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oCompanions on the Journey

Dear Friend in Christ,

On behalf of the St. Johnds parish comr
welcome you to our parish. We hope to get to know you better in the
near future.

You will find enclosed in this brochure a brief explanation of various

groups within the parish, contact information for the Parish Staff, and in-
formation on the history of St. Johndos.
regularly scheduled sacramental prep and faith formation information.

Il f you would Iike to register as a memtk
plete the parish registration form enclosed in this packet. If you are al-

ready registered at a parish in the Des Moines Diocese, we should be

able to pull your information over to our database from your previous

parish. In this case, you would only need to update your address or other

data that may have recently changed.

The New Members Questionnaire will give us the opportunity to put a
brief introduction about you in our parish bulletin, as well as a picture if
provided. This information can be mailed, emailed, brought to the office
or dropped in the collection basket at Mass.

Please feel free to contact the office if you have questions or if you think
we can be of help I n any way. Again, Wwe

Blessings to you and your loved ones,
Sincerely,

The Parish Staff
Fr. Remi Okere, Lori Glanz, Kelly Howard, Jacque Seidl, and Kabrina Brady



Sacraments in the Catholic Church

Baptism A First Communion A
Reconciliation AConfirmation A /E\;\ Q
Anointing of the Sick  AHoly Orders A| & —
Holy Matrimony I

For questions about First Communion and Reconciliation, contact the Di-
rector of Faith Formation.
For questions about Confirmation, contact the Youth Minister.
For questions about any other Sacrament, contact the office.

Information

Baptism: Celebrated during or after the Eucharist on Saturday or
Sunday. Parents should contact the office to schedule a bap-
tism and to arrange preparation for the Sacrament.
First Communion: Celebrated by 2nd graders. Their parents are
central to the preparation proces
curriculum from Loyola Press.
Reconciliation:  Children celebrate Reconciliation for the first
time in 2nd grade. Reconciliation is offered on Saturdays from
3:30-4:00 PM in the Reconciliation Room in the back of the
church.
Confirmation: Preparation begins at the beginning of 9th grade,
and lasts until the middle of 10th grade. Confirmation candi-
dates are offered catechetical, prayer and service experi-
ences. Candidates are confirmed during the 10th grade year.

Anointing of the Sick: Encouraged for those who are ill or elderly.
Arrangements can be made by contacting the Pastor or the of-

fice.
Marriages: Please contact the office as soon as possible (and at
least 4 to 6 months before the proposed wedding date) to con-
firm a date and to begin marriage preparation with the Pastor.
Holy Orders: Please pray for and encourage religious vocations.

If new students have not received a sacrament, the Director of Faith For-
mation works with each family in preparing the student so that they can
be brought up to date.
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Parish Councils and Parish Events and

Committees Programs
Pastoral Council A Council
for Catechesis _A Wo r 0

St of er m:
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Mercy Team A Foraldnuts aitenssinblay Mpss, and

Commi ttee A donét miss the Knig
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Music Ministry (A -« wapSite

Council (stiohnsadel.org) to stay up  -to -
date on parish events.

If you would like to get involved at
St . Johnos, consi der
or committee. See our website for
more information about individual
councils/committees.

joining a counci l

Affiliated Groups
%
Knights of Columbus

A group for Catholic men ages 18 and up. Check out the Knights of Co-
lumbus Facebook page @KofC9574. Contact Mike Mensen at (515) 669
1385 or finewinex2@aol.com for more information.

St. Johnds Respect Life Commi

A committee dedicated to protecting life from the moment of concep-
tion to death. If you are interested in joining, please contact Chris Ober-
reuter at (515) 993 -2192.

Healing Hearts

A grief support group that meets the second Friday of every month at St.
Johnos. For more details, comnr36@ort Ann

anne.alesch@unitypoint.org, or visit our parish website.

Catholic Widows and Widowers
Meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in West Des Moines on the north side of church. Membership fee
of $15/year. Luncheons, potlucks, dinners out, movies, trips to places of
interest. Carpool available. Contact Judy LaRonde at (515) 998 -7791.
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Youth Faith Formation

7 Who is it for? Children grades K -8

7 When is it? Wednesday evenings, September through
the first week of May.

7 What are its goals? To help young disciples come to
know Jesus as their Lord and Savior and encounter
God through the sacraments.

7 What is the curriculum? GradesK-5 use OFi ndin
from Loyola Press. Grades 6 -8 use Edge, from LifeTeen.
8th grade will also study Theology of the Body for Mid-
dle School .

¢ For more information, contact the Director of Faith For-

mation. 53 EEI]E

High School Youth Ministry

7 Who is it for? Grades 9 -12

1 When is it? Wednesday evenings, September through
the first week of May.

7 What is it? Dedicated Driven Disciples, or 3D, provides
retreats, socials, and service projects.

7 What are its goals? To inspire and encourage young
adults to live their Catholic faith and bring them into a
deeper relationship with Christ and His Church.







