
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Judgment tends to have a bad reputation. We often 
associate it with condemnation, and in the Gospels, 
we associate it with the Pharisees. Today's Gospel 
features the Pharisees doing exactly what we expect. 
"They observed that some of his disciples ate their 
meals with unclean, that is, unwashed, hands." The 
Jewish people had strict purification laws that applied 
to all areas of life. The Pharisees attempt to accuse 
Jesus of not following the ancestral traditions. Jesus 
doesn't take offense at their judgments per se. He 
instead points out the hypocrisy of their words. "You 
hypocrites ? this people honors me with their lips, but 

their hearts are far from me."  
 

From there, Jesus turns his attention to the concerns 
of the heart. "The things that come from within are 
what defile." He lists off a number of sins, including 
some the Pharisees were likely struggling with, 
including evil thoughts, envy, and arrogance. When 
we examine the list, perhaps we're reminded of our 
own trips to the confessional! As we strive to follow 
Jesus and live with integrity, we must be aware of our 
hearts. We must judge our own actions. Are they 
leading us closer to God or away from Him? Are we 
growing in love of our neighbor, or are we becoming 
more closed in on ourselves? 
 

As we move into this week, consider the state of our 
own heart. Perhaps you are overly scrupulous in less 
important areas. Perhaps there are large areas of 
overlooked sin that you've excused for too long. 
Whatever it is, the judgment of God need not cripple 
us. He offers us a share in His mercy as soon as we 
turn to Him. This week, allow your heart to be 
transformed! 
 

Everyday Stewardship 
 

Justice is a concept under attack in today's world. When 

I watch the news, I see so many distortions of justice. 

One person's notion of fairness is sometimes far from 

another's understanding of justice. Perhaps the issue is 

that human justice often becomes corrupted by 

selfishness and greed. Justice for one's self always seems 

more important than justice for another. As disciples of 

Jesus Christ, we are called to use what we have been 

given not only to fight for human justice alone, but also 

to offer a more benevolent justice that can only come 

from God. 
 

We are called to offer all we have to God for His greater 

intentions. Our gifts cannot only level the playing field 

for some but can serve as instruments of grace for those 

who, in the eyes of the world, do not even deserve it. In 

God's framework of justice, second chances and 

overflowing generosity are commonplace. Everyone 

created in the image of God deserves love regardless of 

their state in life or the actions they have taken against 

another. The world will never understand this type of 

justice. Humans have a hard enough time figuring out 

the simple concepts of equity or fair play. For those who 

do not believe in Jesus, his justice seems even more 

difficult to comprehend. In fact, it can appear downright 

crazy.                                           --Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

The How's and the Why’s of Disasters 
Every time there is a disaster, people ask how a loving 
and merciful God can allow such things to happen, 
especially to children. Is there an answer to this? Does  
God allow these things to happen? 

 

The question that never gets a satisfying answer is one 
that tries to explain the relationship between good and 
evil, or between God and the devil. When bad things 

happen, we always look to see who is to blame. We want 

to know the “how’s” and “why’s” of disaster, as if 
understanding evil would bring us comfort, but there 
is no easy answer. 
 

Indirectly, God allows these things to happen because 

God created the world and gave us free will and choice. 
If God had not created the world, obviously, nothing 
would happen. But when bad things happen, it is not 
God's choice, but rather that God allows things to 
happen. 
 

Evil, human error, conflict, or the consequence of sin 
can cause tragedy, pain, and suffering. But God is never 
defeated by evil, and can bring grace and goodness from 
a bad event. The silver lining of suffering is always the 
healing power of God. In short, God never abandons 
us, and through tragedy and disaster, walks with us. 
Where there is evil, one always finds grace. In grace, 
we find hope; and in hope, we find our comfort.                                                       
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