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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
May the grace and peace of Christ be with you and your family! In this New Year, it is my
desire to express sincere gratitude for the support of your parish and the Diocese of Venice.
Scripture reminds us, “Be generous, and you will be prosperous. Help others, and you will
be helped” (Proverbs 11:25). Your support of the CFA is one way to respond to this call for
personal commitment and participation in helping our brothers and sisters in need.
The Catholic Faith Appeal helps to sustain many diverse programs in our Parishes. Some
examples are preparing couples for marriage, providing the curriculum to educate both children
and adults in our Faith, forming future priests, educating children in Catholic schools, and
supporting religious sisters who serve in various roles. Being in tune with the vulnerabilities of
our diverse population necessitates programs that are supported through the CFA such as
housing for seniors, the homeless, and single mothers.
Many of the Diocesan programs and ministries funded by the Catholic Faith Appeal are
highlighted in this brochure. As can be seen, the CFA furthers the mission given by Christ and
impacts so many lives. It is my hope that you will support the CFA so that the Church in the
Diocese of Venice may continue to make a positive difference in the communities it serves.
May the Lord abundantly reward your desire to help those among us in need. Be
assured of my prayers for you and your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Frank J. Dewane
Bishop of the Diocese of
Venice in Florida

About the Catholic Faith Appeal
“Be Generous ... Help Others...” (Prov. 11:25)

The Catholic Faith
Appeal (CFA) is the
yearly invitation to
come together as a
Diocese and support
programs and outreach
in Southwest Florida.
Gifts to the CFA
respond to a broad
range of needs and,
consequently, help
bring the Diocese
together as a
Community of Faithful.

• Campo San José Retreat Center

• Office of Religious Life

• Catholic Charities

• Office of Stewardship and Development

• Catholic Schools Department

• Office of Vocations

• College Campus Outreach

• Office of Youth/Young Adult Outreach

• Continuing Education
• Department of Communications

• Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat
and Spirituality Center

• Diocesan Administrative Offices

• Parishes and Missions

• Diocesan Marriage Tribunal

• Peace and Social Justice Office

• Family Life Outreach

• Permanent Diaconate Program

• Haitian Apostolate

• Prison Outreach

• Hispanic Apostolate

• Respect Life Department

• Marriage Preparation

• Safe Environment Program

• Mass on TV for the Homebound

• Seminarian Education

• Office of Evangelization

• Support for Convents

• Office of Religious Education

• Worship Office

Preaching The Gospel

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations...” (Matt. 28:19)
Parishes are the place where God’s
people meet Jesus in word and
sacrament and find the source of
the Church’s life - the Eucharist.
Scripture teaches that the Eucharist
nourishes us by partaking in the
Holy Sacrifice, we go out into the
world ready to love and serve
others. This gift is not meant
to be hidden, it is meant
to be lived. The Eucharist is
the source and summit of
the Christian life. The other
sacraments,
ecclesiastical
ministries, and
works of the
apostolate are
connected
with and
oriented towards
the Eucharist.
The Blessed
Sacrament
contains the
whole spiritual
good of the
Church, namely
Christ Himself. When
Parishes were once again
able to return to Mass,
covid related restrictions
were quickly put into
practice. During the
height of the Pandemic in 2020, many Parishes offered
drive-thru confession as well as live streamed Masses.
The support of Parishes and Missions located
in financially stressed areas enables our Faith to be nourished,
strengthened, and expressed in word and deed. Not only do these
faith communities nourish the soul, but the body as well. Many offer
assistance through food pantries, with these good offerings often being
donated by parishioners from other Parishes.
The CFA over the past three years has provided $5 million to Parishes
through donations raised above and beyond their goal. Parishes use the
additional funds for a wide variety of purposes as agreed upon by Parish
leadership and the Pastor. Some examples are capital improvements,
building an endowment for maintenance, tuition assistance or
emergency purposes, and expanding community outreach.

