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The journey to holy places has been as much a part of a Christian's life 
as much as prayer itself.  Whether it's our weekly (or daily) trip to church 
for Mass, an afternoon visit to a graveyard or columbarium, a weekend at 
Mepkin Abby or retracing the footsteps of Christ in The Holy Land, we 
Christians love to visit holy places.  It's in our DNA.  God made us this 
way.  God made us with both bodies and spirits, with an innate hunger 
and thirst for the Divine that we can neither escape nor fulfill this side of 
Heaven.  To satiate this yearning that each of us carries, our God has 
generously made His presence known throughout creation revealing 
Himself to all peoples in all times, partially through the patriarchs and 
prophets and in this present age fully and climatically through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.  God is the Artist and all of creation is His canvas.  God's 
fingerprints are all over creation and thus we can get to know God by 
exploring His creation. 
 
Recently, a group of forty-five souls undertook a pilgrimage to Poland, 

Slovakia, Hungary, Austria, and the Czech Republic.  We all wanted to encounter the Holy.  We were all 
Christians and all Catholic, although two had drifted away from the Church.  Never being outdone in His 
generosity, God touched us all during those eleven days, and the two that drifted away from Him, He 
welcomed back in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and receiving His Body and Blood at Mass.  We searched 
for the Holy and the Holy was found.  We were so blessed to be able to celebrate Mass each day of our trip 
except one. 
 
For some, it was an adventure to visit places never before seen, for others, an opportunity to explore where 
parents and ancestors were born, and still others, a chance to visit a part of God's Garden to learn more 
about the people, history, culture and faith of the locals.  Being strangers in a foreign land, we were united in 
bringing with us an intense desire to learn more about some of the heroes of our faith who lived there, St. 
John Paul II, St. Faustina, St. Maximilian Kolbe, and St. Edith Stein and to visit the shrines of the Black 
Madonna and the Infant of Prague.  

 
I also carried with me this burning question, "Can Poland be as cold as Canada 
in November?"  I found out the answer to that question soon after we landed in 
Warsaw... it was an astounding, "YES".  Bodgen, our bus tour guide for the 
whole trip, warmed things up immediately with his hearty Polish smile.  His vast 
knowledge of each and every place  and his tireless effort to make all of us feel 
that we were at home even though we were journeying into lands embracing 
exotic languages, unheard of currencies, and strange foods and drink.  Permit 
me to say, that perogies in Poland are nothing like their American 
counterpart.  Bodgen insisted that I also try a paczki while our group stopped 
for lunch.  I wasn't too excited at first, but then I bit into the icing-sugar topped, 
freshly deep fried, bundle of donut joy and hit the intense and real blueberry 
filling.  Suffice it to say, two paczkis were devoured by the pastor of PBOC.   

 
Warsaw opened up its arms to almost four dozen newbies.  Everywhere one 
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Fr. Paul 

looked, you could see the effects of the Nazi and Soviet eras.  With 
Hitler's fury unleashed because of sixty days of resistance by a 
courageous group of Jews, the city was razed in World War II.  The 
Warsaw Ghetto Monument and Museum was memorable with the 
architecture of the museum inspired by Moses parting the Red Sea. The 
visit to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi Death Camp was life changing.  
Carefully displayed memorabilia, photos, and human belongings shared 
a story of absolute horror, hate, and complete human degradation.  If 
Hell could exist on this earth, it would be located in a death camp.  The 
bright light in it all was the plethora of buses of young people touring the 
site, being educated in the epic tale of evil verses good, and how sadly 
humanity failed to be human.  
 
The city of Wadowice was a tender memory for all of us, for it was the home of St. John Paul II.  Literally, the 

baroque church where he was baptized and worshiped was in the center of the 
village.  His family's apartment complex was immediately to its right and his school 
was directly to the left of the church.  The baptismal font where Karol Wojtyla was 
baptized is still there with a picture of his mom holding baby Karol right beside 
it.   His strong Catholic faith was radically instrumental to Karol Wojtyla from the 
beginning of his life until the end. 
 
