Welcome!

St. John’s
Catholic Church

Companions

on the journey of faith

St. John’s Catholic Church
24043 302nd Place, P.O. Box 185,
Adel, IA 50003
www.stjohnsadel.org
“Companions on the Journey of Faith”

Dear Friend in Christ,
On behalf of the St. John’s parish community, we would like to personally
welcome you to our parish. We hope to get to know you better in the
near future.
You will find enclosed in this brochure a brief explanation of various
groups within the parish, contact information for the Parish Staff, and information on the history of St. John’s. It also includes Mass times and other
regularly scheduled sacramental prep and faith formation information.
If you would like to register as a member here at St. John’s, please complete the parish registration form enclosed in this packet. If you are already registered at a parish in the Des Moines Diocese, we should be
able to pull your information over to our database from your previous
parish. In this case, you would only need to update your address or other
data that may have recently changed.
The New Members Questionnaire will give us the opportunity to put a
brief introduction about you in our parish bulletin, as well as a picture if
provided. This information can be mailed, emailed, brought to the office
or dropped in the collection basket at Mass.
Please feel free to contact the office if you have questions or if you think
we can be of help in any way. Again, welcome to St. John’s!
Blessings to you and your loved ones,
Sincerely,
The Parish Staff
Fr. Remi Okere, Lori Glanz, Kelly Howard, Jacque Seidl, and Kabrina Brady
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Sacraments in the Catholic Church
Baptism • First Communion •
Reconciliation • Confirmation •
Anointing of the Sick • Holy Orders •
Holy Matrimony
For questions about First Communion and Reconciliation, contact the Director of Faith Formation.
For questions about Confirmation, contact the Youth Minister.
For questions about any other Sacrament, contact the office.

Information
Baptism: Celebrated during or after the Eucharist on Saturday or
Sunday. Parents should contact the office to schedule a baptism and to arrange preparation for the Sacrament.
First Communion: Celebrated by 2nd graders. Their parents are
central to the preparation process and will use the God’s Gift
curriculum from Loyola Press.
Reconciliation: Children celebrate Reconciliation for the first
time in 2nd grade. Reconciliation is offered on Saturdays from
3:30-4:00 PM in the Reconciliation Room in the back of the
church.
Confirmation: Preparation begins at the beginning of 9th grade,
and lasts until the middle of 10th grade. Confirmation candidates are offered catechetical, prayer and service experiences. Candidates are confirmed during the 10th grade year.
Anointing of the Sick: Encouraged for those who are ill or elderly.
Arrangements can be made by contacting the Pastor or the office.
Marriages: Please contact the office as soon as possible (and at
least 4 to 6 months before the proposed wedding date) to confirm a date and to begin marriage preparation with the Pastor.
Holy Orders: Please pray for and encourage religious vocations.
If new students have not received a sacrament, the Director of Faith Formation works with each family in preparing the student so that they can
be brought up to date.
3

Parish Councils and
Committees

Parish Events and
Programs

Pastoral Council • Council
for Catechesis • Worship
and Spirituality • Works of
Mercy Team • Fellowship
Committee •
Music Ministry • Finance
Council

St. John’s offers many events and
fellowship opportunities. Join us
for donuts after Sunday Mass, and
don’t miss the Knights of Columbus meals held frequently during
the year. Check out our website
(stjohnsadel.org) to stay up-todate on parish events.

If you would like to get involved at
St. John’s, consider joining a council
or committee. See our website for
more information about individual
councils/committees.

Affiliated Groups
Knights of Columbus
A group for Catholic men ages 18 and up. Check out the Knights of Columbus Facebook page @KofC9574. Contact Mike Mensen at (515) 6691385 or finewinex2@aol.com for more information.
St. John’s Respect Life Committee
A committee dedicated to protecting life from the moment of conception to death. If you are interested in joining, please contact Chris Oberreuter at (515) 993-2192.
Healing Hearts
A grief support group that meets the second Friday of every month at St.
John’s. For more details, contact Anne Alesch at (515) 557-3169 or
anne.alesch@unitypoint.org, or visit our parish website.
Catholic Widows and Widowers
Meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in West Des Moines on the north side of church. Membership fee
of $15/year. Luncheons, potlucks, dinners out, movies, trips to places of
interest. Carpool available. Contact Judy LaRonde at (515) 998-7791.
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Formation

Youth Faith Formation









Who is it for? Children grades K-8
When is it? Wednesday evenings, September through
the first week of May.
What are its goals? To help young disciples come to
know Jesus as their Lord and Savior and encounter
God through the sacraments.
What is the curriculum? Grades K-5 use “Finding God”
from Loyola Press. Grades 6-8 use Edge, from LifeTeen.
8th grade will also study Theology of the Body for Middle School.
For more information, contact the Director of Faith Formation.
High School Youth Ministry








Who is it for? Grades 9-12
When is it? Wednesday evenings, September through
the first week of May.
What is it? Dedicated Driven Disciples, or 3D, provides
retreats, socials, and service projects.
What are its goals? To inspire and encourage young
adults to live their Catholic faith and bring them into a
deeper relationship with Christ and His Church.
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Formation

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults







Who is it for? Adults who want to become Catholic. There is
also a program designed for students in 11th & 12 grade that
were not previously confirmed.
Where is it? It takes place within the parish community.
When is it? RCIA culminates at the Easter sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirmation.
If you would like to join the Catholic Church or be a part of
the RCIA Team, contact the parish office.
Teams Of Our Lady (TOOL)






Who is it for? Married couples
What is it? A team is a group of five to seven couples and a
spiritual advisor who meet once a month to share, pray and
discuss challenges of living a Christian marriage and life. Couples use a time-tested format to meet their needs and desires
of growing closer in love and faith through TOOL, and in the
process they discover support for one another and for their
marriage.
If you have any questions, contact Erin Merschman at (515)
480-3842.
Adult Faith Formation
These groups meet throughout the year. All are welcome.
Check the bulletin or our website for more details.