Community Outreach

“…proclaim the word; be persistent…” (2 Tim. 4:2)
With assistance from the
Diocesan Department
of Communications, a
televised Mass is made
available weekly for the
homebound, hospitalized
and all those unable to
attend Mass at a local
Parish. With the temporary
suspension of public Mass
during the Pandemic,
this broadcast became a spiritual lifeline to
many in Florida and even other parts of the
country. Daily and Sunday Masses are also live
streamed on Facebook.
The Worship Office serves as a resource to Parish Liturgical
Committees for the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy
throughout the Diocese of Venice. This became evident
during the Pandemic when the Office provided guidelines
and standards to Parishes for safe personal interaction during
Masses.
College Campus Outreach is charged with the challenge of
bringing the Faith to thousands of college students each year.
Students are encouraged to enhance their spiritual lives and
are trained to become future lay leaders of the Church.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat and Spirituality Center and
Campo San José Retreat Center both offer workshops, retreats
(private and group), and conferences for those who want to
enrich their spiritual lives or further develop their faith through
sacramental formation and an increased prayer life. These
locations offer quiet and solitude, along with the Sacrifice of the
Mass, confession, and spiritual direction.
Prison Outreach shares the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and brings the
Eucharist to practicing Catholics
who are incarcerated. Last year
while Masses were temporarily
suspended in correctional
facilities, the members of the
ministry team were able to
bring the Mass and religious
educational materials virtually to
those seeking spiritual support.

Vocations

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matt. 4:19)
The Church, in the Diocese of Venice, strives to inspire men and women to become more fully involved in the
ministerial life of the Church. The Vocations Office provides guidance and resources for individuals to discern and
respond to the call to serve Christ and His Church through a priestly or religious life.
The Diocese of Venice is committed to the spiritual and
educational formation of seminarians. While attending the
seminary, each man is immersed in the four dimensions
of formation – spiritual, human, intellectual, and
pastoral – so that as ordained priests, the joy of the
Gospel is shared with all.
Seminarians are also a tremendous blessing to
our communities. While attending the seminary,
these men perform the corporal and spiritual
works of mercy. Whether visiting hospital
patients, engaging in prison ministry, comforting
the elderly, or
assisting in Parishes,
seminarians are
making Christ present
and alive to others. Each
year, the Diocese commits
upwards of $70,000 towards the
formation of each seminarian.
The religious sisters within the Diocese of Venice
often serve in capacities such as Directors of
Religious Education, teachers, school principals,
catechists, Directors of Adult Faith Formation,
and more. The work of
these sisters provides an
immeasurable benefit to
individuals, families, and
communities. Their efforts
go hand in hand with the
principles established by
many religious orders of
sharing the goods of the
earth with the poor and
recognizing the essential dignity of the human
person without regard to social status.
The Permanent Diaconate Program forms
men through the discernment process, helping
them to respond to a call of service to the
Church as a Deacon. The five-year formation
is mostly accomplished on the weekends;
thereby, allowing the candidates to continue employment. The men are able to
support their family while pursuing spiritual, academic, pastoral, and personal
growth.

Catholic Education

“Train the young in the way they should go; even when old,
they will not swerve from it.”(Prov. 22:6)
Overseeing the curriculum offered to students
who attend youth and adult catechetical
programs is an important duty of
the Office of Religious Education.
Sacramental preparation ensures
that individuals gain a solid
understanding of the Church’s
teaching and liturgy, allowing them
to participate fully in the mission and life of the Church. This Office
accompanies Parish and school leaders in forming missionary disciples
who love Jesus and guides pastoral staff in their own ongoing formation.
Catholic schools provide a safe and faithbased learning environment. Education in a
Catholic setting provides students with a model of
Christian discipleship. Children learn what it means
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and practice
living the values of our Faith.
Part of the responsibility
of a Catholic school is to
make sure each student has
the knowledge necessary
to become a contributing
member of not only the
Church but of society.
Academics are key; therefore,
all schools
within
the Diocese have implemented the
educational initiative STREAM (Science,
Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics). In addition, students are
involved in community service projects such
as collections of food, clothing and other
necessities for the needy.
The Institute for Catholic Studies and
Formation provides the Faithful of the
Diocese of Venice (and the wider region)
with opportunities for life-long learning in
the fullness of the Catholic Faith. An array
of courses is currently being offered, including spiritual enrichment
courses as well as specialized courses for catechists, teachers, and
men in the Diaconate Formation Program. From basic certification
to ongoing professional development, and even graduate level
theological education (in partnership with Franciscan University of
Steubenville), the Institute is forming God’s people and equipping
them for service.

