
First Sunday of  Advent 
November 29, 2020 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 
 

5301 Daylight Drive, Evansville, IN 47725 / (812) 867-3718 / www.catholicdaylight.org 

Mass 
Saturday, 5:00 pm 

Sunday, 7:00 am & 10:00 am 
Tuesday, 8:00 am 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm 
Thursday, 8:00 am 

Friday, 9:00 am 
First Saturday, 8:00 am 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday, 4:00–4:45 pm 
Sunday, 6:15–6:45 am 
Tuesday, 7:15–7:45 am 

Wednesday, 5:15–5:45 pm 
Thursday, 7:15–7:45 am 

Friday, 8:15–8:45 am 
And by appointment 

 

Office Hours 
Mon–Fri, 8:00 am –4:30 pm 

Adoration & Benediction 
Wednesday, 5:00 pm, in the Church. 
 

Adult Faith Formation, Religious Education & Confirmation 
Contact Joel Padgett at the Parish Office. 
 

Baptism 
Contact Deacon Richard to sign-up for classes (if expecting, 
preferably during the 2nd trimester). 
 

Marriage 
Contact the Parish Office as soon as an engagement is discussed to 
meet with Fr. Chris for marriage preparation. 
 

New Parishioners 
To register, please pick up a registration packet by the Parish Office 
window or download one from our website. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
If you are interested in becoming Catholic or want to learn about the 
Catholic Faith, contact Deacon Richard. 
 

Rosary 
The Rosary is prayed twenty minutes before weekend Masses and 
after weekday Masses. 
 

Saint Clare Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
You may visit the Chapel at any time. Contact Jane Young for 
questions, to sign up for a holy hour, or to have access to the Chapel. 

Pastor........................................................Fr. Chris Forler 
cforler@evdio.org 

 

Deacon....................................................Vince Bernardin 
vbernardin@evdio.org 

 

Deacon...........................................Richard Leibundguth 
rleibundguth@evdio.org 

 

Bookkeeper/Business Manager............Paula Jordan 
pjordan@evdio.org 

 

Director of Music/Liturgy................Berny Heitzman 
bheitzman@evdio.org 

 

Maintenance......................................George Smiljanich 
gsmiljanich@evdio.org 

 

Parish Catechetical Leader......................Joel Padgett 
jpadgett@evdio.org 

 

Preschool Director/Teacher.....................Traci Davis 
tdavis@evdio.org 

 

Secretary.........................................................Jane Young 
jayoung@evdio.org 

 

Youth Minister............................................Wade Lovell 
wlovell@evdio.org 

 

Office Assistant…………...…….……..Mary Shetler 
mshetler@evdio.org 



“Thanks Be to God” by Joel Padgett as published in The Message 
  

What a year it’s been! And what a year it still promises to be! This year’s celebration of 
Thanksgiving may have been quite different for many people. Yet, even if the external 
observation may not have been what one would have desired, the heart of what and 
why we celebrate this holiday does not depend on externals. Similar to how the day on 
which we celebrate Jesus’ birth is increasingly attacked through efforts to take “Christ” 
out of Christmas, so Thanksgiving is stripped of its original meaning—giving thanks to 
God—when it is simply reduced to “Turkey Day.” Contrary to cancel culture, it is 
essential that a society not forget its roots in order to be healthy, to grow, and to not 
repeat past mistakes. Since politics have been so present this year, let us remember what 
some prominent politicians had to say about the purpose of Thanksgiving. 

  

Recalling the earliest celebrations of Thanksgiving in the United States, John F. 
Kennedy stated, “Over three centuries ago, our forefathers in Virginia and in 
Massachusetts, far from home in a lonely wilderness, set aside a time of thanksgiving. 
On the appointed day, they gave reverent thanks for their safety, for the health of their 
children, for the fertility of their fields, for the love which bound them together, and for 
the faith which united them with their God.” 

  

The first official nationwide celebration of Thanksgiving took place in 1789. George 
Washington proclaimed the holiday to be “a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to 
be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of 
Almighty God.” Of all years, however, this year might find many people struggling to 
have a “grateful heart” and to see the “many and signal favors of Almighty God.” Let’s 
be honest, it has been a rough year. 

