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Help Needed! 
 We can still use help watching students in the Commons Room Wednesday evenings for the 15 minutes 
before classes begins each week.  This volunteer helps keep some order with the kids and allows the DRE to 
help parents and teachers before class.  This is an easy way to help if you are available.  There’s no planning, no 
teaching, and we have some games and activities the kids can use while they wait for class to start.  If you are 
interested in helping in this way please let me know. 
 
October is the Month of the Rosary 
 One great way to start having a more active role in your child’s catechesis is to observe October as the 
month of the Rosary.  This prayer is a great way to teach Catholic traditions, the basic prayers, and the lives of 
Jesus and Mary.  You might decide to say the Rosary every day or just once a week, or you could say a decade 
for 5 days and end up saying a whole Rosary in a week.  Whatever it is, it’s a great way to help pass on the faith 
to your children.   
 Ever wonder where the Rosary came from?  Here’s a little of its history.  Tradition states that St. 
Dominic received the rosary from Mary somewhere around the 1200s.  St. Dominic then spread the devotion, 
and it became popular.  Originally, there were 3 sets of mysteries, so to say an entire Rosary, one would say 50 
Hail Mary’s 3 times making 150 prayers.  The significance of this number may be traced back to monks who 
prayed all 150 psalms each day.  Using beads to count prayers also has a long history.  Buddhists, Hindus, and 
Muslims all use beads strung together to count prayers.  Before St. Dominic and the Rosary, Christians had a 
string of beads to count Our Fathers.  This was before the Hail Mary was a popular prayer.  Thus, the two 
prayers and the original tradition of counting them came together around the time of St. Dominic and the 
Rosary was born.  The idea of reflecting on the mysteries was probably a latter addition, sometime after the 
death of St. Dominic. 
 
October 4th/8th 
 This is a special day in our classes where we will be doing many different things.  We will start the class 
off in the Commons Room.  There we will hear about Spiritual Adoption.  This is an effort to pray for, or 
“spiritually adopt” unborn babies, soon to be parents, and new families that are helped by Essential Pregnancy 
Services and the Bethlehem House.  Since this presentation will be for a mixed age of students the topic of 
abortion will not be brought up specifically.  This may briefly be talked about with older grades, but either way, 
this may be the time to answer your older children’s questions on this.  Students will pray for babies and parents 
this year. 
 Then I will introduce the Prayer Partner program to the students.  This pairs one or two elderly 
individuals or couples who are member of St. Patrick’s with each RE class.  The students will pray for them and 
their prayer partners will pray for their class.  When we present Spiritual Adoption with Prayer Partners our 
hope is that students learn a respect for all life from the youngest to oldest members of our community.    

We will then pray a decade of the Rosary together for all babies yet to be born & their parents, the 
elderly members of our parish, and to celebrate the feast day of Our Lady of the Rosary (Oct 7th).   
 Following our time in the Commons, classes will go to their rooms to make cards for their Prayer 
Partners and possibly for new families at EPS or the Bethlehem House.  Many will continue to send their Prayer 
Partners cards or notes through the year.   
 You are more than welcome to join us for this day.  If you have any questions on the “spiritual 
adoption” program please let me know. 
 
 



 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Children in kindergarten-2nd grade are invited to hear the Mass readings in a way they can understand.  
Children are dismissed from Mass after the Opening Prayer and return at the collection.  Children’s Liturgy 
happens at the 5:00pm and 10:00am Masses each weekend each weekend from September to May with breaks 
for holidays.    

Volunteer while you’re at church!  Finding time to volunteer is difficult for everyone.  But what if you 
could volunteer while you are already at Mass?  St. Patrick’s is in need of adult volunteers to help teach the 
Children’s Liturgy during the Saturday 5:00 PM, and Sunday 10:00 AM Mass times. 
  This is a great way to give your time and talents to the Parish without adding to your busy 
schedule.  Each week’s materials will be prepared for you; Volunteers simply need to review the weekly 
scripture readings and Mass theme with the children downstairs while the scripture readings and homily are 
being given.  Volunteers usually only have to teach once every 4 to 6 weeks; and the more volunteers we have, 
the more flexible the schedule can be!  This is a great opportunity to give back and serve the young children and 
their families in our Parish.  Please consider giving your time to help our ministry.  If you would like to 
volunteer or have questions; please contact Cauley Schaffert at cauleyschaff@gmail.com 
 
Christian Parenting Seminar  
Courage Under Fire Parenting Workshop with a Christian Twist 

St. Patrick's Catholic Preschool is sponsoring a FREE parent workshop presented by Janie Peterson with Behaven 
Kids on Thursday, October 19 from 6:00pm-7:00pm in the Parish Center.   Learn how to quickly and effectively use 
discipline and praise/rewards to increase appropriate behaviors.  Discipline will be explained in detail implementing our 
Christian values.  If you wish to utilize free babysitting, please rsvp to the Preschool Office at (402)332-3050 or 
staadams@archomaha.org. 

 

All Saint’s Day Party 
Come and join us in celebrating our heavenly brothers and sisters at the annual St. Patrick’s All Saint’s 

Day Party, October 29th, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Parish Center. 
Adults and children are encouraged to come dressed as their favorite saint and to participate in food, 

games, and fellowship.  Anyone interested in helping can contact Laura Lempke at 
lauraannlempke@hotmail.com. 
  
Calendar  
October 
Sun. Oct. 15th – First Reconciliation Meeting (A-L) 11am in the Parish Center 
Sat. 22nd – First Reconciliation Meeting (M-Z) 11am in the Parish Center 
Sun. 29th – All Saint’s Day Celebration 11am in the Parish Center  
November 
Wed. Nov. 1st – No Class – All Saint’s Day – Masses Oct 31st at 6pm, Nov 1st at 7:30am & 7pm 
Sat, 4th-Sun., 5th – 9th Grade Confirmation Retreat 
 
Don’t hesitate to contact me with your questions, comments, or concerns: 
Shane Fagan, Director of Religious Education 
Phone number: 332-3454 
Email: smfagan@archomaha.org 
Fax number: 332-5107 
Address:  508 Angus St.  Gretna, NE 68028 
 