Krakow, although older and totally spared from the ravages of WW2, with its 
beautiful, brick and ancient churches, felt younger and livelier.  Young seminarians 
were walking around the city in their 

cassocks.  Catholicism reigned supreme throughout Poland, but especially 
here in Krakow.  Cemeteries in Krakow and throughout Poland were filled with 
fresh flowers commemorating the dearly departed left from All Souls Day days 
earlier.  From Krakow, we were able to visit the National Shrine of the Black 
Madonna and an amazing Salt Mine Museum filled with carvings of saints, 
altars, and candelabras all made out of salt.   
 
Budapest and Vienna were next and our eyes and ears were treated to a 
sensory wonderland with an actual visit to an opera house in Vienna where we 
were able to hear a full orchestra, see some ballet, and be serenaded by professional opera singers.  In 
Vienna, we visited the Schönbrunn Palace and celebrated Mass in the private chapel of the former empress 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Maria-Theresa who was a devout Catholic and gave birth to sixteen 
Hapsburg children. 
 
Finally, we arrived in Prague and were privileged to celebrate Mass in the Church of our Lady of Victory 

where the famous statue of the Infant Jesus of Prague is kept along with a museum of 
various outfits that were donated to the Shrine from all over the world.  In conclusion, 
our pilgrimage was one of tremendous joy, growth and a true deepening of our 
treasured Catholic faith.  Even if you weren't able to be with us, we brought you with us 
in prayer everywhere we went.  Our next scheduled pilgrimage will be happening this 
June visiting Fatima, Santiago de Compostela, Salamanca, Avila, Madrid, and 
Lourdes.  There are a few seats left on the tour if you are interested in going.  I pray that 
your continued journey of faith, wherever it will take you, be filled with much adventure, 
growth and abundant blessings. 
Your brother pilgrim in Jesus Christ,  Fr. Paul 
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We at Precious Blood were saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our most valued 
members, Someone Else.  Someone's passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Else 
has been with us for many years and for every one of those years, Someone did far more than a 
normal person's share of the work.  
 
Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on every-
one's list, "Let Someone Else do it."  Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person 
was looked to for inspiration as well as results; "Someone Else can work with that group."  It was 
common knowledge that Someone Else was among the most liberal givers in our church.  When-
ever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would make up the differ-
ence.  
 
Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes appearing superhuman.  Were the truth 
known, everybody expected too much of Someone Else.  Now Someone Else is gone!  We wonder 
what we are going to do.  
 
Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going to follow it?  Who is going to do 
the things Someone Else did?  
 
When you are asked to help in your parish this year, remember -- they can't depend on Someone 
Else anymore.  Many hands make little work! 
 
Cursillo  

By:  Kevin Moravek 

Someone Else R.I.P. 

 

Lenten Events and Schedule 2018 
 

“Don’t Give Up Chocolate for Lent” - A free email program from Dynamic Catholic featuring Matthew Kelly. 
                                                          To sign up:  Dynamic Catholic.com/Lent 
 

Rediscover Jesus for Lent - Fr. Paul will present a series of lectures on this book by Matthew Kelly 
 Wednesdays at 6:00 PM - or - Thursdays at 9:30 AM, for 4 weeks February 21 to March 15. 
 
Simple Suppers -  Fridays during Lent 6:00 - 6:45 PM, Founders Hall, before Stations of the Cross 
 
Stations of the Cross - Every Friday 7:00 PM, February 16 - March 23. 
 
Day of Prayer -  Tuesday, March 6 - Rosary at 9:20 AM, Mass at 10:00 AM. Speaker is Sr. Pam Smith 
 (Hosted by the Women’s Club - reservations required) 
 
Reconciliation Service - Thursday, March 8 at 6:00 PM 
 
Ecumenical Service Hosted by Precious Blood - Wednesday, March 21 at Noon.   
 Guest preacher Rev. Mitchell Adger.  Light lunch in PLC after the service.  
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Happy New Year!  I can't believe it is 2018.  Where has the time gone?  Looking back at what we have 
accomplished is amazing.  We've grown spiritually through our monthly coffee talks and our devotion to the 
Divine Mercy.  We have even surpassed some of our initial goals. We raised beyond our expectations with 
both Ways and Means and the Arts & Crafts.  The auction on January 12 this year had a little twist to it.  We 
added a spaghetti supper that brought folks out to see what items we had been storing up since November. 
Tidelands Hospice will be happy with the results for all our proceeds are given to them each year.  Then 
some members took a little respite as they traveled to Fort Lauderdale to take a cruise to the Panama Canal.  
What an amazing feat that was to build and to see as we all learned.  But we all made it back, eager to get 
back to work on our upcoming events. 
  