  

To this end, perhaps the words of Abraham Lincoln are the most fitting and worth 
quoting at greater length. Two and a half years into our nation’s bloody civil war, which 
raged from 1861–1865, he stated the following in his Thanksgiving Proclamation of 
1863: 
  

“The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful 
fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which are of 
so extraordinary a nature that they cannot fail to penetrate and even soften the heart 
which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God. […] 
No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great 
things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who while dealing with us in 
anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. […] I do, therefore, invite my 
fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and 
those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of 
November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who 
dwelleth in the heavens. And I recommend to them that, while offering up the 
ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, 
with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to 
His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in 
the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore 
the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore 
it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of 
peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.”  

  

Although a century and a half have gone by, and even though the immediate cause is 
different, Lincoln’s words may just as well have been written for today. For the ultimate 
cause of all discord, division, and death is sin. However, in Christ Jesus, sin and death 
are conquered. He is our Savior, and He is with us always, even to the end of the age 
(cf. Mt. 28:20). So, come what may, thanks be to God! 

Mass Intentions 
 

Tues., Dec. 1  † Wayne, Shirley & Gerald Meny 
8:00 am    Req. by Mike & Barb Meny 
 
Wed., Dec. 2   † Jerry Murphy 
6:00 pm    Req. by Lisa Ehrhardt 
 
Thurs., Dec. 3  † Robert Schaefer 
8:00 am    Req. by Ruth McDaniel 
 
Fri., Dec. 4    † Anna Marie Grannon 
9:00 am    Req. by Family & Friends 
 
Sat., Dec. 5    † Marie E. Denu 
8:00 am    Req. by Keith & Jane Young 
 
    
5:00 pm    † Ann Nalin 
                              Req. by Family & Friends 
 
Sun., Dec. 6   For the Parish 
7:00 am 
 
10:00 am    † John A. & John L. Henneberger 
    Req. by Freida Henneberger 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

Seminarian of the Month—Send a note of encouragement 
to Keith Hart, at Pontifical North American College, 00120 
Vatican City State, Europe. Class: Keith is in First Theology. 
His home Parish: St. Peter Parish in Montgomery.  

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS, AND HOLY DAY 
SCHEDULE 2020–2021 

 

INDIVIDUAL SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays, 4:00–4:45 pm 

Tues., & Thurs., 7:15–7:45 am, Wed., 5:15–5:45 pm, and 
Fri., 8:15–8:45 am 

Sunday, November 29, 1:00 pm–3:00 pm 
Sunday, December 6, 1:00 pm–3:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 15, 6:00 pm–until all confessions 
heard 

Friday, December 18, 6:00 pm–until all confessions heard 

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

Mass: Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 am & 6:00 pm  

 

CHRISTMAS 
Masses: Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24, 4:00 & 

7:00 pm (Masks required) and 10:00 pm 
Mass: Christmas Day, Friday, December 25, 9:00 am 

(Masks required and No incense) 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
Mass: Vigil, Thursday, December 31, 6:00 pm & Friday, 

January 1, 9:00 am 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Masses: Saturday, January 2, 5:00 pm 

Sunday, January 3, 7:00 am and 10:00 am 



Weekly Schedule 
 

Sunday, November 29 
1pm–3pm Reconciliation (Due to the coronavirus, we will not 
 be offering cluster reconciliation services this 
 Advent. However, there will be additional times 
 scheduled for individual reconciliation.) 
 
Monday, November 30 
 
Tuesday, December 1 
6:00 pm Alter Society Christmas Party—Cancelled 
 
Wednesday, December 2 
5:00 pm Adoration & Benediction (Church) 
5:00 pm Sacred & Immaculate Heart Prayer Apostolate 
 (St. Clare Chapel) 
6:30 pm Adult Faith Formation: Credo (Church) 
 
Thursday, December 3 
6:45 pm Knight of Columbus Meeting (Gym) 
 
Friday, December 4 
5:00 pm Building Committee Meeting 
 
Saturday, December 5 
8:30 am Young Women's Bible Study (Gym) 
 
Sunday, December 6 
1pm– 3pm Reconciliation (Due to the coronavirus, we will not 
 be offering cluster reconciliation services this 
 Advent. However, there will be additional times 
 scheduled for individual reconciliation.) 

