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THIRD (and final) SCRUTINY: 5th Sunday of Lent 

 

[After the Homily priest goes before the Altar and provides an introduction to the Third Scrutiny 
PRIEST:  …    
 
And now let us bring forward our candidates--those already baptized into the Christian faith--and our 
catechumens who are entering the faith for the first time through Baptism. 
 
 

Part 1 of 2: Candidates (already baptized) 
 
M.C.: Candidates from St. John’s Cathedral to become Catholic, and their sponsors, please come forward. [Will 
read all the names of candidates but don’t wait to be called; all come forward with sponsors (if possible) to 
stand in front of the altar with your sponsors behind with their right hand on right shoulder of candidate.]  
 
M.C.:  The Christian faith today is comprised of literally thousands of variations, of which Roman Catholicism is 
a very special manifestation. As depicted in our Cathedral’s stain glass window [point to it on South side] of 
Christ conferring to Peter the keys to heaven, you see the unique element of Catholicism which traces its 
lineage back to Christ instituting His Church on Earth. From the first Pope--Peter, to Pope Francis today--we 
Catholics abide by the magisterium or teaching authority of the Church which supplements God’s word in 
Scriptures.  
 
PRIEST [Prayer over Candidates]: Lord Jesus, we ask your blessings on these candidates before us today for 

their third and final scrutiny. Please deliver them from the power of sin and Satan; protect them against trial 

and temptation, and confer to them your Grace to persevere on their spiritual journey to join our Catholic 

Church at the Easter Vigil. We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN 

 

Part 2 of 2: Catechumens (not baptized) 

 
M.C.:  Would our Catechumens and their Godparents please come forward to join the candidates as they 
accept the invitation to enter the Christian Catholic faith. [Will read all the names of the catechumens but 
don’t wait to be called; all come forward with sponsors (if possible) to stand in front of the altar with your 
sponsors behind with their right hand on right shoulder of catechumen.] 
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PRIEST:  Brothers and Sisters:  In the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the season of Lent takes on special 
importance.  Those adults who are asking to share in the life of our risen Savior through the sacrament of 
baptism have entered the final stage of preparation. And so it is for the elect of our parish.  Today, we pray 
with them and for them, asking that they be given the strength to accept God’s grace as fully as possible, and 
to set aside whatever in their lives will hinder them from fully entering into the Christian life. Our Elect also 
serve as a reminder and a challenge to us.  Our baptism is not something for us to take for granted; our lives as 
Christians are to always move toward greater conversion and acceptance of the fullness of the Gospel.  So our 
elect stand before us today to call us to the renewal that is the reason for the Lenten season. We pray for 
God's grace for them and for ourselves. 
 
PRIEST: Elect of God, bow your heads and pray in silence for the true spirit of repentance. (Pause)  
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
PRIEST: Would you all please stand and join together in prayer.  Let us pray for these elect whom God has 
chosen. May the grace of the sacraments conform them to Christ in his passion and resurrection, and enable 
them to triumph over the bitter fate of death.  
 
DEACON (M.C.): That faith may strengthen them against worldly deceits of every kind, We pray … Lord hear 
our prayer.  
__That they may always thank God, who has chosen to rescue them from their ignorance of eternal life and to 
set them on the way to salvation, We pray to the Lord… Lord hear our prayer. 
__That the example and prayers of catechumens who have shed their blood for Christ may encourage these 
elect in their hope of eternal life, We pray to the Lord…  Lord hear our prayer. 
__That they may all have a horror of sin, which distorts life, We pray to the Lord… Lord hear our prayer. 
__That those who are saddened by the death of family or friends may find comfort in Christ, We pray to the 
Lord… Lord hear our prayer. 
__That the whole world, which God has created in love, may flower in faith and charity and so receive new 
life, We pray to the Lord… Lord hear our prayer. 
 
PRIEST:  Father of life and God not of the dead but of the living, you sent your Son to proclaim life, to snatch us 
from the realm of death, and to lead us to the resurrection. Free these elect from the death-dealing power of 
the spirit of evil, so that they may bear witness to their new life in the risen Christ, for he lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. Amen.    
 
Lord Jesus Christ, by raising Lazarus from the dead you showed that you came that we might have life and 
have it more abundantly. Free from the grasp of death those who await your life-giving sacraments and deliver 
them from the spirit of corruption. Through your Spirit, who gives life, fill them with faith, hope and charity, 
that they may live with you always in the glory of your resurrection, for you are lord for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
PRIEST: Heavenly Father, we entrust these our brothers and sisters in baptism to your loving care and 
protection.  Strengthen them as they live lives of conversion.  Protect them from the temptations of life.  Draw 
them close to you, that as they approach the Easter Vigil when they will join the Church in Full Communion, 
they may be strengthened with your love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
[All turn and return to pews. Presentation of gifts and the mass continue] 
 


