


 1st Invitation: Reinvigorating Worship 
 
Are you wondering why there has been a few little additions in the celebration of the Mass at St. John’s?  The 
USCCB (The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) have invited each parish to participate in the   
National Eucharistic Renewal, which is a momentous, three-year initiative. We are now in the 2nd year, the 
Year of the Parish Renewal (June 2023 - July 2024).  It is hoped that parishes will experience profound re-
newal while participating in this grassroots efforts inspired by the four invitations of the Renewal for this 
year. 
 
Beginning with the source and summit of the Church’s life and mission, the first invitation is 
“reinvigorating worship” with a special attentiveness to the art of celebration in the liturgy.  This is  
celebrating the liturgy beautifully, with faithful attention to making the Light of Christ shine more brightly in 
our celebration of the Mass and help us encounter Jesus in a personal way and as a parish community.   
 
So, if you notice a slight addition in the celebration of the Mass, it is to help us draw closer to Christ and  
orient our minds and hearts to the beauty that is taking place at the Mass.  For example, the singing of the 
hymn Sanctuary as Fr. Remi is distributing the Eucharist to the ministers and servers.  The purpose of this is 
to help prepare us to receive the Eucharist, the true body and blood of Jesus Christ.   
 
This moment in the life of the Church is a tremendous opportunity to kick start the renewal of our parishes, 
beginning with and pointing back to Christ’s true presence and saving action in the Eucharist. 

St. John’s Parish Wide 30 Day  
Reflection 

If you did not get your copy of The Little Yellow 
Book, please pick it up in the gathering space.  We 
started on Sept. 18th, but it’s not too late to join in.   
 
Parishioner’s Personal  
Reflection: 
"The thing that stood out to us 
this last week was the remind-
er that the priest kisses the 
Bible because the ‘word was 
made flesh’ and Jesus is alive 
in the Gospel.  He is speaking 
to us personally." 
 

Why Ring the Bells? 
You’ve probably noticed that 
bells are being rung during 
Mass. The Roman Catholic 
Church has a long history of 
ringing bells on the Altar to 
draw attention during the 

Consecration of the Holy Eucharist. Since the 
time of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), 
the Mass has been offered in the language of the 
people (vernacular), rather than in traditional Lat-
in. Thus, bell ringing was determined to be op-
tional, since everyone in the parish congregation 
can understand and follow what is being prayed 
on the Altar. Fr Remi and other St John’s parish 
leaders have decided to bring back the ringing of 
the Altar bells during the Liturgy of the Eucharist, 
especially during this year of “Eucharistic Renew-
al” for all Catholics.  In drawing attention during 
the Consecration - at the Epiclesis, the elevation 
of the Host, and the elevation of the Chalice – it is 
hoped that our parish family will be drawn ever 
closer into the wonderful gift and reality that our 
Lord Jesus Christ has given His real body and 
blood to us in the Eucharist. 

All are invited to join us in song at each 
Mass to prepare to receive the Eucha-
rist, the true body and blood of Christ. 

 
Sanctuary lyrics can be found in the 

front cover of the  
missilette. 

 

We welcome Chuck Maffin into full reception of the Catholic Church.  May 
God bless you, your family, and your journey of faith. 


