Lectio Divina for the Twenty-Fourth Week in
Ordinary Time
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Look upon us, O God,
Creator and ruler of all things,
and, that we may feel the working of your mercy,
grant that we may serve you with all our heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
(Collect, Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Mark 8:27-35
Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of
Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" They said
in reply, "John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others one of the prophets." And he asked them,
"But who do you say that I am?"
Peter said to him in reply, "You are the Christ."
Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him.
He began to teach them that the Son of Man must
suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after

three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he
turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked
Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan. You are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do."
He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said
to them, "Whoever wishes to come after me must
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the
gospel will save it."

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
• What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
• What in this passage comforted you?
• What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?
Who do people say that I am? What image of Christ
(king, shepherd, etc.) is most meaningful to you?
How has that image changed at various times in
your life?
You are thinking not as God does, but as human
beings do. On what issues does the thinking of the
church differ from the thinking of the world? How
can you conform your life to God’s ways?
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. What
sacrifices and self-denial will help bring me closer
to God and the poor? What cross is God asking me
to take up?
After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:
I love the LORD because he has heard
my voice in supplication,
Because he has inclined his ear to me
the day I called.
The cords of death encompassed me;
the snares of the netherworld seized upon
me;
I fell into distress and sorrow,
And I called upon the name of the LORD,
"O LORD, save my life!"
Gracious is the LORD and just;
yes, our God is merciful.
The LORD keeps the little ones;
I was brought low, and he saved me.
For he has freed my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
I shall walk before the Lord
in the land of the living.
(From Psalm 114)

Living the Word This Week
How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?

Research Church teaching on a controversial issue
and find a way to share that teaching with others in
love.
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