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POST-HOMILY. 
 
PART 1 OF 2: CATECHUMENS 
RITE OF ELECTION (FOR THOSE NOT YET BAPTIZED) 
 

• PRESENTATION OF THE CATECHUMENS 
 
Dean: Reverend Father, Easter is drawing near, and 
so these catechumens are now being presented to 
you because they are completing their period of 
preparation. They have found strength in God’s 
grace and support in our community’s prayers and 
example. Now they ask that after the celebration of 
the scrutinies, they be allowed to participate in the 
sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and the 
Eucharist. 
 
I now invite the catechist for each parish to please 
come forward to introduce your catechumens. 
[Catechists come forward to announce the names 
of catechumens]. 
 
Dean: Those who are to be chosen in Christ (you 
catechumens), please stand as your name is called 
and remain standing. 
 
One by one, the catechumens are called by name 
by your parish coordinator. [The Cathedral parish 
of St. John the Evangelist calls to election…”] Each 
catechumen stands in place as their name is called. 
After all the names of the catechumens are called: 
 
Dean: Godparents, please rise and stand with your 
catechumen. 
 

• AFFIRMATION BY GODPARENTS AND THE ASSEMBLY  
 

Bishop addresses the godparents: Have they 
faithfully listened to God’s word proclaimed by 
the Church? 
 
Godparents:  They have. 
 
Bishop:  Have they responded to that word and 
begun to walk in God’s presence? 
 
Godparents: They have. 
 
Bishop: Have they shared the company of their 
Christian brothers and sisters and joined with 
them in prayer? 
 
Godparents:  They have.  
 
Bishop: And now I speak to you, my brothers and 
sisters in this assembly:  Are you ready to support 
the testimony expressed about these 
catechumens and include them in your prayer and 
affection as we move toward Easter? 
 
All: We are.  
 

• INVITATION & ENROLLMENT OF NAMES 
 
Bishop: And now, my dear catechumens, I address 
you. Your own Godparents and teachers and this 
entire community have spoken in your favor. The 
Church in the name of Christ accepts their 
judgment and calls you to the Easter sacraments. 
Since you have already heard the call of Christ, 
you must now express your response to that call 
clearly and in the presence of the whole Church.  
Therefore, do you wish to enter fully into the life 
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of the Church through the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, and the Eucharist? 
 
Catechumens:  We do. 
 
Bishop: Then offer your names for enrollment. 
Representatives from each parish will now process 
up the aisle carrying the Book of the Elect from 
their parish, followed by their own catechumens 
with their godparents. The representatives will 
stop in front of Bishop Peter, bow, elevate the 
book, and then place the Book of the Elect on the 
altar, and Bishop Peter will sign it. They will then 
pick up the book and return to their seats. Each 
catechumen will greet the Bishop (briefly 
introduced by their godparent), and return to their 
seats. 
 

 
 

• ACT OF ELECTION 
 
Bishop: Catechumens, I now declare you to be 
members of the Elect, to be initiated into the 
sacred mysteries at the next Easter Vigil. 
 
Catechumens: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PART 2 OF 2: CELEBRATION OF THE CALL TO 
CONTINUING CONVERSION (FOR THE BAPTIZED) 

• PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
 

Dean: Those who desire to participate fully in the 
sacramental life of the Church, the Candidates, 
please stand as your name is called. 
 
The catechist for each group calls their own 
candidates one by one. When all are standing: 
 
Dean: Sponsors, please stand with your candidate. 
 

• AFFIRMATION BY SPONSORS AND THE ASSEMBLY 
 
Bishop:  My dear friends, these candidates, our 
brothers and sisters, have asked to be able to 
participate fully in the sacramental life of the 
Catholic Church. The Christian life and the 
demands that flow from the sacraments cannot 
be taken lightly. Therefore, before granting these 
candidates their request to share fully in the 
Church’s sacraments, it is important that the 
Church hear the testimony of their sponsors about 
their readiness. And so I ask their sponsors: Have 
they faithfully listened to the apostles’ instruction 
proclaimed by the Church? 
 
Sponsors: They have. 
 
Bishop: Have they come to a deeper appreciation 
of their baptism, in which they were joined to 
Christ and his Church? 
 
Sponsors: They have.  
 
Bishop: Have they reflected sufficiently on the 
tradition of the Church, which is their heritage, 
and joined their brothers and sisters in prayer? 
 
Sponsors: They have. 
 
Bishop: Have they advanced in a life of love and 
service of others? 
 
Sponsors: They have. 
 
Bishop: And now, my brothers and sisters in the 
assembly, are you ready to support the testimony 
expressed about these candidates and include 
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them in your prayer and affection as we move 
toward Easter? 
 
All:  We are. 
 

• ACT OF RECOGNITION 
 
Bishop: My dear candidates, the Church 
recognizes your desire to be sealed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and to have a place at Christ’s 
Eucharistic table. Join with us this Lent in a spirit 
of repentance. Hear the Lord’s call to conversion 
and be faithful to your baptismal covenant. 
 
Candidates: Thanks be to God. 
 
Bishop: Sponsors, continue to support these 
candidates with your guidance and concern. May 
they see in you a love for the Church and a sincere 
desire for doing good. Lead them this Lent to the 
joys of the Easter mysteries. 
 
Dean: Candidates, please come forward to greet 

the bishop. Candidates come forward in a 
line with their sponsors, who briefly 
introduce them to the Bishop, and greet the 
bishop one by one, returning to their pews 
after their own greeting. 

 

• INTERCESSIONS FOR THE ELECT AND THE 

CANDIDATES 
 
Bishop:  My brothers and sisters, in beginning this 
period of Lent, we look forward to celebrating at 
Easter the life-giving mysteries of our Lord’s 
suffering, death, and resurrection. Through these 
we participate in God’s endless, abundant mercy. 
These Elect, and these Candidates, whom we 
bring with us to the Easter sacraments, will look 
to us for an example of Christian renewal.  Let us 
pray to the Lord for them and for ourselves, that 
we may be renewed by one another’s efforts and 
together come to share the joy of Easter. 
 

That together we may fruitfully make use of 
this Lenten season to renew ourselves through 

self-denial and works of holiness, let us pray 
to the Lord: 
   
That our elect and candidates may remember 
the grace of this day, the gift of God’s ever-
present love, every day of their lives: 
  
That their godparents may be living examples 
of the Gospel: 
  
That their families may help them to follow the 
promptings of the Spirit: 
  
That we may be diligent in our search for 
Wisdom and Justice, two of the many paths 
that lead to God, and may we bring the gift of 
mercy with us on the journey: 
  
In kindness and joy, may we share all our 
abundant blessings with those in need, that all 
may rejoice in the nearness of God: 
 

• DISMISSAL 
 
Bishop: May almighty God bless you in his 
kindness and pour out saving wisdom upon you. 
R: Amen. 
 
May he nourish you always with the teachings of 
the faith and make you persevere in holy deeds. 
R. Amen. 
 
May he turn your steps towards himself and show 
you the path of charity and peace. R. Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, 
and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, come down on 
you and remain with you forever. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
Deacon: Go in peace. 
 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 


