Lectio Divina for the Third Week of Lent
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness,
who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving
have shown us a remedy for sin,
look graciously on this confession of our lowliness,
that we, who are bowed down by our conscience,
may always be lifted up by your mercy.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
(Collect, Third Sunday of Lent)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Luke 13:1-9
Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their
sacrifices. Jesus said to them in reply, "Do you
think that because these Galileans suffered in this
way they were greater sinners than all other
Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do
not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those
eighteen people who were killed when the tower at
Siloam fell on them— do you think they were more
guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?
By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent,
you will all perish as they did!"

And he told them this parable: "There once was a
person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard,
and when he came in search of fruit on it but found
none, he said to the gardener, 'For three years now I
have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have
found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust
the soil?' He said to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it for
this year also,
and I shall cultivate the ground around it and
fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you
can cut it down.'"

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
•
•
•

What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
What in this passage comforted you?
What in this passage challenged you?

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?
If you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!
What sinful practices are hurting my faith? How can
I amend my life to live by God’s law?
He came in search of fruit on it but found none.
Where do I search for fruit to nourish my spiritual
life? How can I help those who search for peace to
find God?

The LORD secures justice
and the rights of all the oppressed.
He has made known his ways to Moses,
and his deeds to the children of Israel.
Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear
him.
(From Psalm 103)

Living the Word This Week
How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?
Pray for the Church’s ministry to our poor and
vulnerable brothers and sisters around the world
(ww.crs.org).

I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it;
it may bear fruit in the future. How can I cultivate a
closer relationship with Jesus? How am I called to
bear fruit for the kingdom of God?
After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.
He pardons all your iniquities,
heals all your ills,
He redeems your life from destruction,
crowns you with kindness and compassion.
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