:8-10)  

 

The Shepherds, unnoticed by the rest of the world, smelling of sheep and the fields, were the 

first to hear the glorious news of the Savior’s birth.  This reminds us further that Christ came for 

All people. 

Trees have always been used in human history 
for celebrations and storytelling.  Pagans and 
Romans both used evergreen trees in their vari-
ous seasonal celebrations, including the winter 
solstice. Some early Christian communities 
would use trees in morality plays, primarily re-
telling the story of Adam and Eve. Around 1000 
years ago, we can see evidence where house-
holds started using evergreen trees in seasonal 
decoration, particularly hanging them upside 
down from the ceiling or on a chandelier. In six-
teenth century Europe, mainly in Germany, we 
see depictions of something similar to the 
Christmas tree we have today.    
 

They often were adorned with food and fruit 
crafted from glass. The first Christmas trees 
came to England in the early 1800s and then 
spread to all the West after that.  Although the 
Christmas tree has not always been an Advent 
tradition in history, today most of us put up a 
tree long before Christmas arrives. There are still 

some families that continue to wait until 
Christmas morning for their tree to make its 
grand debut. But most of us use it as the focal 
point for our seasonal home decorations. How-
ever, there are ways to keep the Christmas 
celebration at bay while we focus on Advent 
preparations. Some households wait and deco-
rate the tree a little at a time as the weeks go 
by.  Perhaps ornaments that have no real reli-
gious significance but have sentimental value 
can be placed on the tree first. Religious sym-
bols can be held until Christmas.  Maybe the 
angel or star placed at the top of the branches 
can wait until Christmas Eve. Some families 
wait to light their tree until Christmas Eve as 
well.  One ritual that can be done, regardless of 
when you decorate your tree, is to say a prayer 
of blessing for your tree. It reminds all that this 
celebration is truly about God and not all the 
commercialism. Use your tree as a place for 
prayer all Advent long.      © LPi 
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C h r i s t m a s  

        Wafers  

Available in the sacristy for a dona-

tion of $1.   

The Oplatek or Christmas 

Wafer 

One of the most beautiful and 

most revered Polish customs is the "breaking of 

the oplatek." The use of the Christmas wafer 

(oplatek) is practiced not only by native Poles in 

Poland, but by people all over the world whose 

ancestors came from Poland.  The "oplatek" is a 

thin wafer, made of flour and water. They mostly 

resemble the wafers we use as hosts at church but 

are not consecrated.  As the original tradition 

goes, on Christmas eve, the whole family gathers 

and waits for the appearance of the first star. With 

its first gleam, they begin the breaking of the 

Oplatek. The eldest member of the family breaks 

it in half and gives one half to another elder in the 

family. Then each of them breaks a small part of 

each other's piece and, after a greeting of a hug or 

a kiss, they wish each other long life, good health, 

joy, happiness and forgiveness, not only for the 

holiday season, but for the coming year and for 

many years to come. Now the same ceremony is 

repeated between each member of the family and 

friends present.  

Donations are now being accepted for flowers to 

be placed in our worship areas in memory and in 

honor of our loved ones.  Memorials are for those 

who have gone before us.  In Honor of is for those 

still with us.    

Envelopes are available on the entrance tables of church.  Please 

clearly mark your donations and the names of those to be remem-

bered or honored on envelopes.  They may be placed in the collec-

tion basket or dropped off in the Parish Office. 

Make a video of each family member 
singing his or her favorite Christmas 
song. Send the videos to family and 
friends to spread the joy! 

 

Look back on old Christmas photos and 
share funny Christmas memories. 

 

Invite friends over for a cookie deco-

rating party. 
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Why is the third candle  

on the Advent wreath pink? 

The preparatory season of Ad-
vent has been celebrated in the 
Church since the fifth century. 
Originally, it mirrored Lent as a 
more intense time of fasting and 
penance. Like Lent, which has a 
Laetare Sunday anticipating East-
er more joyfully, Advent has a 
similar “break.” On the third Sun-
day of Advent, the Church cele-
brates Gaudete Sunday. 
“Gaudete” comes from the Latin 
word meaning “rejoice.”   
 
We hear it prominently in the 
first reading as the Scriptural 
tone shifts. The rose color in the 
candle and Mass vestments sym-
bolically reminds us that, in the 
midst of a season of preparation 
and anticipation, we wait with 
joyful hope.  There is no doubt 
that Christ is coming; there is no 
doubt that He has, in many sens-
es, already arrived. 
© LPi 

Candleside 
Conversations  
 

As you light the first, second and the Rose 
candle on the Advent wreath, invite your 
family to share their experiences of won-
der.  

 

• Who is a friend that brings you joy? 
Why are you so joyful when you’re with 
him or her? 

• Where do you look for God? Where do you 
expect to find Him? 