8

Parish History
The first settlers in Dallas County went to Mass when it was possible in Des Moines, which at that time was a country village.
Later, in the 1860’s Fr. John Brazil, who was stationed at St.
Ambrose in Davenport, would come to a home in the
Granger area. There is some mention of Rev. Edward Gaule
as the resident pastor of St. Galls Catholic Church in Dallas
Center during the 1870’s. In 1874 Fr. Gaule was transferred to
Atlantic and was the only resident priest between Des Moines
and Council Bluffs. No other information can be obtained regarding St. Galls, when it was built and what became of it.
Around the turn of the century, when the entire southern portion of Iowa made up the Diocese of Davenport, Rev. Francis
Larkin would come to Adel once a month to celebrate Mass
for Catholics in the area, in the home of David Fitzgerald, at
the corner of 11th and Main Street. In 1911, the Diocese of
Des Moines was founded and in 1912, Fr. Larkin was appointed pastor of St. Boniface Parish in Waukee, the first resident pastor serving Waukee. He served St. John’s of Adel as
well.
In 1917, Rev. Daniel Sheehy was appointed pastor of St. Boniface with mission parishes in Adel and Dallas Center. That
same year, a Gothic style brick church was built on the corner
of 11th and Main Street in Adel. The cost of the new church
was $9,700.00
In 1969 St. John’s built it’s current church on five acres of land
located one mile South of Adel. The land was donated by the
Miksich family. The church and furnishings cost $134,474.00.
John the Baptist is the patron saint of St. John’s Parish. An additional 10 acres was acquired from Miksich family in 2011 in
anticipation of the growth of our parish. To help with the growing needs of St. Boniface and St. John’s, Sister Barbara Marshall, a Sister of Christian Community, was hired...(continued)
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Parish History (continued)
...as a pastoral minister. School Sisters of St. Frances served as
pastoral ministers in the years that followed; 1984 Sister Dorothy
Hofer, 1986 Sister Marie Hodapp, and 1991 Sister Carol Ann Jaeger.
In 1992 St. John’s established as a parish independent of Waukee. Rev. Martin Chevalier was the first resident priest in Adel.
The current rectory was purchased in 1999 and is located at
1715 Prairie Street in Adel.
In the Spring of 2012 the parish began the “Expanding Christ’s
Love” Building Expansion Campaign for a $2.2 million addition to
the East that would include a large parish hall and bathrooms
on the upper level and additional classrooms and office on the
lower level. This is the first phase of a plan that will later include a
full remodel of the existing church and lower level. We broke
ground for the new addition in March of 2014 the campaign in
ongoing.
Today, St. John’s Catholic Church is home to over 400 families. In 2013 our church community began a two-year visioning
process to create a strategic plan for our parish. The process
has helped us to clearly define our mission to prepare the way
of the Lord by connecting people to Jesus and one another. It is
the vision of St. John’s Catholic Church to nurture lifelong faith
by being an inviting and supportive community of believers. We
are proud to be an active and dynamic catholic community
forming missionary disciples.
The following priests served St. John’s beginning in:
1912 Rev. Francis Larkin • 1917 Rev. Daniel Sheehy • 1921 Rev.
William Coughlan • 1936 Rev. Michael O’Neill • 1942 Rev. Declan
Dower • 1944 Rev. William Devine • 1945 Rev. John Aldera • 1953
Rev. Maurice Schulte • 1964 Rev. John Clark • 1979 Rev. Thomas
Pfeffer • 1985 Rev. Anthony Aiello • 1992 Rev. Martin G. Chevalier • 1998 Rev. Richard Gubbels • 2001 Rev. Albert Sherbo • 2011
Rev. Wayne Gubbels • 2015 Rev. Remigius Okere
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Weekend Mass Schedule:

Daily Mass Schedule:
Tuesday: 5:30 pm

Saturday Mass: 4:30 pm
Join us in Praying the Rosary 30 minutes prior to
Mass.

Wednesday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 8:30 am
Adoration 9 am to 9 pm
on Thursdays

Sunday Mass: 9:00 am
All are welcome to join us
in the parish hall after 9
am Sunday Mass for coffee, juice and donuts.

Friday: 8:30 am
The 1st Friday of the
Month Mass will be held
at 9:00 am at Adel Acres,
1919 Greene Street)

Join us in Praying the Rosary 30 minutes prior to
Mass.

Adoration: Thursdays from 9 am to 9 pm
Reconciliation: Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:00 pm
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St. John’s Catholic Church
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 185
Physical Address: 24043 302nd Place
Adel, IA 50003
Website: stjohnsadel.org

Meet Our Staff
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am to 4 pm
(515) 993-4482
Fax (515) 993-3973
Parish Secretary
Lori Glanz
saintjc3@gmail.com
Pastor
Fr. Remi Okere
Rectory 515-993-1056
Director of Faith Formation
Kelly Howard
515-993-4590
saintjc3re@gmail.com

Youth Minister/
Confirmation Coordinator
Jacque Seidl
saintjcym@gmail.com

Office Assistant/
Coordinator of Volunteers
Kabrina Brady
saintjcvol@gmail.com

Mission Statement: To prepare the way of the Lord by connecting
people to Jesus and to one another.

@stjohnsadel

Download our smartphone app!
It is called “WeConnect Parish
App”. Get it on the App Store or
Google Play and search for “St.
John’s Adel” when prompted.
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