As we proceed with the year, we will host a soda bread sale St. Patrick's Day weekend.  All baked goods are 
personally made by the hands of our ladies from a secret recipe.  Then mark your calendar for our major 
fundraiser, the well-known fashion show, to be held at Pawleys Plantation on April 7th.  Tickets are $40. 
Contact Joan Brown for tickets (843-979-0596). 
 
Soon our dedicated grant committee will decide on the Charities who will benefit from all the work of our 
members.  The mission of our club is to help and support our parish and our community. 

   
Nancy Szarowicz 
nszarowicz@aol.com 
President of PBOCC 
Women's Club 

Women’s  Club 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Children's Liturgy of the Word 
By: Maureen Arneman 
 

 
A NEW liturgy for our littlest parishioners began in January!  Children ages 2-5 are given a blessing and 
dismissed from 10:30 Mass for the Liturgy of the Word-especially for children!  Adult volunteer catechists 
accompany them to the PLC and proclaim the readings of the day adapted for children.  Songs, prayers 
and an age-appropriate explanation of the readings follow.  Children return to the church at the offertory for 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist.   
 
If you are interested in helping with this special ministry, please contact Kat Johnson at 843-833-5360 at 
Katherine.johnson0717@gmail.com. 

mailto:nszarowicz@aol.com
mailto:Katherine.johnson0717@gmail.com
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featuring precious people volunteering for our parish 

'All of you are Christ's body and each one is a part of it'  
I Corinthians 12:27  
 
 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE MINISTRY FOR WHICH YOU 
VOLUNTEER? 
Ministry of Care:  Every Thursday, four ministers go to The Lakes 
Nursing Facility.  Two ministers conduct a Communion Service for 
those residents who can physically attend.  The service includes 
greetings and prayers, the day’s scripture reading and the 
distribution of Communion.  We end with a hymn and give out the 
parish bulletin.  For those residents who are unable to attend the 
service, the other two ministers visit them in their room, give them 
Communion and the parish bulletin.  
 
 
 
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT BEING PART OF THIS MINISTRY? 
I have developed a personal friendship with many of the residents especially those long-term residents.  
Besides bringing the message of Jesus to them, I’ve come to realize how much they look forward to the time I 
spend with them. 
 
 
 
HOW CAN OTHERS BECOME MEMBERS? 
If anyone is interested, they can contact the Parish office. 
 
 
 
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF?  
Rosemary and I moved into our home in Pawleys Retreat in April 1992 and we joined the parish.  I became a 
Knight in Council 11028 in 1993.  That was the beginning of our involvement as “active parishioners”.  After 
joining a “Welcome to the Parish Group”, we began a small Christian Community group.  Rosemary and I had 
been part of a Baptism Program at our previous parish and began one here at Precious Blood.  Sadly, 
Rosemary passed away in July of 2000. I joined The Lakes Ministry of Care—I am here to serve God, His 
Church, our parish, pastor, and parishioners. 
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Our youth groups as always have been busy, and what an 
awesome start to the academic year we have had!  
Confirmation classes are full swing, Edge our middle 
school youth group is off to an amazing start, and our high 
school group, Ignite, is growing and on fire!  So many 
wonderful things have been happing since the summer 
and more great things are in store for the spring!  
 
Our eighth graders are busy preparing for the sacrament 
of Confirmation, which they will receive sometime in the 
fall of this year.  Prayers are needed for our teens as they continue their preparation to be fully initiated into 
the Catholic Church.  