Evangelization

“No disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every
disciple will be like his teacher.” (Luk. 6:40)
Through workshops, conferences and much more, the Office of Evangelization strives to meet the call to form
disciples and spread the Gospel. Initiatives are dedicated to Bible study and enhancing the knowledge of the Catholic
Faith. The Men’s and Women’s Conferences are hosted each year to connect the
Faithful in prayer with one another as well as to strengthen individuals and families
to live and share the
Catholic faith.

The Office of Youth and Young Adult Outreach is committed to
bringing the joy and truth of the Gospel to the new generation
throughout the Diocese of Venice. The Office facilitates large scale
Diocesan events and pilgrimages to help create opportunities for
youth and young adults to grow closer to the Lord. The outreach
also serves the Parishes and schools by offering guidance and
support to empower those ministering to this audience. The Youth
Rally last fall was conducted on-line for the first time due to the
Pandemic.
The Office of Stewardship and Development oversees and promotes
stewardship best practices to Parishes and Schools through seminars,
workshops, and written materials. It also coordinates efforts for the
implementation of the Catholic Faith Appeal which provides the
necessary support to continue the goal of serving others.
The Hispanic Apostolate supports the ecclesial movements and
provides information, assistance, and training to Parish pastoral
leadership regarding the
evangelization of Hispanics. The
Apostolate works closely in collaboration
with other Diocesan offices and Parishes
to support initiatives for the Latino/
Hispanic Community. To respond to the
needs of this Community, a Catholic
formation initiative is offered in Spanish at
various Parishes throughout the Diocese.
Masses are celebrated in Spanish at 32
worship sites.
To plant and nourish the seeds of the Gospel in
ways most suited to the cultures and traditions of the Haitian Community, the Haitian
Apostolate coordinates programs to fit the needs of parishioners. Masses celebrated in
the Creole language are currently available at six Parishes within the Diocese.

Family Life Outreach

“Love is patient, love is kind... It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.” (1 Cor. 13:4-7)
Family Life Outreach helps prepare men and women
for their lifelong marriage vows to each other through
retreats, conferences, and Natural Family Planning
classes. In an effort to continuously promote marriage,
enrichment seminars are offered for those who are
already married.
In the Spring,
nearly 600
couples attended
the Annual
Anniversary
Mass. All couples
celebrating 25,
30, 35, 40, 45, 50
and more than
50 years of marriage were invited by Bishop Dewane to attend this special Mass
in their honor and to be witnesses of the Holy Sacrament of Matrimony.
Witness to Love was introduced last year to the Parishes as the new marriage prep
program being used by the Diocese. This program integrates modern principles of
psychology and the virtues to help couples facilitate and talk
about their relationship;
all built on the rock of
true love that comes
from “God”.
Witness to Love’s unique
methodology transforms existing models of Marriage
Formation into a process that not only prepares
couples for the Sacrament of Matrimony but also
enriches existing marriages among mentors chosen
by the engaged. This two-for-one evangelization
process is founded upon classical principles of
relational virtues in a way that truly renews
trust among young Catholic couples, families
and the Parishes that become their new
home of Faith. Witness to Love provides this
process through leadership formation as
well as through sacramental preparation
and enrichment, ultimately, leading to
Parish renewal. The focus is to create
an environment/platform through the
Marriage Mentors that draw couples closer
together to Christ and the Parish.

