
St. Ann and Sacred Heart Joint Parish Council Notes 
Tuesday, September 5, 2023 

Staff: Fr. Tharp, Kathy Middendorf, Melody Wallace, Heather Wagner, Gwenda Laney 
St. Ann Attendees: Carol Mulcahey, Tim Vaughn, Mike Wolf, Erin Fontaine, Donna Weber, Mark 
Conese 
Sacred Heart Attendees: Arline Argentati, Dan Schindler, Gayle Napier, Jim Stemann, Joyce 
Thomas 
 

Minutes are accepted as written for both groups.  

St. Ann Reports 

 School Update 
o Enrollment is up due to EdChoice – 175 total students. 
o The playground was vandalized over the summer and destroyed by fire – over 

$12k in damages.  
 Fr. Tharp will talk to Bill about speeding up the process to receive funds 

to rebuild the playground.  
o The school received new water fountains and a donor provided the funds for 

the installation.  

 Split the Pot 
o The tickets are printed. The tickets will be mailed out in the next few weeks. 

The school has also been provided tickets. Each parishioner will receive 8 
tickets.  

o There will be school incentives this year.  
o Ticket sales will begin at Mass in mid-October. Kathy will spearhead the 

volunteering at Mass at Sacred Heart. It will not be every weekend at SH, but 
they will be sold when the volunteer slots are available.  

Sacred Heart Reports 

 Coats for Kids 
o Knights of Columbus – wants to set a date to set up after Masses. Motion 

passes. 

 Playground Committee Update  
o The committee is on target to complete the project on time.  
o $64,261 is secured in the account. $15k out in asks from community 

members/groups. School fundraiser is also in progress.  
o Three manufacturers have been explored – all of which seem like good 

companies to work with.   
 The committee is also exploring a grant opportunity through one of the 

manufacturers that could secure up to $45k in funding. 
o The city of Fairfield has been easy to work with. Committee will not need a 

building permit and will not need to go through the design review board. The 
committee is keeping the city in the loop through each step of the process.  

o Next steps – getting information back from the grant submission.  

 Festival  



o The event grossed $323k. This was the second largest festival on record.  

 Sound System 
o The sound system needs replaced. Melody is requesting bids from companies. 

If there are pieces of equipment that you would like to include in the space, 
please reach out to Melody.  

Financial Update 

 Both places are in a good place financially.  

 Lauren will now be working partially to handle EdChoice. 

 EdChoice – Families are being instructed to pay their tuition, then if they get EdChoice, 
they will be reimbursed.  

 St. Ann Festival - $22k net. The weather (heat) played a factor in the low attendance.  

Family Name Update 

 The Immaculate Heart of Mary Family was voted as the most popular name choice.  

 The name can be shared with anyone now.  

 There will be an announcement in the bulletin to share with the parishes.  

Pastor Updates 

 Tabernacle Placement at Sacred Heart 
o The tabernacle should be placed at the front of church so it is visible.  
o Fr. Tharp thinks SH could get a new tabernacle to place at the front. There are 

bids out for the tabernacle.  
o Next steps: The idea will be taken to Worship Commission for their thoughts, 

then it will come back to Parish Council for the vote.  
o If the plan is approved, the tabernacle could be moved to by Christmas.  

 Beacons of Light 
o Visio Day – a day to get people together to understand things like why are we 

doing Beacons, etc.  
 Sept. 19 at Good Shepherd - $100/ea Parish 
 Fr. Tharp does not think it is something that we would need to do as we 

have made good progress with Beacons and are further along than 
other parishes.  

o Deanery Convocation for Pastoral Councils – These events would fit into where 
we are in the Beacons pathway.  

 Mon, 10/23 – 7-9pm at St. James in White Oak 

 This date works for most, including Fr. Tharp.  

 Fr .Tharp will send times for the members to see if they would 
like to attend. This is something we should do as a group.  

o Phase 2 is an “Envisioning” mode. Fr. Tharp is going to try to move us to a 
position of one family with two churches and two schools, but we work 
together. With the EdChoice funds, the schools will be well covered in tuition 
costs. There would/could be a quasi-endowment fund for each school, 
separately, for parishioners to donate specifically to each building.  

 The same could be done for the church buildings too.  
 There will be upcoming meetings with the full parish to discuss 

https://pathway.catholicaoc.org/deaneryconvocations


“Envisioning.” 

 Constitutional Amendment 
o The Archbishop is concerned about the upcoming amendment on the ballot 

that has a great deal to do with abortion, including that others (not parents) 
can make decisions for minors such as changing genders, getting an abortion, 
etc. The Archbishop wants to be politically active with this moral issue. Fr. 
Tharp’s proposal is that as we get closer to the election, he will address it in the 
Heartbeat and in the bulletin. There could also be special meetings to educate 
parishioners and include the Knights of Columbus. 

Other Business 

 This Man is You Program (Men’s Group) starts next Thursday, September 14, at 6am at 
Sacred Heart.  

Next meeting date: Thursday, October 5 at 7pm at St. Ann 

 
 