 
Edge has kicked off to a magnificent start!  We have a great group 
of sixth to eighth graders here at PBOC.  We have been busy 
growing in our faith and fellowship with topics such as respecting 
humanity, diving into the deeper meaning of the Nicene Creed, 
learning how to use the saints as role models, and so much more!  
In November we traveled to White Oak, South Carolina to attend 
the Diocesan Jr High Rally.  The theme of the event was “Journey 
to Emmaus” and eleven of our teens, accompanied by chaperones 
Mr. Steve Attias, Mrs. Nancy Brennan, and Mr. Russ Bodie, 
traveled with Mrs. Elizabeth Wildes to the conference where we 

spent time in prayer, discussion, and discernment on what it means to have Jesus along with us on our 
journey through life.  We heard from amazing Catholic speaker Doug Tooke and grew in faith and fellowship.  
A huge thank you to our awesome chaperones!   
 
Our high schoolers continue to be busy and active in our youth group!  After an eventful summer of travel, we 
wasted no time getting back into the swing of things with our group.  We have been focusing a lot on social 

justice issues this year and how God calls 
us to care for all life on Earth.  In 
November, the high schoolers had the 
incredible opportunity to attend the National 
High School Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.  Twelve of our teens 
traveled to NCYC with Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wildes and our awesome chaperones Mrs. 

Jen Bodie, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew, Carolyn Wesolowski, and Mrs. Tara Joseph for this life changing 
experience.  We got to hear from awesome speakers such as Roy Petitfils, Leah Darrow, Emily Wilson, Jason 
Evert, Chris Stefanick, Matt Maher, and so many more! We all came back on fire with the faith and stronger in 
our relationship with Jesus Christ and each other.  Thank you to all who made that trip possible!      

Youth Ministries 
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The last few months has provided some wonderful interaction time among all of the Liturgical Ministries 
here at PBOC. 
 
Father Paul has begun meeting with each of the ministries to thank the ministers, review the current proce-
dures and work with all to keep us up-to-date on the guidelines of both the Catholic Church and the Dio-
cese of Charleston. 
 
The meetings/trainings have helped unify procedures for each group.  With Father Paul’s Commissioning of 
all Ministers, at the end of each training session, we felt a special power come from God to continue shar-
ing our God-Given skills and talents with our fellow parishioners.  As of this month, Father has met with Eu-
charistic Ministers and Lectors.  Upcoming months will focus on Ushers, Sacristans, Greeters and Altar 
Servers. 
 
Another special event for Ushers, Sacristans and Greeters was the special Discussion/Sharing of Safety 
Features here at PBOC.   On two different occasions Mak Keliher (parishioner and former FBI agent) 
shared discussions he had been in with Father Paul, the Parish Staff and the Georgetown Sheriff’s Office.  
As a result of those discussions, new procedures emerged to continue providing a Safe Environment for all 
who entered our Church.   While we are all important in assisting with keeping our safe environment, the 
Sacristans, Greeters and Ushers are the faces first seen by all who enter.  Thank you to all of them for at-
tending the sessions and for serving all here at PBOC.   
 
You may have noticed that there is only one Music/Prayer Book in the pews, following the amazing Church 
Renovations.  As of this point in time, it does make it easier for all and saves space in the racks and chair 
backs.  Stay tuned if that changes in the future. 
 
The next few months are busy for all of the Liturgical Ministers as we begin Lent on Ash Wednesday 
(February 14).  Many additional services will occur throughout those six weeks.  Holy Week begins March 
25 with Passion Sunday culminating on Easter Sunday, April 1st.   May God bless all of you with a Holy and 
Meaningful Lent followed by a Glorious, Wonderful Easter Morning!   
 
 
Linda Cherry 
Prayer and Worship Chair 
 

Prayer & Worship 
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“Speak Lord, your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:10 
 
Young Samuel had been sleeping next to the tabernacle in the temple and three times heard the voice of 
the Lord calling to him.  Samuel sought the spiritually mature Eli who helped him realize that it was God 
calling out.  And so, Eli wisely counseled Samuel that if heard the voice again to say: “Speak Lord, your 
servant is listening.” 

 
God speaks to us perfectly in silence. 
We must be present to Him and engaged in listening to hear. 
Seeking spiritual direction is helpful to further our spiritual growth. 
Situating ourselves with the Church in obedience disposes us to hear God. 
Carving out daily silent time requires perseverance and effort. 

