“Be Courageous Women of Faith!”
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NEWSLETTER
Court #2690
St. Peter the Apostle Church
202 Kronkosky Street
Boerne, TX 78006
www.cdacourt2690.org

Mission: Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the
principle of faith working through love in the promotion of justice, equality
and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.

Meets Second Tuesdays
7 PM New Property Center

“Studying the universe
engages us in something
bigger than ourselves.
Science tries to describe, in
terms we can only grasp
intuitively, things that are
beyond our intuition. . . . all
we can hope for is that our
physical descriptions, like a
song or a good painting, are
a faithful evocation of some
ineffable truth.”
- Bro.Guy Consolmagno, SJ
Vatican Astronomer

Image Credit: travelandleisure.com Mariah Tyler 3/282016 - TX Hill Country

Message from our Regent…
He is Risen! Alleluia!
Sometimes (as my husband and I experienced this weekend) you have to slow down, let go of the wheel and just let
God take control. You may have the best laid out plan, but sometimes God has a different route for you to follow.
We over slept and missed Mass, but was able to see our new nephew be baptized in to the Christian family on
Easter Sunday down in Skidmore. What a glorious day it was. The joy in the parents and siblings was priceless.
I hope you all had a wonderful and blessed Easter.
Yours in Christ,
Debbie Simnacher
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Let’s Catch Up!

Our Knights of Columbus
#10940
The best Fish Fry Chefs! The best
Lenten Fish Fry ever! Thanks KoC!

APRIL
No meeting was held in April in observance of Holy Week and
Easter. However, we managed to stay active in support of our
parish.
On April 13th & 14th the CDA helped the KOC 10940 sell raffle
tickets for a Louis Vuitton purse valued at $1500. We pre-sold
$2300 worth of tickets for the upcoming May 3rd event.

Top: L-R Rey Salinas, Albert Nuncio,
Santiago Garza, Pete Gallardo, Brian
Meyer, Elmer Pavlas and Nelson
Jetter.Middle: L-R Ed Hoeppner, Greg
Jaeger and Mark Deans.
Bottom: L-R John Belter, Tommy
Mangold, Jim Abshire and Marco
Nunez.
3/15/19

April 20th the CDA made 150 sandwiches for the the RCIA after the
Easter Vigil mass.
Our court made 77 cross necklaces for the first communion
children (34 girls & 43 boys) to be given to them at the first
communion Mass.
Several of the daughters joined the Environment Ministry working
very hard cleaning and decorating the church for Easter.

MARCH
Meeting 3/12/2019
In the absence of Regent Debbie Simnacher, Vice Regent Edna
Baldwin led the meeting. Our court met for the first time at the new
St. Peter’s property.
Vice Regent Baldwin welcomed District Deputy Merlene Peters and
guest Michelle Hobbs.
A big “thank you” to the March hospitality team of Sr. Kathleen
Higgins, Paula Hoeppner, and Judy Gleason.
Financial Secretary Diane Beaton introduced two applicants for
membership, Suzelle Yanes and Laura Hooge, who were then
pledged into the court by Vice Regent Baldwin. (See picture on
page 8)
Circle of Love:
Barbara Walz, Veterans Project, is still collecting gently used
furniture and household goods for homeless veterans, and lists
most-requested items as lamps, crock pots, toasters, and kitchen
tables and chairs.
Barbara Vogt, Senior Ministry, asks for Cookies for Care Choice
Nursing Home. She has volunteers but will need more in the
coming months. If you are interested please let Barbara know.
As another example of what happens within the Circle of Love,
please see page 4 for this month's feature, “CDA Funerals and
Ceremony” by Nancy Boerner.
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CDA Officers
2018-May 2020

Tell the story of the
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June

Court #2690
Regent:
swisslstix@gmail.com
Vice Regent:
efbaldwin111@gmail.com
Recording Secretary:
almahilburn@hotmail.com
Financial Secretary:
dibeaton5@gmail.com
Treasurer:
kmhannig@gvtc.com
Chaplain:

Debbie
Simnacher
Edna Baldwin

Diane Beaton

Deacon Ken
Nickel

Sharon Mecke

Birthday Gifts for

Sr. Kathleen Higgins

Orphans

Mary Frances Teniente

in a Backpack

CDA Rosary
Easter Egg Hunt

Trish Anderson
Marti de la Garza

Epiphany Party

Delma Guerrero/Sydney
Muenster
Mary Cook
Heidi Abshire
TBD

Funerals/Ceremonies
Hospitality
Legislation
Memorial

-Morgan Harper Nichols

Kathy Hannig

Bereavement

Father’s Day
Fish Fry
Fundraising

page in someone else’s
survival guide.

