
Companions on the  
Journey of Faith 

Intergenerational Offering 
2020-2021 

A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by Jesus November—-Thanks Be to God 

Even when times are tough, we explore what we have to be thankful for. We will draw parallels  
between the  Thanksgiving holiday table and Eucharistic table. We continue to discover  

joy and hope, even amidst difficult circumstances.  

Join us for our virtual session on Sunday November 8th at 6:00 pm. 

Parish Connection: This Thanksgiving share 

this Catholic Household Blessing and Prayer. Send a 

picture of your gathering to re@stjohnsadel.org  for 

us to post on our website.   

A Thanksgiving Day Prayer 

Lord, we thank you for the goodness of our people 

and for the spirit of justice that fills this nation. We 

thank you for the beauty and fullness of the land and 

the challenge of the cities. We thank you for our 

work and our rest, for one 

another, and for our 

homes. Accept our 

thanksgiving on this day. 

We pray and give thanks 

through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Faith for All:  

Check out all the special pages for 

Adults 

Families 

Teens 

Children 

Saint of the Month:  St. Cecilia 

Our Catholic Traditions: Thanksgiving Litany 

Liturgical Year Connections:  Advent begins 

Faith in Action:  

This month we celebrate family and what spending time with family and friends means to us. 

While our holiday gatherings may be different this year they can still be meaningful. There 

will be many family members who we will miss gathering with this Thanksgiving.  As a fami-

ly take an afternoon to write and mail cards to those family members and friends who you 

will not see.  Send a note that says “thinking of you”, wishing you the best”, “sending hugs 

from our house to yours”.   

Scripture Connection 

1Thessalonians 5:18 

Philippians 4:4-7 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Church Teachings: Catechism of the  

Catholic Church 

CCC 1656 and 1657 

CCC1359 

November Goals for the Month: 

-To explore parallels between the experiences of the 

early Christian households and our own households. 

-To compare and contrast the struggles and joys of 

the early Christian households with our own struggle 

and joys. 

-To lift up all that the early Church had to be thank-

ful for as we lift up our blessings, even in the midst 

of hard times. 

-To explore the traditions of  the Thanksgiving table, 

the everyday table at home, alongside the Eucharis-

tic table at the parish. 

NOVEMBER 2020 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/11
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P56.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c1a3.htm
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Faith for All : Adults 

A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by Jesus  

November-Thanks be to God Adult Formation Video LINK  

 

Join Father Michael Driscoll for this month’s adult faith  

formation segment. 

Before viewing Fr. Michael Driscoll read closely the Emmaus 

story, Luke 24:13-35. Then reflect on the following three  

questions before watching the video: 

1. What do we know about these two  

disciples? 

2. Why did they not recognize Jesus on the 

road to Emmaus? 

3. If someone invites you to “break bread” 

with them, what are some of the meanings 

for this term?  

Table Prayer from Fr. Driscoll 

 In November, we focus on giving thanks for our 

many blessings, blessings we enjoy even in  

difficult times like a pandemic. 

Enjoy this short musical video 

reflection that helps us to call 

to mind all that we have to be 

thankful for.  

NOW THANK WE ALL  

OUR GOD 

We have been reading the letters of St. Paul to some of the early 

Christian communities and drawing parallels between his mes-

sages for them and his messages for us today. While we have 

been largely focused on his word for us as our households navi-

gate a pandemic, he has much to say to other issues of our time.  

Here is an article about Paul’s work to promote the “siblinghood” 

of all Christians. Paul preached that we are all sisters and brothers 

in Christ, without regard to distinctions based on class, wealth, 

race, ethnicity, etc. His teaching is still guiding us today as we 

combat racism and other discrimination in our communities.  

Click on banner above to go to website 

Click on image for video link 

“God is not remote from us. He is at 

the point of my pen, my pick, my 

paint brush, my needle—and my 

heart and thoughts.” 

—Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J.  
 

A beautiful facet of our Catholic faith is our be-

lief in the sacramentality of all of life. That’s a 

fancy way of saying that we believe that God is 

with us in all of life and all of creation. Even the 

ordinary, mundane moments of life are infused 

with God’s loving presence. When we open our 

eyes and hearts to God’s presence in our daily 

lives, we discover what is meant by everyday 

holiness. Our faith formation program helps kids 

to Find God in all things, and they are pretty 

good at it! We adults can learn from them.  

 

Here is an article that very simply and  

beautifully describes one person’s experience  

of the holiness of all of life.  

