
 

 

 
Historic Murals preserved from old St. John’s Church          
The old Saint John the Evangelist Church Catholic Church displayed 

many murals in the sanctuary.  Six such murals were sold at auction 

and then preserved by parishioners and restored by the church.  

These six are of the Holy Family (2), Abraham (2) and angels (2).   

On Easter Saturday, April 15, 2022, four of these paintings, the Holy 

Family and Abraham canvases, were hung around the crucifix in the 

current church above the high altar.   

The old church’s interior was remodeled in the late 1960s.  The 

canvas murals were removed and stored for some time.  The 

murals, and other interior church property, were sold at auction in 

the early 1980’s.  Tom Coomes bought six canvas murals at auction.  

Later, Charles and Nancy Wagner purchased the murals from Mr. 

Coomes, stored them and donated them back to the church.  The 

canvases were rolled during their storage.   

In the early 2000’s, the original 14 Stations of the Cross, the high 

altar and these 6 historic murals from the original church were 

restored.  The 6 murals were restored, refinished, and tacked 

around wood by Trinity Church Supply in Cincinnati. Our St Anne’s 

Altar Society, Men’s Club and the parish funded the restoration of 

the murals.  While other restored pieces were put into the current 

church, the restored murals   remained in storage in Cincinnati.  Around 2014, there was interest in framing them and 

putting them in the current church.  In 2021, the 6 murals were brought out of storage and stored in Dan Pate’s art 

studio.  An anonymous donor and Mrs. Dan Pate helped fund their framing. 

Because the canvases were put directly on the walls of the old church and framed with painted decorations, we had 

crafted, locally by Jim Shelton, arched, red oak frames.  They were shellacked by Andy Preske. 

Two murals are of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and are the largest in size. Two are of our father in faith, 

Abraham.  Two paintings of angels are the smallest in size.  These six canvases measure 7 ½ to 8 feet in height and 4 to 4 

1/2 feet in width. Their canvases feature an arch at the top.   

In one mural Jesus, as a young boy, is with his Mother Mary and Joseph, his foster father, in Joseph’s workshop.  It was 

displayed above Mary’s side altar.  In another, Mary and Jesus, as a young man, are at Joseph’s bed, nearing Joseph’s 

death.  It hung above Joseph’s side alter. 

A young warrior Abraham is shown offering gifts of bread and wine to the mysterious priest, Melchizedek.  It hung on 

the right side of the high altar,   when facing the altar.  An older Abraham is readying to sacrifice his son Isaac in the 

other mural. It hung to the left of the high altar.  

The four murals of the Holy Family and of Abraham appear to be painted by the same artist.  Two of them bear the 

signature and date:  J Hann ’13.   

The other two murals show one angel on each canvas.  An angel in a red garment and another in green swing a thurible.  

The red angel hung above the right entrance to the sacristy.  The angel in green was above the left door.  The plan is to 

display the two angels in the church addition.                                           
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