 

• When you hear that God wants to meet 
with you like a person meets with their 
friend, how does that make you feel? How 
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       The Fourth Week of Advent  12/19/21             

We Watch for You  
Teach me to be still and watchful for  

the moments You need me to do Your work. 

The Angel Candle                                          . 

 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 

the light of life.”  But why do we light these four candles?    
 

This candle is used the third week of Advent to signify the fact that Heaven and Earth rejoiced at 

Christ’s birth — a promise so old and long in the coming a promise Worth the Wait. 
 

Our Savior has come to us in the simplest of ways — not to conquer the World with war and 

bloodshed but rather with Love, Mercy and Peace.  He came to us as a vulnerable infant and 

spent his first nights in the cowshed among nature — His Father’s creations.  He was visited by 

folks who came as they were — the dirty smelly working shepherds, Angels of Divine origin and 

the Wise Men of wealth wrapped in their finery.  All at once!  All in one space! And to this day 

we can still come to Him as we are — spirits weak, souls weary and stinking, aching for the Di-

vine to ease our burdens and our hearts wrapped in the finery of the gifts He has given us.  We 

light these four candles, in the  Hope that we have made new our lives — in even the smallest 

of ways — ready to do the work of our Divine Father, who made us to be like Him!  Could you ever 

be loved more? 

Yes, not everyone bakes. But 
thanks to modern techniques 
of packaging dough in a casing 
that can be cut and placed in 
the oven, you too can have a 
house filled with the scent of 

fresh baked cookies. Baking is just one of several 
traditions that come to mind when hearing the 
call to make our houses fair and await the guest 
who is love itself, the Christ Child.  A sense of 
hospitality is important all  year long, but in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas, it would seem 
our desire for sharing good food, drink, and the 
company of others intensifies. Unfortunately, for 
many  of  us in the modern world, increasing so-
cial isolation and the rapid pace of life has led to 
a decrease in true hospitality. Who has time to 
bake, attend parties, invite over friends or, at 
times, travel?   
 

But our final days of Advent preparation cannot 
bear  great fruit unless we take time to pause 
and offer each other hospitality. Whether they 

come from an Italian cookie rich with anise or a 
Polish kolaczki, the rich smells of the season con-
nect us to times gone by and to family. It was in 
the midst of those scents that many of us first 
came to know the story of God’s love for us. It is 
offering those memories to new generations and 
those currently in our lives that we continue to 
bear witness to the importance of this time.  
  
 

This Advent, why not open our doors a little wid-
er for someone that has  no  memories  of  this 
type  of  hospitality?  Perhaps share a cup of 
coffee and some conversation with someone 
who lives alone. Open your door with rich hospi-
tality to friends and family, but also to those who 
have no way to open the door for you. When 
Mary and Joseph sought out a place to rest in 
anticipation of Jesus’ birth, they found many 
doors closed. Now, Jesus under the guise of an-
other in your life is seeking a place of hospitality. 
Turn on the Light and let Him in!  
© LPi 
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LiveStream the Christmas Liturgies 

Christmas Eve 10 pm 

Christmas Day 8:30 am 

 

If you are not planning on venturing out 

(which is totally cool—know your comfort zone),   

check out our Facebook Live-Stream.  If 

you have a social-media-savvy relative, 

you and your family can set up a watch 

party, where you can all participate in 

Liturgy from your respective homes 

through Facebook.   You can watch as 

things occur LIVE or watch the recording 

at a time of day convenient for you.  

Visit Facebook: 

@stlouiscatholiccommunity 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 

at 7pm at St. Louis 

WHY DO WE DO  THAT?     

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Question: Why do we “confess” to priests? Can't we just ask for-

giveness from God? 
 

Answer: We are all affected by each other's actions since we are all members of 

the same body of Christ. Each of us is called to live out the baptismal call to make 

Christ more visible in the world. When we do or say hurtful things, we fail to uphold 

our part.  It is not only reconciliation with God, but also with the community. The 

priest represents the church community in the sacrament, so that as we are recon-

ciled with God we are also reconciled with the community.  Finally, talking to our 

priest and examining our conscious helps us articulate our transgressions so that we 

can move forward in our faith in healthy and productive ways. ©2009 Liturgical 

Publications Inc adapted 
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Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 11:30 am in 

church. We could use 10-12 people to help us 

ready the church for Christmas. Please call                                                                       

                        Cindy to volunteer  

                                        586-468-8734 ext 110 

 

Great events in and of themselves are not tangible. 
They  occur  in  life  but  leave  no mark behind, 
nothing that someone could come across and 
know that something significant occurred. So we 
mark the event with monuments, holidays, gold 
watches, or plaques, making a meaningful event 
tangible and memorable. 
 

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They mark 
the occasion of the birth of Jesus, communicating a 
bit of the joy of the day by allowing us to be both 
giver and receiver.  Gift-giving sets aside the day as 
special and different. The special foods, customs, 
decorations, and gifts all help focus our attention 
on the importance and meaning of the day and at 
the same time allow us to share personally in its 
joy and happiness.  
 

