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His Excellency 

STEVEN JOHN RAICA 
By the grace of God and the Apostolic See 

Bishop of Birmingham in Alabama 

 

 
 

DECREE  

PERMITTING THE MODIFICATION OF PARISH SAFETY MEASURES 

DUE TO COVID-19 

 

 Although, per my most recent decree on the matter, all Roman Catholics living or present 

in the Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama remain under a general dispensation from the obligation 

to assist at Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation through May 23, 2021, I have also 

been encouraging all to assess the risks and find a safe and prudent way to re-join corporate 

worship in our parish churches. I have been delighted to learn and to see that so many have done 

so and that, indeed, many of our parishes are experiencing attendance numbers that are 

approaching pre-pandemic levels. This is surely an indication of special graces already received 

from the Year of the Parish and the Eucharist! 

 

 This happy development has led to a new challenge: due to the roping-off of alternate rows 

of pews for the purposes of social distancing, some churches no longer have sufficient space for 

all who arrive to worship. Several pastors or administrators have generously added additional 

Masses to Sunday or Holy Day schedules in order to accommodate the numbers of the faithful, but 

in some cases even this has not been sufficient to alleviate the capacity problem. Moreover, 

COVID-19 case numbers have continued to decline, many people in our region are seeking the 

available vaccines, and indeed, many have already suffered through the virus. 

 

 What we face now is the question of how to begin transitioning back to a more conventional 

arrangement for our worship. And just as we effectively eased into restrictions a little over a year 

ago, now is the time for us to begin taking concrete steps to ease back toward normality. 

 

 Therefore, with this decree, I am pleased to grant permission to all pastors and parochial 

administrators to remove the ropes or tapes that cordon off the pews in up to half of the available 

seating area (e.g., on one side, or in certain sections), as a way of allowing greater capacity for 

those who are comfortable sitting more closely together. This is a permission and not a 

requirement: pastors and administrators retain the discretion at this time as to how to respond to 

this permission, taking into account local circumstances. I remain available to them, to answer any 

questions and work together through any particular factors that bear special consideration. 
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 In this way, in those churches that adopt this permission, at least half of the nave will 

continue to have a socially-distanced seating option for those who are more vulnerable or 

otherwise not yet ready for closer seating. In addition, it is important to note that we should 

continue to observe the precautions and best practices advised by the various authorities, including 

handwashing, sanitization, and the use of facemasks.  

 

 This permission takes effect on Friday, April 9, 2021, so that those pastors and 

administrators who wish to implement it immediately may offer greater capacity in their churches 

in time for Divine Mercy Sunday (April 11). 

 

The general dispensation from the Mass obligation remains in effect as previously decreed. 

May this new provision, allowing a sensible modification to safety measures, enable us all to 

respond more fully in faith to the Lord’s call, as he invites us all during this Year of the Parish and 

the Eucharist to rediscover his Real Presence in our midst within our parish churches, among our 

brothers and sisters.  

 

 Given at the Diocesan Chancery in Birmingham on the 1st of April, Holy Thursday, the day 

on which our Lord instituted the Holy Eucharist and the Sacred Priesthood and commanded that 

what he had established should be done in his memory, in the Year of the Lord 2021. 

 

 

 

       

      Most Reverend Steven J. Raica 

      Bishop of Birmingham in Alabama 

 

 

Very Reverend Bryan W. Jerabek 

Chancellor  