 
As we spend daily quiet time with the Lord we find our perspective changes.  Over time as we practice 
silence we become more aware of our own shortcomings and the necessity to pursue the virtue of humility.  
Practicing silent prayer changes our relationship to ourselves, our neighbors, and God.  To do so is to 
experience the mystical life and to realize that God made us in His image and he desires us to love Him and 
others as he loves us.  God is infinitely patient and loving toward us.  Are we as patient with others as God 
has been with us? 
 
Silent prayer forms us, we live it in the heart, and there is a joy and calmness that transcends us.  An 
excellent book to guide us in this process is written by Bernard Bonowitz, OCSO a Jewish convert to 
Catholicism.  He was Jesuit for nine years and taught at Boston College.  He then joined the Cistercian 
Order of Strict Observance (Trappist) like our friends at Mepkin Abbey.   His book, St. Bernard’s Three 
Course Banquet: Humility, Charity, and Contemplation is an excellent resource for those who wish to 
deepen their prayer life.  Bonowitz uses St. Bernard of Clairvaux’s book: Steps of Humility and Pride as the 
foundation for which to guide us.   
 
Here are a few excerpts: 
 Spiritual maturity consists in a life that is perpetual decision making.  Every human action consists of a reflection 

and a choice.  All of our actions are made up of reflection and decision…  The process of reflection is open to what 
other people think.  The person in each one of his or her actions would be asking, “Is this God’s will?” 

 Humility is self-identification; it is to be inside our own skin, to grasp our truth.   

 Humility is truth.  A knowledge which turns us humbler, and humbler, and humbler. 

 We are a spiritual soul embodied, oriented toward God. 

 We are pure receptivity, capacity.  We are what God wishes to make of us and in our human case he has chosen 
to make us unlimited capacity, so capacious (large) that he himself can fit into us without having to squeeze. 

 “Capax Dei means that everything that God is actively and dynamically, we are receptively and passively… the 
entirety of who God is from the giving end we are from the receiving end.” 

 Our identity is fundamentally relational.  We neither exist nor have our definition in isolation from God; that’s what it 
is to be an image…  It is in our ongoing connectedness with God that our capacity, our potentiality, takes on shape 
and we emerge in our corporeality, spirituality, and liberty. 

 Meister Eckhart says that the journey back to the truth unfortunately takes as long as the journey away from the 
truth, because you have to cover the same distance. 

 “That we may return to God through the labor of obedience from whom we have strayed through the sloth of 
disobedience.” St. Benedict 

 It is Christ who teaches us the truth of ourselves; it is the Holy Spirit who teaches us the truth of our neighbor as 
love.  The truth of the neighbor can only be grasped as love.  And it is the Father who teaches us the truth about 

Evangelization 
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himself in contemplation. 

 God wants us to know him in divine contemplation and he wants that to be our secret hope.  God has put indelibly in 
our souls the yearning for eternal union with him on the fullest level. 

 Love and Contemplation are the two supreme activities of the human person. 

 Affectus is the capacity to be sensitive to reality.  The opposite of affectus would be rigidity – hardness of heart. 

 The first great step of affectus is to allow all that’s inside of ourselves to manifest itself, to declare itself, to pronounce 
itself.  And that can only happen if we live interiorly – practice solitude in silence. 

 As a result, we relate to the neighbor in a “spiritual” way, meaning the way of the Holy Spirit:  our interaction is 
characterized by: “peace, patience, kindness, long suffering, and joy.”  Our love for the neighbor is humanized divine 
love, which seeks nothing for itself – nor needs to, because its delight is in the activity of loving which he recognizes 
as the capacity to communicate what he has received from the Spirit. 

 The desire to see God, St. Bernard says, is the culmination of the search for truth. 

  We search out our truth by judgment and the neighbor’s by compassion.  If we want to grasp God in his Truth, the 
methodology to be followed is contemplation.  Neither analysis nor sentiments will make God visible to us. 

 Contemplation begins to take place when a radical change has been effected in us by the pressure of truth. 

 Contemplation is not an activity.  It is a readiness and openness that has been brought about by having been 
transformed by the presence of truth mediated by human persons. 

 Particularly graced experiences of the encounter with God as Truth are completely characterized by gratuitous 
initiative on God’s part and brief and total transcendence of the ordinary conditions of being and knowing. 