Alma Hilburn

Circle of Love Committees and Chairs
Amber Bugge, Chair

Blessings

mountain you climbed.
Your words could become a

Judy Lysinger/Nancy
Boerner
Judi White
Edna Baldwin
Sydney Muenster

Cards/Scholarships
Monthly Prayer Request Nancy Roberts
Parish Festival
Debbie Simnacher
Priest Appreciation
Nancy Roberts/Betty Jo
Schwartz
Riverview Nursing Home Edna Baldwin
Rosary Strands
Lisa Reeh/Debbie
Simnacher
Senior Ministries,
Barbara Vogt

Image Cedit: awaken.com http://www.awaken.com/2013/08/25-habits-of-people-whoare-happy-healthy-successful/
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OVERHEARD A CATHOLIC PICKUP LINE
“HEY GIRL! I’D LIKE TO TAKE YOU OUT FOR A
SMALL MEAL WHEN COMBINED WITH
ANOTHER MEAL DOESN’T EXCEED YOUR
LARGE MEAL!”

CareChoice Nursing Home
and Angel Tree

Sunshine Lady

Phyllis Martin

VetsStrong
Women’s Shelter

Barbara Walz
Judy Camarigg
Adjunct

Bulletin Announcement
Court Photographer
Membership
Newsletter Editor
Scrapbook
Website/Social Media

Mary Frances Teniente
Trish Anderson
TBD
Ree Laughlin
Ruth McLane
Trish Anderson

NOTE: We Have Moved!
Our next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May
14, 2019 at the new property, 416 W. Highland
Drive, Boerne, TX 78006.
There is much to pray for so we oﬀer praying
the Rosary together at 6:30 pm at the new
property patio prior to our meeting.
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Circle of Love Feature
Funerals & Ceremony
Nancy Boerner,
Committee Chair
Catholic Daughters of Court #2690 are using their various gifts to
serve the Parish in a variety of ways. As Catholic Daughters we
may also be asked to serve at the death of one of our Daughters.
This is a difficult time for the family and loved ones of the
deceased Daughter but in unity and charity we could be a source of
strength for them in their loss. One way we can assist is offering to
sponsor our deceased member’s Wake Service for the family.
♥ Contact the family: Explain the Wake Service that is available to
them. Ask if they have someone to say the Rosary for them…
Pastor, Deacon, or Catholic Daughter. Check to see if the
arrangements have been made for their loved one.
♥ Participants: Court members would be selected to serve as the
Leader and the Reader. If available, the Court Chaplain could
serve as the Reader. All Daughters should wear white in honor and
respect for their deceased sister. There should be copies of the
Wake Service for everyone.
♥ During the Service the Leader and Reader should take positions near the casket. It is
appropriate to ask the Court Chaplain or any Clergy present for a short message prior to
the beginning of the service.
♥ The Wake Service is a ritual that is a combination of structured and unstructured moments.
It involves the less formal moments of gathering and greeting, sharing stories and
memories, and offering sympathy. In this loving way, Catholic Daughters can share our
support with the family.

(Honor Guard at Funerals)
♥ Participants should wear white in honor and respect for their deceased sister.
♥ White should be worn under robes with white shoes.
♥ Honor Guard participants are to sit together.
♥ Assign an usher to change the guards approximately every 15 minutes.
♥ Option: one (1) to four (4) Honor Guards on each end of the casket facing one another.
continued on next page…
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♥ Prior to the end of the Funeral Mass:
Quietly leave the pew and form two (2) single lines in the foyer of the Church.
(Charitable Ministry of a Meal offered after the Funeral)
Court #2690 has recently formed a Bereavement Committee that assists in preparing a
meal for a deceased Court member’s family and friends. They consult with the family to
determine their desire to gather after the funeral and how many we might serve. This
gives the grieving family a place to visit, enjoy a meal, and again share memories and
stories of their loved one.

