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  FIRST SCRUTINY (3rd Sunday of Lent) After homily 

 

Part 1 of 2: Candidates (those baptized) 

MC: For several months our Cathedral parish community has been assisting pilgrims in their spiritual journey to know 

the gift of grace that God has offered us all. Some are brand new to Christianity, the catechumens, while others—our 

candidates--have come to Catholicism from a previous Christian path. Candidates, as I say your name please come 

forward with your sponsor. [Reads names; form two lines in front of altar, sponsors (if there) standing behind with their 

hand on candidate’s shoulder.] 

 

PRIEST: Candidates of Conversion to Catholicism, bow your heads and pray. Come Holy Spirit, come. [moment of silence]  

Come into the hearts of those who are embracing Catholicism for the first time, or once again. Come Holy Spirit, come.  

[Remain standing in place, now as the next group comes forward]    

 

Part 2 of 2: Catechumens (awaiting Baptism)   

(this remains as-is in our Rite) 

PRIEST: Brothers and Sisters:  In the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the season of Lent takes on special importance.  

Those adults who are asking to share in the life of our risen Savior through the sacrament of baptism have entered the 

final stage of preparation. And so it is for the elect of our parish.  Today, we pray with them and for them, asking that 

they be given the strength to accept God’s grace as fully as possible, and to set aside whatever in their lives will hinder 

them from fully entering into the Christian life. Our Elect also serve as a reminder and a challenge to us.  Our baptism is 

not something for us to take for granted; our lives as Christians are to always move toward greater conversion and 

acceptance of the fullness of the Gospel.  So our elect stand before us today to call us to the renewal that is the reason 

for the Lenten season. We pray for God's grace for them and for ourselves. 

RCIA LEADER:  Would our elect Catechumens and their godparents Godparents please come forward. [Reads names; 

form two lines in front of altar, sponsors standing behind with their hand on shoulder.] 

PRIEST: [Praying over Catechumens] Elect of God, bow your heads and pray. [Sponsors standing behind, have their hand 

on catechumen’s shoulder] Would you all please stand. Let us pray for these elect whom the church has confidently 

chosen. May they successfully complete their long preparation, and at the paschal feast, find Christ in his sacraments.
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DEACON: That, like the woman of Samaria, our elect may review their lives before Christ and acknowledge their sins,  

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

>That they may be freed from the spirit of mistrust that deters people from following Christ,  

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

>That while awaiting the gift of God, they may long with all their hearts for the living water that brings eternal life,  

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

>That by accepting Christ as their teacher, they may become true worshipers of the Father in spirit and in truth,  

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

>That they may share with their friends and neighbors the wonder of their own meeting with Christ,  

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

>That those whose lives are empty for want of the word of God may come to the Gospel of Christ,  

We pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.  

>That all of us may learn from Christ to do the Father’s will in love,  

We pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer 

PRIEST: Loving God, through your Son you revealed your mercy to the woman of Samaria; and moved by that same care, 

you have offered salvation to all sinners. Look favorably on these elect, who desire to be your adopted children through 

the power of your sacraments. Free them from the slavery of sin, and for Satan’s crushing yoke exchange the gentle 

yoke of Jesus. Protect them in every danger, that they may serve you faithfully in peace and joy and render you thanks 

for ever. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Priest lays hands on each of the elect. Afterward, he extends his hands over them all:  

 

PRIEST: Lord Jesus, in your mercy and wisdom, you touched the heart of the sinful woman, and taught her to worship 

the Father in Spirit and in truth.  Now by your power, free these elect from the cunning of Satan, as they draw near to 

the fountain of living water.  Touch their hearts with the power of the Holy Spirit, that they may come to know the 

Father in true faith, which expresses itself in love, for you live and reign for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

PRIEST: Heavenly Father, we entrust these our brothers and sisters in baptism to your loving care and 

protection.  Strengthen them as they live lives of conversion.  Protect them from the temptations of life.  Draw them 

close to you, that as they approach the Easter Vigil when they will join the Church in Full Communion, they may be 

strengthened with your love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. [All exit and return to the pews] 

 

 