Works of Mercy

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” (Jhn. 15:12)
The primary purpose of a special commitment to the poor is to enable them to become active participants in the
life of society. Supporting those living in poverty, defending vulnerable individuals, and promoting justice is the long
tradition of the Church. The Catholic Faith Appeal supports programs and services aimed to address these matters.
One example is the Peace and Social Justice Office which helps
bring Gospel values to domestic and international public policies
and assists the Faithful to implement the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching.
The Respect Life Office supports the Diocese
of Venice’s efforts to promote and uphold
the Church’s teaching on life issues. Some
of these efforts include promoting a
peaceful, prayerful witness during the
40 Days for Life Campaign, offering
help through Project Rachel to those suffering deep
pain and grief after an abortion, as well as lobbying
for legislative initiatives that impact the dignity and
respect of the human person.
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Venice
provides a comprehensive network of services
aimed at promoting and facilitating self-sufficiency.
The programs offer support and opportunities that
empower individuals, families and communities to grow
and thrive. This includes the Casa Maria Soup Kitchen,
that annually serves approximately 35,000 hot meals at
lunchtime to the hungry and impoverished; and Our Mother’s
House, offering homeless single mothers with children housing, parenting skills, vocational training,
financial literacy courses, and education for the children.
During crisis such as the
aftermath of a hurricane or,
more recently, the Pandemic,
the Disaster Response
and Recovery Program of
Catholic Charities leaps into
action. This program offers
assistance to those
most impacted.
Catholic Charities
After-School
Reading Program
is known for its
individualized
reading instruction
for struggling and
disadvantaged
students in

Catholic Charities

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these,
you did it to me.” (Matt. 25:40)
kindergarten through fifth grade. As part of the outreach
effort, students also receive free books each year to
build their personal home libraries with the added
benefit of providing younger siblings access to books.
The staff communicates and partners with parents to
encourage a bridge of literacy between home and
school.
Children ages 3 to 5 are given the opportunity
to explore Science, Math, Reading, Writing,
Art, Technology, and Music at St. Martha’s
Early Learning Center. At the Boca Grande
Preschool, children learn values and
responsibility as well as how to communicate,
interact and resolve
conflict effectively
through play.
The Preschool
integrates
American Sign
Language into
the curriculum which
helps nonverbal children
participate and communicate
basic needs allowing teachers to
communicate without interrupting
activities.
The Judy Sullivan Family Resource
Center of Catholic Charities assists lowto moderate-income families and individuals.
The mission of the Center is to help those in need to
rise to a better standard of living and obtain greater
self-sufficiency. The Center offers a food pantry and
delivery of bags of food to those without a means
to travel to the facility. Financial assistance for
transportation, rent, utilities, counseling, daycare,
and education is also provided.
For the seniors, Catholic Charities
provides several affordable housing
communities such as the St. John
Paul II Villas. Seniors are offered
services which include a daily
hot lunch program, a food pantry,
recreation, and mental health
counseling through the Golden Gate
Senior Center.

Administrative Offices

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart...” (Col. 3:23)
The Diocesan Office of Information
Technology enables staff, Parishioners,
and students to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ by continuously improving
secure, cost-effective technology. In
addition, the Office coordinates
protection from the latest
on-line threats through
education and proactive
communications.
The Building Department provides
support to the Parishes and
schools in the areas of real estate,
construction, renovations, facility
management and loss prevention.
Care of the financial resources
generously entrusted to the Diocesan
Church by the Faithful is a responsibility
that the Diocese takes very seriously.
This work is done through the Finance
Department whose objective is to provide the highest level of stewardship of
all Diocesan and Parish temporal resources to maximize support for pastoral
ministries. Transparency along with other governance and administrative best
practices are implemented and evaluated on a regular, ongoing basis.
The Safe Environment Program assists Parishes and schools to ensure
all children and vulnerable adults are protected under the Diocesan Safe
Environment policies.
The Office of Human Resources coordinates employment and benefit services and acts
as a resource in support of the Parishes and schools of the Diocese of Venice. Services
provided include employee relations, human resource policies, legal compliance, and
benefit and pension administration.
So as to reduce the exposure of liability, the Risk
and Insurance Office provides educational
workshops and implementation of policies
and procedures to Parishes, schools and
other entities.
Diocesan Marriage Tribunal handles issues relating to marriage,
such as dispensations that may be required for those preparing
to get married, as well as annulments.