(Memorial Service for Deceased Members)
It is suggested that each local court arrange for a Memorial Service for deceased Members
at least once a year. If possible, relatives of the deceased members should be invited to
the service. There are certain instructions and arrangements to be made before the
service. And, please note, that it is our responsibility, as Catholic Daughters, to work hand
in hand with the clergy in the preparation of our ceremonials so as to reflect the true and
spiritual meaning of our organization.
♥ In the center front of the room a table for the Blessed Mother’s statue, the Bible, the
Paschal Candle and four candles. The candles should be arranged in a semi-circle with the
Paschal Candle in the center.
♥ The participants: Regent, Ceremonial Coordinator, Leader, and four readers (three for
scriptural readings and one to read the names of the deceased members). Any court
members can serve as the leader and readers.
♥ The participants are arranged in a semi-circle with the statue of the Blessed Mother and
the Bible on the table in the center.
♥ After the service, Court #2690 has initiated a tradition of enjoying a meal together along
with the invited Priests serving our Parish to show our Court appreciation.

The Mission of Circle of Love is to establish committees that support the seven-point program by
which Catholic Daughters can serve the needs of the Church and the community. These points
are: Education, Youth, Spiritual Enhancement, Quality of Life, Family, Leadership, Legislation. The
seven-point program is the way by which Catholic Daughters can serve the needs of the Church
and the community. Circle of Love Chair, Amber Bugge

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once suggested
that we be the sunshine of God’s love for others.
She wrote, “We wait impatiently for the paradise
where God is, but we have it in our power to be
in paradise with Him right now: being happy with
Him means to love as He loves, to help as He
helps, to give as He gives, to serve as He
serves.”

today that make many worry, even despair. That
is not the response of Easter people. It is in our
power, with Christ’s example and continuing
presence in His Church and especially in the
Holy Eucharist, to bring light and life into our own
lives, and from us light and life to those whose
lives touch ours.

Christians have been referred to as Easter
people. There is much in our world and culture

- Bishop Paul J. Swain, Catholic Diocese, Sioux Falls
Archdiocese 2018 “New Beginnings”
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Court Memories to Cherish…
The Lenten fish fry
held 2/23/19 in the
parish gym was a
great fund raiser and
a time to be together
serving our parish.
The fish, the fries
seasoned with
Chupacabra spices
and the side dishes
were terrific.
The home-made
desserts at the buffet
tables were almost
sinfully delicious!

Some from our CDA Court #2690 Sisters getting ready for the crowd at the Lenten Fish Fry,
3/15/19, following the Knights’ Stations of the Cross. L-R Front: Karen Rehm, Alma Hilburn,
Susan Markworth. Middle: Sister Kathleen, Carrie Zapata, Betty Jo Schwartz, Arla Mangold,
Kathy Hannig, Karen Yancich, Rose Jaeger, Angie Lozano, Marti de la Garza, Barbara Vogt,
Peggy Pilar. Back: Heidi Abshire, Carol Lyle, Dorothy Meuth, Paula Hoeppner, and Megan
Howard. (Several not pictured) Thank you for your hard work, ladies.
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More Pics…
Top L-R Dessert Table at Fish Fry:Susan Markworth and Sandra Butler.

✿
Dessert is
like a feelgood song and
the best ones
make you
dance!
-

Chef Edward Lee

LEFT: Fish Fry
Preparations:
L-R going around
the serving table
Peggy Pillar, Alma
Hilburn, Michelle
Lee & her sister
Charisse Readel,
Karen Rehm,
Kathleen Mc Bride
and Marti De La
Garza.
RIGHT: 4/27/19
L-R: Bob Fahy,
Steve Beaton, CDA
Lisa Reeh with
hubby Vernon
helping the KOC
10940 sell tickets
for their Louis
Vuitton Purse Raffle
for upcoming
Margaritaville.
!7
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March 2019 Pledges L-R: Edna Baldwin, Vice Regent, Laura Hooge and Suzelle Yanes Pledges, and Diane
Beaton, Financial Secretary.

Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 30, 2019
Pentecost Sunday is
June 9, 2019 (Pictured
Right: CDA Paula
Hoeppner, third from the
front at Saturday
Pentecost Vigil Mass
2017)

Image Credit:en.wikipedia.org

The Chaplain’s Corner
I have been honored to be the CDA Chaplain since our Court was formed some three years ago. Here are
two things I have come to appreciate and greatly respect in how the Court operates.
1. Prayerfulness - all activity is rooted in prayer - directly or indirectly - from the rosary to start our meetings,
prayer before a decision, and the overall effort and teamwork to put everything into God's perspective.
2. Commitment-- you live the Beatitudes by serving our church, the Boerne Community and the less
fortunate.
God bless you all,
Deacon Ken Nickel
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Around the City
Our neighbors, the Benedictine Sisters had a
successful Spaghetti Dinner with several Court CDA
daughters helping them.
Our CDA Court were asked by past Grand Knight,
Vernon Reeh, to help pre-sell raffle tickets for a Louis
Vuitton purse. The raffle is part of the event for the
"Knight in Margaritaville” fundraiser for the Knights of
Columbus #10940 on May 3, 2019.
CDA provided sandwiches and chips for the Easter
Vigil Mass to celebrate RCIA’s newly baptized
members into our parish family here at St. Peter’s.

House and Senate, will consider in excess of
6,000 bills. The filing process began back in
November 2018.
The list below shows some of the bills being
introduced and considered during this session.
• Prohibited acts regarding abortion for a
physician or applicant for a medical license;
• Training employees of school districts & openenrollment charter schools on the prevention of
sexual abuse, sex trafficking & other
maltreatment of certain children;
• Relating to the posting of the Ten
Commandments in public school classrooms;

Around the State

• Registration as an organ donor at the
department of motor vehicle registration;

The State CDA is gearing for the upcoming 51st
Biennial TX State CDA Convention. Rosie
Stockwell, TX State Regent in the spring
newsletter reminds us, “The Convention
Committee has spent countless hours preparing
for this and we are seeing the fruits of our
labors. The Convention Committee promises a
memorable event in McAllen, TX.”

• Ending Wrongful birth lawsuits;
• Defund Abortion providers; and,
• Fund Life choices Around the Nation

Around the Nation

Rebecca Brown, Second Vice State Regent,
Memorial Scholarship reports that she has
received 162 Scholarship Applications. “The
fund has accumulated $38, 268.50 as of
February 2019. The goal of $50,000.00 is in
reach. All money collected by March 25th will be
awarded to graduating high school seniors who:
1) Sponsored by a court with at least $50.00 in
contributions;
2) Met deadline of January 31st ;
3) Are related to a CDA member and/or be a
JCDA member
4) After judging of applications, have a rank
which falls in the range of scholarship money to
be awarded.
Note: On January 9, 2019 the State 86th
legislative session began. During the 140 day
session, which ends May 27, 2019, the Texas
!9
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Court #2690 Bereavement Ministry Ready for a Funeral Meal
Clockwise: The Cana Ballroom ready for the meal; Brad Wakely, Parish Operations Director
and Fr. Norm Ermis pitched in to help chop vegetables for salad; Susan Markworth, Beth
Dewey (Beverages); Sharon Mecke, Arla Mangold, and Paula Hoeppner (Food).
Photos: Courtesy Alma Hilburn
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2 Annual Easter Egg Hunt…

Our Court’s second annual Easter Egg Hunt held
on Saturday, April 20 was a big success thanks in
part to Marti De La Garza and Amber Bugge for
organizing and leading the committee, and to our
past regent, Heidi Abshire, our Easter Bunny.
We estimate that there was close to 250 children
that attended this year.
The Knights grilled and served 380 hotdogs and
parked over 160 cars. Thank you KOC!

Above: Part of the crew of Court CDA’s who gathered on April
17 at the new property to fill plastic eggs with candy in
preparation for our sponsored parish Easter Egg Hunt on
September 21. These ladies filled close to 6,000 eggs! Thank
you sweet sisters for helping create wonderful memories for
our parish familIes! Clockwise: Kathy Hannig Paula Hoeppner,
Marti de la Garza, Beth Dewey.