 The “possibility” of contemplation is given through the transformation effected by the truth of love; the truth of love 
becomes visible through the coming to grips with the truth of humility. 

 St. Bernard says one of the surest signs that the marriage between the Word and our reason is taking place is that 
we are able to look inward and to understand who we are, why we say and do and think and feel as we do. 

 It takes a certain self-awareness and a certain fearlessness to let that union of the divine reason with our reason 
occur to such an extent that we don’t lie to ourselves about ourselves.  When this union between the Word and the 
reason becomes stable and complete, what is born is humility. 

 “The Lord God placed man and woman in the garden to till and cultivate it.”  The garden is our own heart, and our 
fundamental task is to take care of it.  Interior vigilance – So the garden where God placed us is our heart and our 
job is to watch over it.  It is a constant task which will last as long as our life does; it is the only way that purity of 
heart can be acquired and preserved. 

 Original sin was a consequence of negligence as much as of disobedience.  This dwelling within oneself is also 
looking at God.  God raises us to himself, thus it is contemplation which requires an inward attentiveness. 

 We are a garden, we are Eden we are where God dwells. 

 The “heart” is what is deepest in us, and nothing is radically inserted there except at the cost of great desire, effort, 
and time.  A passing thought does not become an affectus of the heart, except through a very long process. 

 Holiness can only happen through the conscience, the commandments of God, the magisterium of the Church.  We 
need them to become holy, but the holy person is the person constantly receptive to the inner movement of the 
Spirit.  Without that, you can’t have union of spirit. 

 

These are rich and meaty revelations shared with us by a brilliant man who has spent years developing his 
interior life.  Sit with these, meditate on them, and contemplate their value.  Begin the journey of closer union 
with God in silent prayer and open ourselves to the gift of contemplation.   God willing, this will be our final 
journey - total union with God for all eternity.  Enjoy a foretaste now in silent prayer… 

 

Evangelization 
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Deut 4: 1, 5-9; Matt 5:17-19 

 
A young mother had told her 7 year-old daughter not to squeeze her 3 year-old brother too tightly. 
She knew that the girl loved him, but was afraid that she loved him so much that she would hurt him by 
squeezing him too much. 
 
Sure enough, one day the mother walked into the room and found her daughter not only squeezing her 
brother, but doing it over and over again. 
The frightened mother quickly grabbed the boy and sent her daughter to her room, there to await the on-
slaught of a few choice words, no doubt. 
In her room, the girl was holding onto a pillow, crying, and saying over and over, “I knew what to do; I knew 
what to do; they taught us in school.” 
“Jimmy was choking on a Lego, and I knew what to do….” 
 
The mother made a good rule. 
One that was intended to protect her son, as well as teach her daughter restraint. 
There was nothing wrong with that rule, and nothing that should be changed. 
The daughter knew and understood the rule, as well. 
But she took it to fulfillment. 
She took the rule to its rightful meaning, saving the life of her brother. 

 
 
 

The Talmud, the Hebrew instruction, tells us that there are 613 Mitzvot or commandments in the Torah. 
 There are 248 positive Mitzvot, the ones that say, “do” this or that. 
 There are 365 negative commandments, the ones that say “do not” do this of that. 
 
They cover all aspects of human life, from relationships with God to relationships with a business partner. 
 How to treat employees, slaves, servants. 
 Dietary laws, marriage, and property rights. 
 
You name it, it can be found in the law. Jesus knew and understood the laws. His whole ministry was an-
chored in the law. 
 
And, as he told his disciples, Jesus did not come to abolish the law. 
He knew that it was a violation of the law to skip a word, or drop a letter when the law was transcribed. 
So he made the point to tell the disciples that not even the smallest word or smallest part of a letter would 
pass from the law. 
 
NO, Jesus came to fulfill the law. To interpret the law so that it fit the needs of the people of the day. 
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His disciples picked grains from the field on a Sabbath out of hunger. 
Jesus cured suffering and sicknesses out of kindness and compassion. 
He ate with sinners; walked with the unclean. 
 
Not out of condemnation to the laws, but to humanize them and bring the laws to their rightful meaning. 
Unfortunately, the final verse in this section is omitted in today’s reading. 
 