The CFA At Work

“...faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (Jas. 2:17)

15%
45%
19%
15%

6%

Ministry, Outreach, and Service 45%

Evangelization • Youth & Young Adult Outreach
• Caritas • Respect Life Department • Peace and
Social Justice Office • Worship Office • Parish
Services • Hispanic Apostolate • Prison Outreach •
Catholic Center Administrative Services • Marriage
Tribunal • Inter-Religious Affairs and Ecumenism
• Bishop’s Office and Episcopal Duties • Marriage
Preparation • Family Life Outreach • Haitian
Apostolate • Campus Ministry • Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Retreat Center • Campo San José
Retreat Center

Catholic Education 19%

Catholic Schools Department • Office of Religious
Education • Catholic School Subsidy • Institute for
Catholic Studies and Formation

Catholic Charities 15%
Support of Poor Parishes, Missions &
Convents 15%
Vocations and Clergy Support 6%

Seminary Education and Formation • Permanent
Diaconate • Diaconate Formation • Continuing
Education for Clergy • Office of Religious Life

Ways To Give
PLEASE CONSIDER A PLEDGE TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL
The previous pages presented in this brochure demonstrate the impact on the lives of individuals, families and communities when you respond generously in supporting the Catholic Faith
Appeal. Please consider making a gift to the 2021 CFA.
Pledging your gift may allow you to make a more generous and affordable contribution to the
CFA. The pledge can be spread out over several months. You may pledge with an initial payment
while the remaining balance can be donated at any time during the next nine months. The Diocese will send you monthly reminders.
You may use the following methods to make your gift:
• Check made payable to Catholic Faith Appeal.

• Credit or debit card (for a one-time gift or a monthly amount)
• Please send us the information via the pledge card or

• Visit www.dioceseofvenice.org, click on Catholic Faith Appeal Donate Now.

• Gift of Securities – Federal tax laws allow a charitable deduction for the full market value of
the appreciated securities on the date of your gift.

• IRA – If you are over the age of 70½, you may donate up to $100,000 per year from your

Individual Retirement Account tax free to a charitable cause. Spouses may also participate
to the same level if they have a separate IRA, giving married couples the opportunity to
donate up to $200,000. The funds must be paid directly to the Catholic Faith Appeal from your
financial advisor in order to qualify.

Will you be the helping hands for those in need?
Bishop’s Cornerstone Society Gift Levels
Trustee
Pillar
Benefactor
Patron

$25,000 and above
$10,000 to $24,999
$ 5,000 to $ 9,999
$ 2,500 to $ 4,999

Leadership Society Gift Levels
Steward
Angel
Friend

$1,500 to $2,499
$1,000 to $1,499
$ 500 to $ 999

In the context of the
Coronavirus Pandemic,
the Diocese of Venice
was consecrated to the
care and protection
of St. Joseph through
March 19, 2021.
St. Joseph is often
referred to as the
Protector of the family.

Gift Opportunities
GIFT OPPORTUNITIES USING THE 10-PAYMENT PLAN
Gift
Amount

Initial
Payment

9 Monthly
Payments

$50,000
$25,000		
$15,000
$10,000
$ 5,000
$ 2,500
$ 1,000
$ 500

$5,000
$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50

$5,000
$2,500
$1,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$ 50

Your gift to the 2021 Catholic Faith Appeal will continue to
make a difference in supporting the spiritual, educational,
charitable and pastoral initiatives at the Diocese of Venice.
Thank you!

Catholic Community
Foundation
For Good, For God, Forever

Donors give THROUGH, not to the Foundation
The Catholic Community Foundation of Southwest Florida helps create
lasting Catholic Legacies by working with you to provide long-term
support and sustainability to the Catholic entities and programs about
which you care most. The Foundation also ensures that your gifts will
always be used in the manner you intended.
The Foundation is the only community foundation in the Diocese of
Venice that focuses on supporting the mission of Christ and the Good
Works of the Catholic Church, while also investing all gifts in alignment
with the teachings of our Catholic Faith.
The Catholic Community Foundation offers a wide range of gifting
options including Endowment/Scholarship Funds, Charitable Gift
Annuities, Donor Advised Funds and more. Please contact the
Foundation to learn more about potential gifting options and establishing
your Catholic Legacy.

941-441-1124 | Morse@dioceseofvenice.org | 1000 Pinebrook Rd, Venice, FL 34285
www.ccfdioceseofvenice.org

