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Please continue scrolling down 

to read about the meaning 

of each symbol on this window. 



Eucharist  

-a gift from Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sorenson  

and Family 

-located on north wall 

 

 

 

To understand the full meaning of this window, look at 

the three symbols across the top.  Each is associated 
with bread and relates to various time periods: Old Tes-

tament, New Testament and present day.     Then look at 

the four lower symbols which represent different aspects 
of the Eucharist as it was celebrated in 1932, the year 

this window was made.   

 

Bread of Heaven 

The star with emanating rays is a 

symbol of God’s presence and activity.  

The cloud is the divider between heav-

en and earth.  As the rays of the star 
break through the cloud, small hosts 

come downward on the rays from heav-

en to earth.  One large host rests direct-
ly above the chalice.  This symbol rep-

resents bread from heaven and has two 

distinct meanings: manna and Jesus, the Bread of Life.   

 
Manna is the bread from heaven found in the Old 
Testament.  Manna was a food which the Israelite 

people ate during their sojourn in the desert after 

leaving Egypt.  It was the sweet, white, frost-like 
substance that fell to the ground at night, except on 

the Sabbath.  It melted with the heat of the sun.  

“...in the morning you shall have your fill of bread, 
so that you may know that I, the Lord, am your 

God.”  (Ex 16:12)  The manna could be ground like 

meal, then boiled and made into cakes.  Manna con-

tinued to fall until the Israelites reached the prom-
ised land, Canaan.  In Psalm 78 the manna is identi-

fied specifically as bread from heaven:  “God rained 

manna upon them for food and gave them heavenly 
bread.  The bread of the mighty was eaten by men, 

even a surfeit of provisions he sent them.”  (Ps 

78:24-25)   

 
Jesus is the bread from heaven found in the New 
Testament.  Jesus, the Bread of Life, preserves us 

from eternal death.  When the people reminded Je-

sus that their ancestors had manna to eat in the de-
sert, Jesus responded, “...it was not Moses who gave 

you bread from the heavens; it is my Father who 

gives you the real heavenly bread.  God’s bread 

comes down from heaven and gives life to the world   

 
 

I myself am the bread of life.  No one who comes to me 

shall ever be hungry…”  (Jn 6:31-35)  Jesus explained 

further, “I am the bread of life.  Your ancestors ate man-
na in the desert, but they died.  This is the bread that 

comes down from heaven for a man to eat and never 

die.  I myself am the living bread come down from 
heaven.  If anyone eats this bread he shall live forever; 

the bread I will give is my flesh for the life of the 

world.”  (Jn 6:48-51)  At the Last Supper, Jesus took 
bread and said, “This is my body, which is for you.  Do 

this in remembrance of me.” (1Co 11:23-25)  The insti-

tution of the Eucharist, described in the three synoptic 

Gospels, assures all generations of the presence of Jesus 
as bread from heaven.  (Mt 26:26-29, Mk 14:22-25, Lk 

22:15-20 ) 

 

Bread of Presence    

The loaves of bread on the table have 

multiple names: showbread, shewbread, 

bread of presence, bread of offering or 
bread of the row, because it is set forth 

in rows.  After giving the Ten Com-

mandments to Moses in the desert, God 
asked him to make the Ark of the Cove-

nant to be placed in the sanctuary of the 

Tabernacle or dwelling tent.  This 

moveable dwelling was always in the Israelite camp as 
they journeyed through the desert to the promised land, 

Canaan.  God also gave directions for making a table of 

acacia wood, plated with gold, upon which the show-
bread would be set before God.  (Ex 25:23-31)  Each 

Sabbath 12 loaves of unleavened bread were baked, one 

for each of the 12 tribes of Israel. They were placed in 

two piles or rows on the table in the Holy Place in the 
Tabernacle as an offering to the Lord, a sign of their 

dependence on God.  The bread from the prior week 

was removed and was to be eaten by the priests in the 
court of the sanctuary.  (Lev 24:5-9, 1 Ch 9:32)    