It reads: 

 I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

 
The Scribes and Pharisees were experts in every letter of the law, loving the law. 
 
Jesus is the Righteous One, showing us the way to righteousness by loving those who are subjected to the 
law. 
 
 

 
Lent is its own kind of legalistic time in the Church. 
When we can’t eat meat; when we must fast. 
At the end of Lent, the great Easter celebration awaits. 
We then can look back on our own Lent and take an assessment. 
 
Will our report card be that: 
 We abstained from meat on Fridays. 
 We fasted. 
 We went to Stations of the Cross. 
 We went to mass on Sundays. 
 
In other words, we fulfilled the laws of Lent. Or will we look back on Lent, and recognize that Lent was not 
about us and the law, but about us and our relationship with others. 
 Did we pray for others? 
 Mend fences that were broken? 
 Do acts of kindness for kindness sake? 
 Did we follow in the footsteps of Jesus as he led us on a right relationship with God and our neighbor? 

 

This year, let each of us bring fulfillment to the laws of Lent. 
 
Deacon Steve 
 



 
 
 

OPERATION VETERANS AT THE MARGIN: 
Remembering A Special Group of 

 Georgetown County Veterans 
 

 
Our country is graced with an abundance of memorials that honor the men and 
women who sacrificed their lives in our nation’s wars.  Assembly 3272 of the 
Knights of Columbus is proud to be a “founding sponsor” and continuing financial 
supporter of one of the most recent memorials, the 
Georgetown County Veterans Memorial honoring the men 
and women of Georgetown County who served our country 
in every war since its foundation. 
 

However, we aspire to do more; we aspire to honor those veterans still living in our 
community who served our nation in more recent wars. Among the ways we do this are: 
 

 
 Honoring veterans at the annual July 4 Celebration sponsored by our assembly and 

Council 11028 in Pawleys Island. 

 Provided more than 800 individual necessities donated by parishioners of PBOC 
(sweatpants, tee shirts, shoes, toiletries, backpacks, pillows, blankets, sheets, and 
gas cards) to the veteran’s clinics in Myrtle Beach and Charleston through our 
Patriotic Giving Tree Project. 

 Sending “Care Packages” with personal notes to deployed veterans. 

 
But there is much more to be done. There is another group of special men and women that we must not 
overlook – veterans in our Georgetown community that are, for a variety of very personal reasons, living in 
some of the hospices and other care facilities that serve our community.     
 
During the past several months,knights of our assembly, under the leadership of Sir Knight Joe Muffolett, 
have been visiting as many veterans as we can find in these facilities.  Young or old, engaged or withdrawn, 
with a story to share or providing a relatively silent witness, blessed with visitors or largely alone, they are in 
need of “compassionate outsiders” who can bring them a fresh face, a fresh story, a caring presence. This 
we do our best to accomplish for these veterans at the margin.  

Knights of Columbus 
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Whether we meet with as little as one or two veterans in a particular hospice or eight 
or more, one thing is very predictable.  We knights will be blessed in meeting some 
truly remarkable people and we will walk away with more that we bring. We share with 
them a care package, our thankfulness for their service and our caring presence. 
They share with us anecdotes from their military service; deep appreciation for our 
visit and the care package we bring them; their unique personalities and personal 
stories; and, albeit modest, a degree of kinship that transcends our compassionate 
encounter. 
 
This program is in its early stages. We are learning as we go. We are exploring and 
instituting ways to build our kinship with these veterans on a more personal as well as 
group basis, such as by making personal visits, sending birthday cards and holiday 
cards, personalizing care packages, arranging for transportation to and from our 
annual 4th of July Celebration and the Georgetown Veterans Memorial, and by adding them to those we 
distribute necessities donated by parishioners through Operation Hope, etc.  
 
All the good works knights do are informed by four core principles:  
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  
 
Put together, they simply say, we aspire to serve our God, our country, and those in need. And what better 
way to achieve this aspiration than by Operation Veterans at the Margin, reaching out to this special group 
of veterans in our community.  
 
May God bless our undertaking. 
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April 29th 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

New This Year! 
Live Music: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 


