
Thank you!  

The Giving Tree tags have all been filled and packages delivered. Thank 

you for your generosity and for making Christmas just a little brighter for 

local families and individuals.  

   Merry Christmas from the Works of Mercy team! 

Download our smartphone app for links and sign up for parish notifications under settings! The app 

has a white church with a turquoise background and is called WeConnect Parish App. 

If you're comfortable searching for it in the app store, simply tap on App Store if you have an    

iPhone or Google Play if you have Android. Type in WeConnect Parish App and look for the 

logo. Then click Get or Install. If you don' t know your  phone password, continue reading. If 

you have successfully downloaded the app, skip to Step 7 below. 

If you don't feel comfortable searching for it, follow the instructions below. Note: If it asks you for 

your password in order to download the app, call Apple if you have an iPhone and Google if you 

have Android and they should be able to assist you. 

1. Open your text messaging app 

2. Start a new text message 

3. Type in 555888 for the recipient 

4. In the text message body, type ParishApp1 if you have an iPhone, or ParishApp2 if you have Android 

5. Tap the send button 

6. You will receive a reply that contains a link. Click on this link and install the app. When you launch the app, it will ask for 

your location. Click Deny. 

7. Type “st johns adel” into the search field and St. John’s will pop up. Click on this pop up 

8. Set St. John’s as your default parish (it will say “Are you ready to set St. John’s Catholic Church as your home paish?”)                                                   

                                                                  If you need help please contact the office! 

Correction: The dates for the first weekend in January did not get changed on the Mass Intentions list on pg. 2. It should read 

Saturday, January 2nd, 4:30 pm, Mary & Gerald Whitten, and Sunday, January 3rd, 9:00 am Marv Dick. 

A BIG THANK YOU to those who decorated and set up the hall, to our  musicians and cantors, as well as 

those helping with the livestream, cleaning or filling liturgical roles at Mass! We could not do it without your 

help! Special thanks to Mike Cooper, Audra Warmuth, & Cheryl Krueger, we’ve seen a lot of you lately! 



Gospel Meditation,  

The Nativity of the Lord, December 25, 2020 

     If the salutation, “Merry Christmas,” is more than just the    ex-

pected greeting we use today, then what is the “more” really all 

about?  Today is a sacred day and the birth of Christ has changed not 

only history but how human beings perceive and relate with God. 

God has become one with humanity in the Person of Jesus Christ. All 

of these truths remain just pious sentiments unless they take flesh in 

the heart and soul of each one of us. We need to    absorb and im-

merse ourselves in what is meant by these truths so that we can be 

changed by them. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord! 

     A woman once recounted her journey with poverty and how she 

went from “doing” for the poor to “being with” the poor. It’s trans-

forming and life changing. It’s easy to simply give alms to those in 

need, and yet another thing to be with them in their     poverty and 

become poor ourselves. A change of the axis from vertical to horizon 

puts a whole new twist on things. Our souls understand the experience in ways that our minds simply cannot. Christmas re-

quires this same change of axis. 

      It is one thing to sing out the words, “Joy to the World,” and quite another to experience that joy ourselves. Many have not 

experienced the full impact of that first Holy Night because they choose to keep the manager at a distance rather than make a 

home with the Holy One who resides there. The birth of Christ levels the playing field of life and we have to allow ourselves 

to be leveled. There is no way to truly be human unless we understand that God is with us and blesses every fiber of the hu-

man experience. We cannot be truly human unless we listen to the words of the Word Made Flesh and work so that justice and 

peace can be realized by all, and God’s sacred earth cared for and nurtured. 

     The axis of Christmas begins to shift when we realize it’s not about, “I and me,” but, “we and us,” and there’s an order and 

purpose to how God fashions and sustains things. The world hasn’t really given Christ a full shot yet to understand that Truth 

has been born in our midst. We pick and choose what suits us in the message and leave the rest behind. 

     What needs to change about you so that Christ can truly be born in you? ©LPi 

                                                   Live the Liturgy 
 

Christ is born! When we say something very routinely, it often runs the risk of becoming void 

of meaning. When greeting someone, the usual question of, “how are you?” rolls immediately 

off our tongues. Do we really care about how the person is or is this simply a casual, some-

what insincere, greeting? A person can be absolutely miserable and claim that they are fine. 

The exclamation of “Merry Christmas” runs this same risk. There is meaning behind those 

words, but we may not be in sync with their depth. God becoming one like us is a cause for 

great merriment and joy! Do we find ourselves in that place today? We will gather at the 

homes of family and friends, share a meal, open gifts and spend the day in celebration. We 

will greet them with the common greeting of “Merry Christmas.” Those words can flow from 

our tongues “just because” that’s what we’re supposed to say, or they can flow from our 

tongues because of the profound, life-changing specialness of what we celebrate today. Christmas can easily get preoccupied 

with the sights and sounds as if they were ends in and of themselves: the decorations, lights, presents, gatherings, food, music, 

and traditions. But, rather than being ends, all of these things are really pointers to a greater truth that has dawned upon us. 

Christ our Savior has come to us and changed our lives. This is truly the time to be merry! 

We welcome all who come to worship with us today! If you are new to our parish and would like to become a 

member please pick up a registration pack in the entry or contact the office. We look forward to meeting you! 