 

The tradition of placing the 12 loaves of showbread on 
the golden table in the holy place continued after the 

Israelites settled in the Promised Land and later, after 

they established a permanent place of worship.  There 

were three temples, built in succession in Jerusalem.   
The first began with King David’s desire to build a  

house of Yahweh.  His son, Solomon, who reigned from 

961-922 BC, built the first temple which was destroyed 
by the Babylonians in 587 BC.  Solomon’s Temple was 

followed by the Temple of Zerubbabel, begun in 537 

BC.  It still stood in 19 BC when construction of the 
Temple of Herod was begun.  This temple, completed in 

64 AD, was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.    



There also are several references to the showbread in 
the New Testament.  The story of Jesus defending the 

action of picking and eating grain on the Sabbath is 

found in three Gospels (Mt 12:4 , Mk 2:26; Lk 6:4).  

Jesus referred to the time when David went to the house 
of God, requesting to eat the holy bread (1Sam 21:1-6).  

Showbread is also mentioned within a description of 

worship under the Old Covenant, stating that the table 
and the showbread were in the holy place (Hb 9:2). 
 

 

Bread of Earth 

The wheat, whether in single stalks or 
bound in a sheaf, has three different 

meanings.  First, it is a symbol of abun-

dance, of God’s bounty, of the harvest-

ing of the fields each year.  Second, it 
reminds us of the human nature of Jesus 

as he spoke of his death:  “Unless a ker-

nel of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains only a single seed.  But 

if it dies, it produces many seeds.” (Jn 12:24)  Finally, 

it is a symbol of the bread of earth that becomes the 

bread of heaven.  Wheat is used to make the bread or 
hosts that are consecrated in our celebration of the Eu-

charist wherein the bread of earth becomes the Body of 

Christ, the bread of heaven.   
 

 

 

Roman Missal 

The stole is a symbol of priesthood, a 

recognition that the person presiding at 
the Mass, the celebration of Eucharist, 

is an ordained priest.   The “Missa Ro-

ma” or Roman Missal was the book of 

prayers used by the priest for the Tri-
dentine Mass, which was the standard 

liturgy for the Roman Catholic Church 

beginning with the Council of Trent in 
1570.  The Tridentine Mass was said in Latin through-

out the world as either a ‘high Mass’ or a ‘low Mass’.   

A ‘high Mass’ was a solemn Mass which included 
chanting, singing and the use of incense.  A ‘low Mass’ 

was spoken, not chanted or sung, and incense was not 

used.  That first edition of the “Missa Roma”, contain-

ing instructions for all that was read or sung within the 
offering of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout 

the ecclesiastical or church year, was used until revi-

sions were made following the Second Vatican Council 
(1962-1965).  The revisions of that second edition, 

called “The Sacramentary”, included the use of the ver-

nacular, the language of the people, and the removal of 

the distinction between ’high’ Mass and ‘low’ Mass.  In 
2011, the third edition, again called “The Roman Mis- 

sal”, was issued in English for use in the United States.  
The prayers are a new, more literal translation of the 

Latin Roman Missal.    

 

Eucharist 

The chalice is a sacred vessel of great 

dignity, consecrated by the bishop with 

the holy oil of Chrism.  It is the gold-
lined cup used to hold the wine to be 

consecrated in the celebration of the 

Eucharist, wherein it becomes the 

Blood of Christ.  The host is the un-
leavened bread made of whole wheat 

or white flour which, when consecrated, becomes the 

Body of Christ.  This action takes place when the priest 
proclaims Jesus’ words at the Last Supper over the 

bread and wine.  Through the power of the words, the 

action of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus 

becomes fully present sacramentally, body and blood, 
under the species of bread and wine.   

