
Fr. Jason’s Wishful Thinking... New Rectory Progress 

My dear friends, as we start the new year of 2020, it is so exciting to see visible progress on the 

St. Joseph campus.  Last year, St. Stephen finished its back parking lot, and now we are turning 

our attention to certain projects in French Settlement and Head of Island.  The last week or so has 

been filled with good weather, which means that the framing crew showed up, and they have been 

busy erecting the new rectory structure on the back field.  They began framing up the house on 

Saturday morning, January 4th.  Folks attending Mass at St. Joseph last weekend were able to see 

some progress, as the first floor walls were in place.  As I write this article on January 9th, they are 

installing the roof trusses.  They are working daylight until dusk, and not playing around! 

 

On Wednesday night, I brought both of our deacons on a tour of the house, as the second floor was 

installed and we could walk around safely.  All three of us were impressed with the size and scope 

of the project, and Deacon Jimmy was all thumbs up on the structural strength.  Electricity will be 

dropped from the pole to our temporary meter tomorrow, January 10th, and then progress will start 

to slow down as the HVAC systems, electricity, plumbing, and insulation are installed. A big 

THANK YOU for your generosity in the second collection that makes the new rectory possible.  

Every dollar we collected in the second collection goes straight to the building of the rectory and 

equates to less money that we will need to borrow in the end. 

 

This week, we also started to work on clearing out the old property line fence that separated our 

property from the Guitreau property which we now own as part of our cemetery expansion.  Special 

thanks to Danny Picou, Jason Cates, and Darryl Murphy who helped me with this project.  We will 

still have some smaller trees to remove, but you can see the difference now that the barbed wire 

fence is gone and everything is thinned out.  Deacon Jimmy and Jason LeBourgeois have finished 

mapping out the new plots in the cemetery expansion and we will be ready to sell plots next week. 

 

All priests will be out Monday afternoon – Thursday afternoon for our annual continuing education 

days in New Orleans.  Out of obedience to the bishop’s instructions, we are not to leave continuing 

education for any reason... as we rarely get to see each other and the topics that we discuss are 

timely and important.  In the event that a funeral arises, Deacon Jimmy will work with families to 

coordinate the funeral services.  Deacon Leon will be leaving on January 13th for a pilgrimage to 

Israel with bishops, priests, and deacons from all over the United States, and return on January 

22nd.  I will take some vacation time from January 19th – January 24th in Las Vegas, NV.  I will be 

traveling with my aunt Judy, Jan Friloux, and Sandra and Larry Matherne.  Hopefully, this will be 

a restful time to recuperate from the five weeks that I did not have days off between Thanksgiving 

and January 7th. 

 

To conclude the month of January, we will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for our 

eleventh graders on Wednesday, January 29th with Bishop Duca.  I am hoping that the new rectory 

will be far enough along that the bishop will be able to take a quick tour that afternoon, too.              

Wishing you a grace-fillled week,  

Fr. Jason  :) 


