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SAINT MARGARET MARY  
AND THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 

 

Please continue scrolling down 

to read about the meaning 

of each symbol on this window. 
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This window is divided into upper and lower sections.  The three small 

panels in the upper section contain images of the Trinity.  The center 
panel of the lower section shows our patron saint, St. Margaret Mary, 

with the Sacred Heart of Jesus above a monstrance.  This is bordered 

by two panels, each with three smaller images of the ministry of Jesus.            
 

God, the Father   
The hand of God or the “Manus Dei” represents God, the Father, the 
Creator, God who is involved with humankind.  God’s hand extends 

downward in a gesture of power and generosity, reminding us that God 

created us, gives us life and gives us all we need. 
 

God, the Son  
There are two symbols, both representing Jesus, the Son of God.  The 
Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, are a 

symbol for Christ.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the One who is and 

who was and who is to come, the Almighty!”  (Rev. 1:8)  We believe 
Jesus is the first and the last, the beginning and the end.  The Chi-Rho 

(X with a P at its center) is derived from the first two letters of the Greek 

word, XPICTOC, pronounced “Christos”.   It is an ancient monogram 
for Christ, used since Constantine placed it on the shields of his soldiers.   
 

God, the Holy Spirit   
The dove is a symbol for the Holy Spirit.  It was the form assumed by 

God the Holy Spirit at the Baptism of Jesus.  (Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; 

Luke 3:22; John 1:32)  The descending dove is also associated with the 
coming of the Spirit upon the disciples on Pentecost.  (Acts 2:1-4) 
 

Jesus, the Sacred Heart, Appearing to St. Margaret Mary   
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, depicted in the center panel, was born in 

1647 in France and died in 1690.  She was canonized a saint on May 13, 

1920, just twelve years before our parish was founded.  She gave her life 
to God and received several visions of Jesus, one as the Sacred Heart, 

who gave her Twelve Promises for those devoted to his Sacred Heart.  

Jesus is shown with a tri-radiant halo or nimbus, intimating a cross, sym-

bolizing that he is the Son of God.  His Sacred Heart, with rays extend-
ing out in all directions, is exposed for all to see.  It is a visual expres-

sion of his intense love for all humanity.  The cross and the crown of 

thorns on his heart remind us that Jesus was willing to suffer and die for 
all people.  His love for each of us is deep and eternal. 
 

 

In describing her vision of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, St. Margaret Mary 
wrote, “This divine heart is an abyss filled with all blessings, and the 

poor should submerge all their needs.  It is an abyss of joy in which all 

of us can immerse our sorrows.  It is an abyss of lowliness to counteract 
our foolishness, an abyss of mercy for the wretched, an abyss of love to 

meet our every need.”     

St. Margaret Mary  

and the Ministry of Jesus  

 

-a gift in memory of Margaret Stilp Sensenbrenner 

-located  on the far north wall 



. 

Monstrance with Two Angels   
The monstrance or osterorium is the 
container used for exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament.  The host is placed 

in the luna or lunette, a small glass re-
ceptacle, which fits into the center of 

the monstrance.  We adore the Blessed 

Sacrament because it is the real, abiding 

presence of Christ in the Holy Eucha-
rist.  The monstrance  is shown here because St. Margaret 

Mary often prayed to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  It is 

depicted with two angels, reminiscent of the cherubim on 
top of the ark of the covenant.  The ark of the covenant 

was the gold covered box containing the tablets of the ten 

commandments that was carried by the Israelite people 
during their journey through the desert to the Promised 

Land, where it was  placed in the Holy of Holies in the 

temple in Jerusalem. 
 

The Nativity, The Birth of Jesus   
Jesus, the Son of God, conceived 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

was born in a humble stable in Bethle-

hem.  Mary, his mother, and Joseph, 

her spouse, had traveled there to follow 
the decree of Caesar Augustus.  He had 

ordered a census which required Jo-

seph, of the house and lineage of Da-
vid, to register in his own town of Bethlehem.  An angel 

announced the birth to the shepherds in the area, who 

came to honor him.  Heavenly hosts sang in praise, “Glory 
to God in the highest.”  (Luke 2:1-20) 
 

Jesus with Boy with Loaves and Fish   
Jesus had been healing the sick when a  

large crowd followed him.  He was 

concerned the people in the crowd 
were hungry.  He asked Philip where 

bread could be purchased for all to eat.  

Philip responded that even 200 days 

wages could not give each person a 
mouthful.  A boy with five barley 

loaves and a couple of dried fish was brought to Jesus.  He 

took the loaves and fish, blessed them and passed them to 
the people who ate all they wanted.  Twelve baskets of 

pieces were gathered after all were fed.  (John 6:1-15)  
 

Jesus Gives Keys of Kingdom to Peter   
Peter is shown holding two keys giv-

en to him by Jesus.  The gold key rep-
resents heaven while the silver key 

represents earth.  Jesus said to Peter, 

“I will give you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven, and whatever you 

bind on earth shall be bound in  heav-

en, and whatever you loose on earth  

 
shall be loosed in heaven.  (Mt 16:19)   The keys are also 

the symbol of Jesus giving the spiritual authority of the 

Church to Peter and his successors.   (Matt 18:18)   
 
 

Jesus with Mary and Martha  
Jesus visited the home of Mary, Martha 

and their brother, Lazarus.  Mary sat at 
Jesus’ feet and listened to him while 

Martha busied herself with the details 

of hospitality.  Martha complained to 

Jesus that Mary did not help her.  Jesus 
said, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious 

and upset about many things; one thing 

only is required.  Mary has chosen the better portion and 

she shall not be deprived of it.”  (Luke 10:38-42)  The artist 
depicts the “better choice” with a halo for Mary while Mar-

tha has no halo. 
 
 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd   
The Good Shepherd is depicted carry-

ing a lamb close to his heart.  “Good 

Shepherd” is a title given to Jesus who 
said, “I am the good shepherd who 

la ys  down h is  l i f e  for  t he 

sheep.”  (John 10:11)  He acknowl-

edged his mission as being for the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.  (Matt 

15:24, Matt 10:6)   The shepherd is also a symbol for Jesus 

in these three ways in the Gospels.   1.  In the description 

of the shepherd who leaves the 99 sheep alone in the desert 
to search out the one stray, it is Jesus who is as joyful about 

recovering one sheep as he is in saving a single sinner who 

is lost.  (Luke 15:3-7)  2.  At the last Supper, Jesus predict-

ed that his disciples would scatter like sheep when the 
shepherd is struck.  (Matt 26:31, Mark 14:27)  3.  In the 

final judgment Jesus acts as the shepherd who separates the 

sheep and goats.  (Matt 26:31-46)    
 

The Last Supper 
The Jewish feast of Passover was drawing near.  Judas, one 

of the twelve followers of Jesus, met with the chief priests 
planning to had Jesus over to them.  

Judas accepted the money they offered.  

He was with the other disciples in the 

upper room for the Last Supper.  Jesus 
gave thanks, blessed the cup and the 

bread, sharing them with his disciples.  

They Jesus said, “The hand of my be-
trayer is with me at this table.”  The 

disciples disputed among themselves as to which of them 

would do such a deed.  (Luke 22:21,23)  The artist only 

includes two disciples in this scene.  The one with the halo 
represents all the disciples with hearts open to Jesus.  The 

other, who is turned away from Jesus, is Judas clutching a 

bag, payment for his betrayal. 

 
 


