
St. John’s Cathedral 
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

September 6, 2017 
 

Members Present:    Rector: 
Brad Jahn, Chair    Fr. Jerry Funke 
Daniela Ysursa, Vice Chair  
Adam Pereira, Secretary   Staff Present: 
Miguel Duarte (A)    Oralia Lorenzana 
Kerry Ellen Elliott    Deacon Tom Dominick 
Gigi Ferreira     Joanna Abbondandolo 
Michelle Dolby Hebert   Tony Quilici 
Alfonso Leon (A) 
Matt McGarry (A) 
Angela Moran  
Gordon Pirrong (A) 
Kathryn Zimmerman 
 

1.  Call to Order at 6:30 pm by the Chair. 
 

2.  Opening Prayer/Spiritual Message was offered by the Kerry Ellen Elliott. 
 

3.  Minutes:  Gigi Ferreira moved to approve 5/3/17 minutes; Angela Moran seconded; motion 
carried. 
 

4. Introductions:  The Council and guest introduced themselves with special recognition of new 
staff members, Joanna Abbondandolo (Religious Ed) and Tony Quilici (Principal of St. Joe’s); and 
new Council members, Michelle Dolby Hebert and Kathryn Zimmerman. 
 

5. Elections:  The Council accepted the nominations of Brad Jahn for Chair, Daniela Ysursa for Vice-
Chair and Adam Pereira for Secretary for the 2017-2018 term.  The Council voted unanimously in 
favor of all nominees.  The remainder of the meeting was chaired by Brad Jahn. 
 

6. Religious Ed Director—Junior High and High School 
Joanna Abbondandolo expressed thanks and enthusiasm for her new post as director of junior 
high and high school religious ed. programs.  She is a transplant from Houston and held similar 
positions there.  Her focus is building high school attendance at Sunday evening services and the 
Life Teen and Edge programs.  She is currently reaching out to Bishop Kelly, St. Joe’s, public and 
home school students through direct contact methods.  She is also involved at St. Paul’s at BSU and 
will solicit those students for help with the programs.  The Edge program will commence on 9/17. 
The Council welcomed her to Boise and the Cathedral and extended an open invitation to attend or 
contribute to our meetings and planning endeavors. 

 
7.  Principal, St. Joe’s School 

Tony Quilici accepted a new position as St. Joe’s principal commencing this school term.  He 
reported St. Joe’s enrollment at 393 with K, 4, and 8 grades full.  The school has 6 new staff and 
teachers this year.  The fall dinner will be held 9/24.  In response to a question, Mr. Quilici 
confirmed that the school will continue to participate in a monthly “children’s Mass” at regular 
parish Masses as they did last year.  The Council congratulated him in his new position and 
encouraged him to contact us if needed. 

 



8.  Current Implementation Status of 2016 Strategic Plan and Analysis: 
Kerry Ellen Elliott proposed and the Council concurred that the focus of the October meeting will 
be the status of the 2016 plan.  A brief explanation of plan development and history was shared 
with the new Council members.  A table for analysis will be distributed to staff and ministry 
leaders for comment and then sent to Council members prior to the October meeting.  In addition 
data pertaining to Mass Attendance, Registered Families and Offertory Contributions will be 
updated and sent to Council member prior to the October meeting.  In response to a question 
regarding data, attempts will be made to update data with 2017 numbers so the plan analysis can 
be based on the most current information. 

 
9.  Rebuilt: 

The Council will continue to work through the Rebuilt workbook.  It was suggested that staff 
assign chapters for discussion in advance of the meeting.  The chair asked the Council to have 
chapters 7, 8 an and 9 read and prepared for a discussion in October. 

 
10.  PC Hosting Coffee Hour: 

The chair asked the Council to submit dates available in October or November for hosting coffee 
hour.  This will be a 2 hr. commitment on Sunday from 9:00-11:00. 
 

11.  Cathedral Usage Fees: 
Angela Moran presented comparative data regarding fees for church weddings at various parishes 
in the Treasure Valley.  She has heard from several engaged couples that the fees charged by the 
Cathedral are greater than other valley churches and preclude some parishioners and others from 
receiving the sacrament at the Cathedral.  Staff presented comparative data for Cathedrals’ fees in 
the northwest.  Fr. Funke and staff explained the process used at the Cathedral for scheduling and 
charging fees, stating that dispensation of fees were granted when requested at discretion of the 
officiant, (although it is not mentioned in the material distributed to engaged couples).  Last year 
the Cathedral scheduled 30 weddings of which 13 were for registered families or their members.  
The Council made two recommendations:  1) that staff review the information it distributes to 
engaged couple so it is uniform, consistent and fully describes the process used; and 2) that staff 
consider adjusting the Cathedral usage fees, providing a lower fee for registered members.  Ms. 
Moran is meeting with the Diocesan staff on 9/7 to share her information.  Fr. Funke asked her to 
include the Cathedral process as outlined at the Council meeting for accuracy in her discussion 
with the Diocesan staff.  

 
12.  Rector’s Report:  Attached 

Fr. Funke submitted his report with scheduled events, staff changes and the status of various 
projects. 
Notable items: 
1.  “Stairway to Heaven” project is awaiting a building permit, but should commence Hays St. 

phase by end of September.  Total cost of project:  $848,600. 
2. Cathedral Sewer project will commence in 2-3 weeks.  Approximate cost:  $40,000. 
3. Cathedral Financials include offertory collections for 2017 at $1,061,522.61 and 2017 ICA 

pledges paid to date at $210,039, with earned parish rebate to date of $19,389. 
4. A chapel cross donated by the Johans family will be blessed on 9/14. 
5. Fr. Funke asked the Council to consider endorsing a Mass time change for Sunday night during 

the summer months from 5:00p.m. to 6:00p.m.  The Council should be prepared to discuss this 
item at the next meeting. 
 

13.  Members Forum: 
Due to the late hour, the chair dispensed with the member forum agenda item. 



14.  Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  Next meeting is Wednesday, October 4th @ 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kerry Ellen Elliott 
 
 