Edge & Life Teen kids arrived at 7am and were
instrumental in hiding the Easter eggs and
monitoring the the different age groups to make
sure all stayed in their designated areas and time
slots.
This year, in addition to the hotdogs, we added
prizes. Sixteen eggs, four in each age group, had a
ticket in them. The ticket in the egg matched a
ticket to an Easter Basket at the prize table. It was
fun watching the kids tear in to the eggs in their
basket to see if they had a ticket.

Pictured above Our Easter Bunny, aka Heidi Abshire, with children Davis and Elizabeth Haas
and four of Boerne P.D.’s finest. Bunny Photos Courtesy: Jason Abshire
!1 1
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Where in the World in the Easter Egg Hunt is Waldo?
Hint… near Fr. Norm

Top Left corner
Christina Flores with
our Easter bunny,
Heidi Abshire. Top
Middle Heidi Abshire
Lisa Reeh,
sweeping. Top Right
L-R Kathy Hannig,
Gloria Villegas,
Diane Beaton and
Alethea
Boyes.Middle Rose
Jaeger,RN.Bottom
Marti De La Garza
thanking everyone
for helping to make
this years Easter
egg hunt a huge
success.
Photos: Courtesy
Mary Frances
Teniente
!1 2
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Photos: Courtesy of Mary Frances Teniente
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Lenten Fish Fry Honor Roll from Heidi Abshire, Chair…

First, I want to thank Al Nuncio and the Knights of
Columbus for taking charge of frying the fish and
fries. We really count on you guys to help us out
and you never fail us. You had a great team and we
really appreciate all the help you provide.
Second, the teenagers that came out to help were
wonderful even though they may have been off a
little on the Queen song, "We Will Rock You!" I
was very impressed with your politeness and willing
to help. And to come out on a Friday night to top it
off. Loved your smiles!!!
Third, I want to thank all the Daughters who helped
during the planning process and at the dinner. The
willingness of everyone to help is unbelievable.
There was so much purple. Thank you to the set up
crew, ticket takers, serving line, dessert table, the
behind the scenes kitchen help and the clean up
crew.
Fourth, for all the ladies that came up and asked
how they could help and all I could say is find a hole
and help wherever and you did. Amazing!
Fifth, I want to thank the following individuals for
helping me before the event ever occurred:

For all the ladies that helped sell tickets on the
weekends.
Sister Kathleen - your beautiful prayers and
wonderful sense of humor are delightful and keep
me going. You are such an inspiration.
Peggy Pillar - for keeping me straight and
supporting all my crazy ideas. In fact, I love the way
you take an idea and make it better and bigger. I
really rely on your advice.
I don't know who set up the children's table but that
was awesome.
Amber Bugge - for doing one of my least favorite
jobs of cleaning. Every time I walked into the
kitchen, you were scrubbing something. And I want
to especially thank you for helping me try to lock up
the gym. Ha! Little did we know the door was
broken and we couldn't lock it up.
Edna Baldwin - thank you for staying with us until
the bitter end and making sure we were okay.
Should we tell on the Knight that had you wear his
Fitbit so he would get more steps.

Paula Hoeppner - thank you for getting so much of
the supplies. Much of what you got will be used
again next year.

And especially Michelle Lee for all your help and
getting us organized. And anyone who has had to
work with me understands how hard that is. Thank
you for your patience.

Kathy Hannig - thank you for getting some last
minute supplies and all your help.

You ladies are a special group and I am so honored
to be called a Daughter.

Barbara Walz - not only did you help but you made
enough coleslaw for 400 plates.

Love you all!

Arla Mangold - thank you for the wonderful tartar
sauce. It was definitely a hit.
Susan Markworth - for heading up the dessert
table. I have to say, that was my favorite spot all
night. Also, the signs you made were wonderful for
both the ticket sales and directions.

Heidi
Update: After the successful 2nd Annual Fish Fry,
pastor Father Norman Ermis requested two Fish Fry
Dinners during the 2020 Lenten Season.
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