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning 
of Christmas in a significant way. We imitate God 
in sharing with others. We give a bit of ourselves to 
others in the gifts we give, just as God gives us the 
gift of his Son. No wonder we often say that the 
best gifts are those that come from the heart. Giv-
en in love, these presents are wrapped in the best 

covering of all. © LPi 

Candleside 
Conversations  
 

As you light the four candles on the Advent 
wreath, invite your family to share their expe-
riences of wonder.  

 

• When was a time you had to wait for 
something? How did it make you feel when 
it finally arrived? 

• Can you think of any places where God 

might be asking you to be more aware of 

His life? 

• Who is someone God is calling you  

to “bring life” to this week? 

Wanna be in the 

at the 4:30 pm Liturgy in Christmas Eve? 

 

Ask your parents to bring you to church on  

December 19 after the 10:30 am Liturgy  

for a quick practice and costume check  

with the Family Life  Ladies! 

Prayer for the Coming of the Light 
 

In a world so often filled with darkness, Jesus, You are the ris-

ing Son! When the night of our lives  feels longer than we can 

bear, Jesus, You are the hope of a new dawn! 

When we are anxious for what the future holds, 

Jesus, You are the morning star that never sets! 

In all our confusion and division, 

Jesus, You are the light of the world! 
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       A Partridge  
   in a Pear Tree 

            Jesus 
 

Two Turtle Doves 
The Old and New 

Testaments 

   
3 French Hens 
The 3 Theological Virtues:  

Faith, Hope, and Love 
 

Four Calling Bird 
   The Four Gospels:  

 Matthew, Mark, 
  Luke, and John 

 

 Five Golden Rings 
The First Five Books  
of the Old Testament:  

  Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
 

       

Six Geese A-Laying 
    Six Days of Creation 
    (Yes! There was a seventh day  
                       but it was for resting.) 

 
 

Seven Swans A-Swimming 
The Seven Gifts  of the  

Holy Spirit: Wisdom,  
Understanding, Counsel, 

Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety,  
and Fear of the Lord 
 
 

Eight Maids A-Milking 

The Eight Beatitudes 

Blessed are… 

...the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

...those who mourn, for they shall be  
comforted. 
...the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. 
...those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness,  for they shall be satisfied. 
...the merciful, for they shall obtain  
mercy. 
...the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
...the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called children of God. 
...those who are persecuted for the sake 
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
 

 Nine Ladies Dancing 
The Nine Fruits of the   
           Holy Spirit:  

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience,  
Kindness,  Generosity, Faithfulness, 
Gentleness, and Self-Control 
 

Ten Lords A-Leaping 
The Ten Commandments: 
1. I am the Lord your God:  
You shall not have strange  
gods before me. 
2. You shall not take the 

name of the Lord God in vain. 
3. Remember to keep holy the Lord’s 

day. 
4. Honor your father and your mother. 
5. You shall not kill. 
6. You shall not commit adultery. 
7. You shall not steal. 
8. You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife. 
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

goods. 

            Eleven Pipers Piping 

               The Eleven Faithful  
                      Apostles:  
    Peter, Andrew, James the   

     Elder, John, Philip, Bartholomew,    
     Matthew, Thomas, James the  
        Younger, Simon, and Jude 
 
 

      12 Drummers      
          Drumming  

Twelve points of doctrine  
    in the Apostles’ Creed: 

1. I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 
2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. 
3. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary. 

4. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. 

5. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. 

6. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 

7. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

8. the holy catholic Church, 
9. the communion of saints, 
10. the forgiveness of sins, 
11. the resurrection of the body, 
12. and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The Catholic Church celebrates the season of Christmas over a span of twelve 
days. The twelve days of Christmas begin on December 25 and end on January 5, 
the day before the feast of the Epiphany (which celebrates the day when the 
magi discovered Jesus). These two important feast days and the twelve days of 
Christmas give us time to celebrate Jesus’ birth at Liturgy and discover how we 
can bring his love to people in our everyday lives.  
 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” is a popular Christmas song. In the sixteenth 
century, the religious wars in England made it dangerous to be a Christian. The 
well-known song was used to teach children about the Catholic Church. Although 
the lyrics may sound like nonsense, the song actually contains hidden references 
to our Christianity. 
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Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24, 2021 

4:30 pm Liturgy with Pageant 

10 pm Liturgy 

 

Christmas Day 

Saturday, December 25, 2021 

8:30 am Liturgy 

10:30 am Liturgy 

No 4:30 Liturgy 

 

 

Holy Family 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 

No 8:30 am Liturgy 

10:30 am Liturgy 

 

30 minutes of Christmas  

Carols before each liturgy 



20                                                                         St. Louis Catholic Community Advent Guide 2021 

 

 

Help me trust Your timing, God! 


