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May 29th, 2020 

Dear Confirmation Candidates and families, 

First of all, congratulations on your upcoming Confirmation!  I remember my own Confirmation and 

how I very much knew that God was blessing me and calling me to follow Him.  I really sensed God’s 

love, power and presence.  I know that this is an exciting time in your life. 

I write because of the difficulties the pandemic presents.  We just received as of the end of the day 

yesterday, clarified guidelines on Confirmation.  We knew that the Anointing with Chrism was going to 

be interesting.  Here are the guidelines for this part of the Confirmation Rite and how we will proceed: 

• Father Tony, Deacon Steve, candidate and sponsor are all to wear masks during the Confirmation 

anointing.  Please bring your own if you have one.  If you do not have one, masks will be 

provided for both the candidate and sponsor at each side of the front set of chairs or front pew in 

your section. As the candidate and sponsor come forward in line for the Confirmation Anointing, 

they are to stop at the front chair or pew and don a mask (if not already wearing one). 

• Hand sanitizer bottles will be located at the same location as the masks. After donning their 

masks, all candidates and sponsors are to apply hand sanitizer.  When the candidate and sponsor 

in front of you depart, you are to proceed forward to the marked location (tape on floor) for your 

Confirmation Anointing. 

• If the sponsor is from the same household as the candidate, the sponsor may lay a right hand upon 

the candidate’s shoulder.  If not, no touch and remain 6-feet from the candidate. 

• After sanitizing his own hands, the priest touches his right thumb to a clean cotton ball dipped in 

Chrism and anoints the candidate on the forehead.  He steps back and says, “N. be sealed with the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.”  The candidate answers, “Amen.”  The priest continues, “Peace be with 

you” (without handshake) and the candidate answers, “And with your spirit.”  The candidate 

and sponsor then depart (keeping 6 foot distance). 

I realize that this very restrictive protocol comes as a surprise and at a very late date.  Several factors 

have led up to this situation.  We scheduled Confirmation on Pentecost because we thought it was a very 

appropriate date, a late enough date in terms of the pandemic, and still before summer.  As it turns out, it 

is the first Sunday back to public Masses and praised be to God that this became possible!  However, this 

has been a particularly demanding time for Archdiocesan liturgists who have been working very hard to 

make sure that everything is set to proceed well and is well-understood.  There have been other liturgies 

to plan such as Ordinations to the Diaconate and to the Priesthood.  Therefore, we have anxiously 

awaited these guidelines that have come to us late afternoon yesterday.   

I do believe, however, that as we follow these directives, God will bless us and each candidate in this 

unique situation in which we will celebrate Confirmation as a parish.  Personally, I have really enjoyed 

working with you all as a Confirmation class and I appreciate all you have done to be open to the Holy 

Spirit working in your life! 

Yours in Christ, 

       
Father Tony VanderLoop 

Pastor 


