
Urbi et Orbi Message 
by Pope Francis 

“Urbi et Orbi” (“to the city [of Rome] and to the world”) is a 
special address and apostolic blessing offered by the pope on 
certain solemn occasions. Pope Francis gave the Urbi et Orbi talk 
below on March 27, 2020, on a dark, rainy evening in an empty 
St. Peter’s Square.  

“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). The Gospel 
passage we have just heard begins like this. For weeks 
now it has been evening. Thick darkness has gathered 
over our squares, our streets, and our cities; it has taken 
over our lives, filling everything with a deafening silence 
and a distressing void, that stops everything as it passes 
by; we feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, 
their glances give them away. We find ourselves afraid 
and lost. Like the disciples in the Gospel we were caught 
off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have 
realized that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile 
and disoriented, but at the same time important and 
needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in 
need of comforting the other. On this boat . . . are all of 
us. Just like those disciples, who spoke anxiously with 
one voice, saying, “We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too 
have realized that we cannot go on thinking of 
ourselves, but only together can we do this.  

It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story. What is 
harder to understand is Jesus’ attitude. While his 
disciples are quite naturally alarmed and desperate, he 
stands in the stern, in the part of the boat that sinks first. 
And what does he do? In spite of the tempest, he 
sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father; this is the only 
time in the Gospels we see Jesus sleeping. When he 
wakes up, after calming the wind and the waters, he 
turns to the disciples in a reproaching voice: “Why are 
you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40).  

 

Jesus Calms the Storm 



 

 Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the 
disciples’ faith consist, as contrasted with Jesus’ trust? 
They had not stopped believing in him; in fact, they 
called on him. But we see how they call on him: 
“Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do you 
not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in 
them, does not care about them. One of the things that 
hurts us and our families most when we hear it said is: 
“Do you not care about me?” It is a phrase that wounds 
and unleashes storms in our hearts. It would have 
shaken Jesus too. Because he, more than anyone, cares 
about us. Indeed, once they have called on him, he 
saves his disciples from their discouragement.  

The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers 
those false and superfluous certainties around which 
we have constructed our daily schedules, our projects, 
our habits and priorities. It shows us how we have 
allowed to become dull and feeble the very things that 
nourish, sustain, and strengthen our lives and our 
communities. The tempest lays bare all our 
prepackaged ideas and forgetfulness of what nourishes 
our people’s souls; all those attempts that anesthetize 
us with ways of thinking and acting that supposedly  
“save” us, but instead prove incapable of putting us in 
touch with our roots and keeping alive the memory of 
those who have gone before us. We deprive ourselves 
of the antibodies we need to confront adversity.  

In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with 
which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying 
about our image, has fallen away, uncovering once 
more that (blessed) common belonging, of which we 
cannot be deprived: our belonging as brothers and 
sisters.  “Why are you afraid?  Have you no faith?” 

 

I listened to Pope Frances’ address in March.  Now, after weeks of quarantine, I find new 
insights and wisdom.  Blessings to him as he leads God’s people.      Madonna Jones, MAPS 

-continued next week – Part 2 of Urbi et Orbi 