 

U.S. CATHOLIC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfkWKJ_Hya0&feature=youtu.be
https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/3/3/133300024/2020_november_table_prayer.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ytm22Pb2wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ytm22Pb2wc
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202006/what-church-leaders-can-learn-from-st-paul-about-race-and-diversity/
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/bishop-initiatives/civilize-it
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfkWKJ_Hya0&feature=youtu.beC:/Users/Kelly/Documents/1-%20Strategic%20planning
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202010/to-find-the-holy-in-everyday-life-remember-god-is-not-remote-from-us/
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Faith for All : Families 

A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by Jesus  

November—Thanks Be to God  

Prayer Journal: 
Prayer journals are one way to focus prayer and help 

children be active in the prayer.  Each month we will 

post new pages for a household, family, individual prayer 

journal. Print one for your whole family to use, print one 

for each child, send one to your grandchildren out of 

state and do it over the phone. The possibilities are end-

less. 

A Family of Believers Prayer Journal for November 

JUST FOR FUN: Bishop’s Wine in honor of St. Nicholas Day, December 6 

2 Bottles of red wine, or sparkling grape juice 

1 orange, studded with cloves, and quartered 

1 strip of lemon peel 

1 cinnamon stick 

¼ tsp each: allspice, ginger 

2-4 Tablespoons of sugar to taste 

Pour wine into a saucepan or crock pot. Add orange, lemon peel, cinnamon, and spices. Cover 

and simmer until hot. Add sugar to taste. Serve hot. 

Prayer and Thanksgiving:  as a household create a 

list of all the things you are thankful for this year. Don’t 

forget to include the big and small things. Read the list 

aloud at your thanksgiving meal.  Ask guests to add the 

things they are thankful for.   

Create Family Prayer 

Bookmarks. These 

beautiful bookmarks 

can be a special gift for 

your family or any one 

who enters your home 

during the holiday. 

 Fun for the Whole Family 

 

Games—for all ages. 

 

 

 

 

Fun Fall Activities 

Thankful Pumpkin  
 

As a family take a 

few minutes each 

day to name the 

things you are thank-

ful for.  Take turns 

writing them on a 

real pumpkin or on this paper pumpkin.   

At the end of the month you will have a whole 

“pumpkin” to be thankful for.  Click on image 

https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/3/3/133300024/november_prayer_journal.pdf
https://ourpastimes.com/christian-games-bus-trips-5488531.html
https://www.oprahmag.com/life/g28340277/fun-fall-activities/
https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/3/3/133300024/thankful_pumpkin.pdf
https://cathfamily.org/family-prayer-bookmarks/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cathfamily-oct-4-10-enjoy-your-week-with-god
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Faith for All : Teens 

A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by Jesus  

November—Thanks Be to God  

Confirmation Connection—--Important Sunday Meeting Dates: Year 1/5-6:30, Year 2/6:30-8 

November 15  in parish hall 

November 29th (virtual for 2nd year) 

December 13 in parish hall.  

Year 2 Confirmation Retreat-January 16 and 17  

Year 2 Confirmation meeting –January 31 

Confirmation Mass-February 14th at 1:00 pm. 

You can contribute 

to the Thanksgiv-

ing meal with this 

simple recipe: 

Spice cake mix 

15 oz. can of 

Pumpkin 

Mix together. Pour into lined or greased muf-

fin pans. Bake at 350 for 25-30 min. 

National Bible Week is November 15-21.  
See how well you do with this Scripture Scavenger Hunt 

When did Paul shave his head and why?  

 (Acts 18:18 & Numbers 6) 

When did Jesus spit? (John 9:6) 

When was Jesus so happy he wasn’t even hungry?  

 (John 4:25-36) 

When did Jesus cook fish on a campfire on a beach? 

(John 21:9) 

When did a riot almost break out because silversmiths 

were afraid that if too many people became Chris-

tians the market for silver idols would collapse? 

 (Acts 19:23-40) 

When did Jesus take two tries to cure a blind man? 

(Mark 8:22-25) 

When did a disciple get money from fishing without ei-

ther earning wages or selling the fish?  

 (Matthew 17:27) 

When did many Jewish priests become Christians?  

 (Acts 6:7) 

When did Jesus’ followers sit on the grass and arrange 

themselves in neat rows, like flower beds?  

  (Mark 6:39-40) 

Who gave a big party for Jesus? (Luke 5:27-29) 

Which apostle do we know was married? (Mark 1:30) 
 
(This was published in the “Trading Post” section of Religion Teachers’ Journal, January 1994, p. 41 

and April/May 1994, p. 42. The questions were developed by Diana Faust, Tinley Park IL.) 

From the Head to the Heart   
Pray: Overwhelmed with school, family 

expectations, coronavirus?  

This prayer method can help! 

 

Learn: Read more about Euchar ist and 

You and a great reason to love Thanksgiving:  

I Love Thanksgiving 

This is My Body 

 

Respond: Jesus I trust in you! 

