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Some notes from the text: 

 

 

Revolution of the Person: 

-Human Dignity: Invention of the Individual 

-Caste system 

-Protect the weak 

-Invention of Human Rights 

-Universal charity 

-Pagan utility of life 

-Pagan abortion and infanticide 

-Human life is sacred 

 

Revolution in the Home 

-New Idea of family: nuclear family (v. man & his proper-

ty) 

-Pagan pornographic culture 

-Adultery normalized 

-Pagan childness; encumbrance 

-Christians married; had kids 

-Marriage as a Sacrament vs. business 

-Christian ideal: equal partners (2) 

 

Revolution of Work 

-Labor became holy: work is for lower classes 

-Slaves: 1/3 of the pagan population 

-Pagan organic model 

-Pagan leisure as virtue 

-Sabbath: rest on the 6th day 

-Work = participation in God’s creation 

-Positive: earn a living 

-“Ora et labora” 

 

Revolution of Religion 

-Monotheism  

-Creation of a new church 

-New relation with the divine; relational 

-Understanding of God as love 

-God as Trinity 

-Religion v. Magic: transactional 

-Pagan worship to appease; fulfill civic duty 

-Not just social or individual; more than fulfilling civic duty; 

balance of personal belief [faith] & social responsibility 

[works] 

-Rejected “live and let live” detachment for conviction good 

news that needed to be shared 

-Church defined: 1) conversion by choice; not by birth (not 

racial or ethnic); 2) Sacraments valid regardless of minis-

ter and recipient status; 3) Church of inclusion thus catho-

lic—universal [rejected pagan exclusivity]; 4) unity of be-

lief ; inclusive to people but exclusive devotionally 

[doctrine] 

-Church a counter-cultural movement; defined herself in 

opposition to pagan faiths 

 

Revolution of Community 

-Pagan: religious but not spiritual; now religion implies 

standards for everyday behavior; not for pagans 

-Doing God’s work in the world 

-Pelagian controversy result: human cooperation with God 

to do God’s work in the world. 

-Morality is other-centered: love your neighbor 

-Church rejected: 1) idea was the fault of the poor & de-

served so wealthy couldn’t ignore them; 2) Pagan giving 

was to get; Christian was expect nothing in return; 3) he-

reditary honor, and suicide to escape shame; 4) displays 

of humiliation/death as forms of entertainment; 5) moral 

relativism 

-Church affirmed: 1) powerful have an obligation to 

protect the weak; taking care of others outside your 

group 

 

Revolution in Death 

-Body is holy because we are made in image of God 

& God became man. 

-Funeral industry follows Christianty; pagans pre-

ferred cremation. 

-Riddle of death for pagans, answered by Christians 

-Bodily resurrection 

-No need to worry about what happens to the body; 

nothing that can happen will harm our chances of 

resurrection 

-Meanwhile reverence for the bodies of corpses is 

not pointless: we believe in the communion of saints 

-Patronage: patron saints 

 

A Revolution of the State 

- Constantine established freedom of religion 

-Pagan: natural right to govern; divine right to rule 

above human laws 

-Plato (pagan): wise few create a perfect society 

-Church argued 1) people are created equal, 2) the 

average person is not expendable; 3)all life is sa-

cred; 4) all should be free to follow their conscience 

are NOT political ideals:  they are originally Chris-

tian ideas 

-Government as Stewardship: rulers served the 

ruled. 

-People must be free—even free to be wrong 

-Defined the best government as one that protects 

human rights 

 


