Catholic Education Corner
2018-2019 PSR Sessions
St. Joseph – 5:30pm, Wednesday, August 15, 2018 - PSR
begins with Holy Day Mass. Students sign in and sit with
parents.
Mandatory parent meeting follows Mass in church. Child
Protection paperwork MUST be signed by parent.
St. Stephen – 6:30pm, Thursday, August 9, 2018, K-8 Teacher
meeting
5pm, August 12, 2018 – K-8 Parent meeting, Orientation, &
Child Protection

Regina Caeli Academy 2018-2019
Come join our exciting mission to form the next generation of
Catholics! Regina Caeli Academy (www.rcahybrid.org)
provides a classical, hybrid education in the Catholic
tradition. Pre K3-12th grade students attend Socratic, handson classes taught by trained tutors two days a week and
homeschool on the remaining days. Lesson plans for home
days are included and optimized for in-home education.
Location: 42021 LA-621, Gonzales, LA 70737.
For enrollment information, or to schedule a tour of our facility
(appointment only), Please contact our admissions representative at admissions@rcahybrid.org or 470-239-0259.

3rd Annual “Blue Mass” honoring first responders and law enforcement
will be held at St. Gerard Majella Catholic Church on Sunday, July 15th, 2018 @ 10 a.m. Mass
followed by lunch provided in Parish Hall.

June 24 celebrates the feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.
How was that date chosen and why?
The date set for John the Baptist's birth only came into existence once the date to celebrate Jesus' birth was set.
Evidence shows that by the middle of the fourth century Christians were celebrating the birth of Jesus around
December 25. No one at that time knew when Jesus was born, but the date seemed to be selected to counter the
Roman festival to the sun god.
Once December 25 had been selected for the birth of Jesus, a number of other
dates could be set, using the biblical evidence at hand. When the angel appeared
to Mary and she conceived, her cousin, Elizabeth, the mother of John the
Baptist, was in her sixth month. If Jesus was born on December 25, then he had
to be conceived nine months before, on March 25. If Elizabeth was then in her
sixth month, then John the Baptist was due three months later on June 25.
Then why June 24? A rather convincing reason stems from John's witness in
John's Gospel. There John the Baptist says that Jesus must increase and he,
John, must decrease. The other Gospels also have John point to Jesus and not
himself as the chosen One of God. In making John's birth a day less than Jesus'
full nine months the Christian community communicated this Gospel reality in
its liturgical calendar. Thus, the Christian community continued to highlight
John's mission and ministry. Maybe we could strive toward that same mission
in our own lives.
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