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JESUS AND HIS CHURCH 

 

Please continue scrolling down 

to read about the meaning 

of each symbol on this window. 



. 

Jesus and His Church 
 

-a gift from Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schultz 

in memory of their parents 

-located on the south wall 

 

Understanding this window begins with two thematic symbols in 

the center pane.  The star shaped cross and figures in four 

circles, represent Jesus, the Gospel writers and the early Chris-

tian communities.  The boat, which represents the church, rises 

up from the symbol below, just as the church continues to grow 

from its beginnings in Jesus, apostles and early Christian com-

munities into the present and the future.  These two symbols are 

visually supported by four symbols for Jesus, forming a semi-

circle    under the symbols for church communities.  This  

protective and uplifting shape reminds us that Jesus continues to 

hold the church in his care, giving support and guidance for the 

growth of the church through all centuries and all generations. 

 

Jesus in Birth, Death and Early Christian   
    Communities 
This thematic symbol rests just above the semi-

circular arrangement of symbols for Jesus.  It 

represents Jesus as founder of the church.  It 

also symbolizes the Gospel writers and their 

early Christian communities.   The star shaped 

cross is the “Natal Star”, a symbol that denotes 

both the birth and the death of Jesus.  As a star, 

it is often depicted in the nativity scene over the place of Jesus’ 

birth.  Here, black rays from the star also accentuate the shape of 
a cross, the instrument of Jesus’ death.  The figures in the four 

circles symbolize the four evangelists, men who wrote in the 

latter part of the first century and told of the birth, ministry, suf-

fering, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  Each evange-

list is associated with a creature that is described in Ez 1:5-21 

and Rev 4:6-8 and with one of the major events in the life of 

Christ.    

  
Man--Matthew—Nativity or Incarnation of Jesus 

The man is the symbol for this Gospel which stresses 

the human nature of Jesus, beginning with genealo-

gy, tracing Jesus’ lineage to establish that he is truly a 

descendant of Hebrew forefathers.    

 

Lion--Mark—Resurrection 

The lion is a strong beast and this Gospel stresses the 

power, activity and divine nature of Jesus.  He is the 

“Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Rev 5:5).   

 

Ox—Luke—Sacrificial Death 
The ox is an animal that was sacrificed by the Jews 

during Jesus’ time.  This Gospel stresses Jewish ritu-

als and sacrifices and the sacrificial aspects of Je-

sus’ life and death.   

 

Eagle—John—Ascension 

The eagle is said to soar to the highest heights.  With 

his ascension, Jesus was taken up into heaven.  This 

Gospel stresses the mysteries of heaven, beginning 

with the lofty prologue on the divine, heavenly na-

ture of Jesus, the Word made flesh.   
 

The Church 
The boat is a symbol for the church, which was 

founded by Jesus and continues through the cen-

turies.  The boat is reminiscent of Noah’s ark, 

which bore God’s faithful to safety through the 
flood.  Like a boat that is tossed about on stormy 

seas, the church may be opposed by persecution, 

heresy and schism, but it will arrive safely at its 

destination.  Often church buildings are oblong, resembling a 

boat.  The body of the church is called the “nave” from the Latin 

word, “navis”, meaning ship.  The symbolic boat is often depict-

ed with a cross as a mast.   

 

Jesus, Light, Word, Alpha and Omega 
The candle is a symbol for Jesus, the light of the 
world.  “The Lord is my light and my salva-

tion” (Ps 27:1).  Jesus said, “I am the light of the 

world.  Those who follow me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”  (Jn 

8:12)  The book is a symbol for the Bible, the 

Word of God, open and available for all to learn 

of God’s truth and love that is revealed.  It also refers to Jesus as 

the “Word of God”, in Greek, “Logos”.  He is the second divine 

Person of the Blessed Trinity, truly God who became man, the 

“Word Incarnate”.  Another symbol for Jesus is the alpha and 

omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.  Jesus is 

the first and the last, the beginning and the end.  “I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the One who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty!”  (Rev. 1:8) 

 

Jesus, Son of  God, Savior 
The fish is one of the earliest symbols for Christ.  

The Greek words “Iesus Christos, Theou Huios, 

Soter” mean “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior”.  

The first letters of these Greek words spell IC-

THYS, which is the Greek word for “fish”.  The 

fish also became a symbol for those who believe 

in Jesus as they are born in the waters of Baptism.  
The basket reminds us of Jesus feeding the crowd through the 

miraculous multiplication of the loaves and fish and the collec-

tion of twelve baskets of pieces left over (Mt 14:15-21, Mk 6:35-

44, Lk 9:12-17, Jn 6:4-13).  Thus, the fish and basket may also 

symbolize Jesus, who feeds us and is present in the Eucharist.   

 

Jesus, Giver of  Grace 
The letters, HIS, sometimes shown as IHS or IHC, 

form a monogram of Jesus’ name.  They are de-

rived from the first three letters from the Greek 

word, Iesus, for Jesus.  The rays of light in the 
form of a cross represent the presence and grace 

of Jesus offered to all. 

 
Jesus, Light of  the World 
Darkness is often associated with evil and sin 

while light represents righteousness and the pres-

ence of God.    The sun is a symbol for Christ.  

The Latin words “Lux Mundi” refer to Jesus as 

“Light of the World”.  “The Sun of Righteous-

ness” is another title given to Jesus.  “But for you 
who revere my name, the Sun of Righteousness 

will rise with healing in its wings.”  (Malachi 4:2 NIV). 

 