 

The celebration in which this action takes place may be 
called Holy Mass, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass or Eu-

charistic Liturgy.  It is the gathering and prayer of the 

People of God celebrating the divine mystery of 
Christ’s saving life, death, and resurrection, made pre-

sent for us.  It is a “sacrifice” in that Christ, who of-

fered himself for all in his sacrificial death on the cross, 

is made present in an unbloody manner on the altar.  It 
is also a “banquet or meal” in that Christ shares his 

body and blood under the form of bread and wine, 

which the people receive in Holy Communion.   
 

 

 

Censer with Incense  

The censer or thurible is a covered, 

bowl-shaped vessel in which incense 
granules are placed over hot charcoal.  

Burning freely, the incense granules 

emit white smoke and a fragrant odor.  

The burning reminds us of the burning 
zeal of the faithful.  The rising of the  

smoke reminds us of the ascent of 

our prayers, often prayers of  thanksgiving to God.  The 
fragrance or odor of the incense reminds us of the 

beauty of Christian virtue practiced in daily life.   

 

When this window was made, incense was used during 
a ‘high Mass’.  The priest incensed the altar, the Gospel 

book, the gifts of bread and wine, the cross, servers and 

people.  Among the prayers the priest said was: “May 
this incense, blessed by You, arise before You, O Lord, 

and may your mercy come down upon us.”   



 
Although the use of incense at Mass diminished with 

the renewal of the liturgy with the Second Vatican 

Council, it still is used to incense the altar, the Book of 

the Gospels, the Paschal candle and the people during 
some liturgical celebrations.  During a funeral liturgy, 

the casket or urn is incensed.  Incense continues to be 

used during services of Benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament. 

 

Monstrance 
The monstrance is the vessel used in 

services of worship that focus on the 

Eucharistic presence of Christ in the 

Blessed Sacrament.  Its orb and rays 
are usually silver or gold gilt and often 

is surmounted by a cross.  The Chi-

Rho (P with overlapping X, an ancient 
monogram for Christ) on the host indi-

cates the presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  

The host is in a luna, the small, glass-sided, removable 
receptacle at the center of the monstrance.  The ser-

vices of worship using the monstrance may include 

exposition, adoration and benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  
 

Exposition is the removal of the Sacred Host from the 

tabernacle and placement on the altar for a time of 
prayer.  It may remain in the ciborium (covered chalice

-like vessel) or be placed in the monstrance on the altar.    

 

Adoration is a time of communal prayer, song and si-
lence to give honor to the presence of Christ in the Eu-

charist and to experience inner communion with him.  

In 1932, a popular prayer of adoration was Forty Hours 
Devotion, which included outdoor processions with the 

Blessed Sacrament and two days of continuous prayer 

with parishioners taking turns as adorers.   
 

Perpetual adoration is the continuous exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament with people taking turns as adorers 

so someone is always present.  The five parishes of 
Neenah and Menasha have supported the Perpetual Ad-

oration Chapel located at St. Margaret Mary Church 

since its beginning on October, 1997.  
 

Benediction is a prayer and blessing of the people giv-

en by a priest or deacon as he lifts the Blessed Sacra-
ment and makes the sign of the cross over the people.  

Benediction may be employed as a conclusion to other 

services, e.g. Evening Prayer, Stations of the Cross.  

During Benediction these prayers are said by the priest 
or deacon and repeated by the people:   

 
 

 

The Divine Praises  

 

 

Blessed be God.  

    

Blessed be His Holy Name.     

 

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man.   

  

Blessed be the Name of Jesus.     

 

Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.   

   

Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.   

   

Blessed be Jesus  

in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.    

  

Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.  

    

Blessed be the great Mother of God,  

Mary Most Holy.    

  

Blessed be her Holy and Immaculate Conception.  

 

Blessed be her Glorious Assumption.  

    

Blessed be the Name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.  

 

Blessed be St. Joseph, her Most Chaste Spouse. 

 

Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints. 

 

 


