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Let us learn about the Advent Wreath!
The Advent Wreath became a formal tradition of the Catholic Church in the 1600's.  Though most are
aware the wreath is used to count down the weeks of Advent, we aren't aware of all the symbolism
and meaning behind the wreath.  The circle of the wreath reminds us of the eternal nature of God and
highlights that Christ is ever present, event today, and therefore his coming is not simply a past event
found in history.  The wreath contains 4 Candles, 3 purple and 1 rose, that represent each week in
advent.  Fun fact, each candle has a name.  The Prophet's Candle is lighted the first week and focuses
us on hope and the need to prepare our hearts for Christ. The Bethlehem Candle is lighted the second
week and it reminds us of Mary and Joseph's journey and of our need to continue to draw closer to
Christ.  The third week in Advent is called Gaudete Sunday, which means rejoice, and we light the
Shepherd's Candle and celebrate the joy and light of the season.  On the final week of Advent we
focus on the peace of Christ.  This week we light the Angel's Candle to remind us of the angels
announcement, "Peace on earth, good will to men!"  As we light each candle we see the contrast
between light and darkness and realize Jesus came to drive out the darkness.  With each passing week
more and more light is added, giving us a visual representation that we are drawing closer to the birth
of the light of the world, Jesus.   
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Below is a link to the prayers

and instructions for your

Advent Wreath

https://www.dynamiccatholic.co

m/advent/advent-wreath-

prayers.html

This year our students,
teachers and volunteers
have decided to make our
Christmas Play more
personal by writing it
themselves. Today they
learning about the Nativity
of our Lord and decided
what their role will be for
our Christmas Social.

December 18th

Faith Formation

Christmas Social 5:30 PM

Parish Center
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