Memory Candles—The candles in the Sanctuary Lamp and the 
St. Clare Adoration Chapel will burn this week in Honor of: 

Amy Jo Robertson & Lucy Robertson 
Donated by: Earl & Grace Robertson 

First Sunday of  Advent—November 29, 2020 

Sign-up for Parish Emails & Texts 
 

Our Parish uses Flocknote to keep you informed of 
important news, updates and cancellations. Text 
StJohnDaylight  to 84576, or go to https://
StJohntheEvangelistCath4.flocknote.com. You can also choose to 
be added to any of the groups or ministries you participate 
in. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society— Contact: 
Donal Gogarty, svdpsjd@gmail.com. 
Donations to the Thrift Store remain in a 
state of flux due to the high volume of 
items received and some employees 
being out. Prior to dropping items off 
please call the store at 812-425-3148 to confirm items are 
being accepted. Thanks for your support of SVDP.   
First Sunday of Advent: 
As we begin Advent we are called to “Be watchful! Be 
alert” as we stand in joyful anticipation for the grace of 
Christmas to once again bless our  lives. Your gift in the 
St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the poor to 
celebrate the grace of God’s love this Christmas. 

Ladies Laurels: April Van Polen graduated from the 

University of Evansville with a degree in elementary 
education. April started her career as a middle school 
teacher. She then transitioned to working as a 
Developmental Therapist for First Steps, where she has 
been helping toddlers with developmental delays for the 
past 12 years. April and her husband Jason adopted both 
of their daughters as infants from Guatemala. April 
started a women’s bible study here at St. Johns after 
attending a friend’s bible study. April has helped at the 
church dinners since she was a teenager and taught 
Children’s Religious Education for 6 years. April is also a 
member of the Gabriel Project. One of April’s favorite 
hobbies is baking and praying the rosary as frequently as 
she can.   

 
Sponsor of the Week:  

Please patronize and thank our 
sponsors  

for supporting our Parish.  

The Altar Society Meeting/Party scheduled for 
December 1 has been cancelled, but we are still asking 
for donations to Ozanam  Shelter for our Christmas 
outreach project.  Ozanam  would much appreciate 
donations of towel sets or monetary gifts.  Please bring 
towels to the commons area on the first 2 weekends of 
Advent which would be November 28 and 29 and 
December 5 and 6 or place envelopes of donations in 
the collections boxes, made out to St. John with a 
subject line of Ozanam.  Thank you, in advance, for 
your generosity!  

Gabriel Angel Tree 
 

The 2020 Gabriel Project Angel Tree is now 
up and in the commons! We are helping even 
more families in need with Christmas this 
year! Each ornament on the tree lists a gift 
suggestion for an individual being helped by 
Gabriel Project. Please return the purchased 

item, wrapped and with the ornament attached as your gift tag, 
to the commons by Sunday December 6th. We will be visiting 
Gabriel Project families and delivering gifts on Monday 
December 14. Plan to meet in the commons at 3:45 pm to pack 
and pray. Please bring a mask for deliveries. Thank you for your 
generous support of Gabriel Project! Your donations bring so 
much joy to these families! 



Cursillo Ultreya: Contact: Alicia Nichols, 
stjohnsdaylight@evansvillecursillo.com 
 

Gabriel Project 
Contact: Tarah Bracher, 812-983-4517 
 

Good Shepherd Prayer Apostolate 
Contact: Marie Dasher, 812-455-2905 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Contact: Ray Lambert, 812-867-5402 
 

Health Ministries/Helping Hand 
Contact: Lori Rudolphi, 812-568-2479, 
or Lisa Jackson, 812-457-7881 
 

Knights of Columbus, Council 14659 
Contact: Matt Nichols, 812-604-8988 
 

Mother to Mother 
Contact: Jade Blankenberger, 812-453-7364 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Contact: Lois Martin, 812-303-4541 
 

Renewal In The Spirit 
Contact: Donna Todd, 812-602-3003 
 

Respect Life 
Contact: Mandy Keener, 812-459-4119 

 

Rosary Leaders 
Contact: Marie Dasher, 812-455-2905 
 

Sacred and Immaculate Heart Prayer 
Apostolate 
Contact: Grace Robertson, 812-306-4689 
 

Senior Citizen Mass/Breakfast 
Contact: Virginia Miller, 812-867-5765 
 

St. Anne Altar Society 
Contact: Berny Heitzman, 812-867-3718 

St. John Men’s Club 
Contact: Steve Wagner, 812-457-1678 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Contact: Donal Gogarty, svdpsjd@gmail.com 
 

Troops of St. George 
Contact: Sean Boyles, 812-430-9560 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Contact: April Van Polen, 812-457-9453 
 

Women’s Book Club 
Contact: Ginger Gogarty, 812-598-7167 

Parish Ministries/Activities 