Real Presence: Jesus Is Really Present in the 

Eucharist. Am I? 

https://bustedhalo.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/BH-CrisisRetreat-final.pdf
Read%20more%20about%20Eucharist%20and%20You%20and%20a%20great%20reason%20to%20love%20Thanksgiving:
https://lifeteen.com/blog/this-is-my-body-one-girls-journey-from-doubt-to-belief/
https://centerforministrydevelopmentfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/files/yma/Journal%20Article%20-%20Real%20Presence%20--%20Sr.%20Kieran%20Sawyer%20final.pdf
https://centerforministrydevelopmentfiles.s3.amazonaws.com/files/yma/Journal%20Article%20-%20Real%20Presence%20--%20Sr.%20Kieran%20Sawyer%20final.pdf
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Faith for All : Children 

A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by Jesus  

November—Thanks Be to God  

My Thanksgiving Prayer Placemat 
Thanksgiving is a time for giving thanks. Print off the “My Thanksgiving Prayer Placemat” and with crayons, colored 

pencils, or markers complete the activities together as you wait for the meal.  Write a thanksgiving prayer together, 

don’t forget to ask the adults what they are thankful for.  

 

10 Thanksgiving Activities 

Have a little fun this Thanksgiving, while remembering to give thanks. 

 

More fun Thanksgiving pages can be found HERE 

Prayer: Learn more about prayer  with your   

children. Don’t know where to start? 

Watch this video to learn more about the 

prayer process and try it together.  

Prayer Video from Dynamic Catholic: 

The Prayer Process 

Bible Story: Emmaus Story 

 
This month look up Luke 24: 13-53 

Talk about:  

What were the disciples discussing along the way to Emmaus?  

Do you think they believed that Jesus had truly risen before they met Jesus on the 

road? Support your answer.  

What happened to the disciples when Jesus spoke about the Scriptures to them?  

How did they finally recognize Jesus?  

Connect: 

Just as Jesus interpreted the Scriptures and broke bread with the disciples in Emmaus, 

so too do we encounter Christ through listening to God’s Word and the breaking of 

the bread of Eucharist at Mass. Answer each question below.  

How can I let Christ touch my heart through his Word during Mass?  

How can I more easily recognize Christ’s presence in the Eucharist?  

Review: Watch The Road to Emmaus  

Jesus My Friend 

Jesus is a friend who likes to listen to us.  Jesus enjoys 

hearing our good days and listening when we need help. 

This month, spend a few minutes each day telling Jesus 

what you are thankful for each day. Challenge, can you 

think of something new each day?  

Click image for activities 

https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/3/3/133300024/november_my_thanksgiving_prayer_placemat.pdf
https://paththroughthenarrowgate.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Thanksgiving-Coloring-Pages.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X3KRTWjKqc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3QkZsKLU2o
https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/3/3/133300024/jesus_my_friend_pdf.pdf
https://vanessamyers.org/10-thanksgiving-activities-for-kids/?fbclid=IwAR36JS_ugplPYR0_K2ThdHJJSZzJwWhgQqYu5O_weatSuULR0HvV_LabWAk
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Faith for All : We are Catholic 

A Family of Believers: Called and Sent by Jesus  

November—Thanks Be to God  

Our Catholic Traditions: Litany of Faith  

A form of prayer that Catholics often pray is called a litany. In a litany, the leader invokes a per-

son or petition, and the people answer with a recurring response. At Thanksgiving, it is an ap-

propriate prayer form to use as we recite the many things we have to be thankful for. Here is a 

prayer that you can use at your Thanksgiving table that concludes with a litany of thanks. Each 

person at the table can take a turn being the leader and naming something they are thankful for, 

and the rest of the group responds, “Lord we thank you.”  THANKSGIVING  LITANY LINK 

Liturgical Year Connections: .November 29 is the 

beginning of Advent and a new liturgical year in the church.  

Add this Advent prayer to your prayer space and use it 

throughout the month.  

 

 

 

 

 

Saint of the Month:  St. Cecilia, Patron Saint of Musicians, Feast Day-

November 22 

Are you a musical family? Does someone in your household play an instrument? 

Play your instruments or create your own and have a concert to celebrate  

St. Cecilia! 

Read more about her here or click on the picture to watch. 

 

Here are some easy ways to celebrate St. Cecilia from realifeathome.com. 

Go to the Website 

Advent Prayer 

 

We long for You Lord. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

We await Your coming in glory. 

 Come, Lord Jesus.   

We ask to watch with patient joy. 

  Come, Lord Jesus.  

We pray for Your Spirit. 

  Come, Lord Jesus. 

For the Kingdom, the Power, and the  

Glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/uploads/1/3/3/3/133300024/2020_november_table_prayer.pdf
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-cecilia/C:/Users/Kelly/Documents/1-%20Strategic%20planning
https://www.reallifeathome.com/easy-ways-to-celebrate-saint-cecilia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blpQQdfWfy0&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2IQVES_xC4WTm6-CDI

