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About Our Organization 

The Sacred Heart Music Society draws together parishioners with musical talent or interest and strives 
to provide activities such as concerts or sing-alongs for the community that would be fun and may have 
fundraising potential for the parish. 

To become a member: Use the Sacred Heart parish “Organ” envelopes or designate “Organ” on the 
Sacred Heart Parish on line giving. Then contact the Olesons or the Sacred Heart parish office and tell 
us you want to be a member of the society. That way we will be sure to include you in music society 
events and you can be assured that your Organ related gifts will be tracked for eventual recognition 
when you reach the $100 goal.  

From the Editor  
By Fred Oleson 
 
We are on our way to the May 5th Organ Concert “He Is Risen” that will be performed at the Church 
from 4 to 5 PM.  It has been a pleasure working with our guest organist Todd Davis in preparing the 
program for this event.  The program draft is printed in this edition of the newsletter. There will be an 
after concert reception at the Parish Center. Please save that time and date, we would love to have you 
and your whole family attend! 
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Membership 
During the month of March we continued with 41 families and 2 organizations donating to the Music 
Society. If you are a new contributor to the organ fund and you wish to receive the Music Society 
newsletter, please contact the Olesons using our contact information at the bottom of this newsletter, or 
in the parish weekly bulletin. Those members who requested a hard copy of the newsletter were hand 
delivered hard copies starting with the March 2019 newsletter. In addition PDFs of our newsletter can 
now be accessed on the Sacred Heart website (http://www.sacredheartsg.com/music-society).  Anyone who 
currently receives this newsletter and wishes to opt out of receiving future editions, please contact the 
office, or Fred Oleson and request to be removed from our distribution list. 

Fundraising 
As of the 04/04/19 contribution update, $3817 had been collected for the Organ Fund for the nine 
months of the 2019 Fiscal Year. In the latest period of 3/3/19 to 04/3/19, $809 was donated. This was a 
major improvement over the organ donations for January and February.  Thank you to our members 
who dug deep to make this happen.   

Chart 1: Monthly Contributions for current fiscal year (FY2019) 

 

Please keep in mind that the 3:1 match is continuing for this fiscal year (FY19). Therefore, we have the 
ability to take several more years off the originally planned length of our fund drive if we meet this 
year’s $6,000 goal. 

 

 

http://www.sacredheartsg.com/music-society
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Chart 2: Overall Progress Towards the $109,000 Total Goal (as of 04/04/19) 

 

 

 
Photo 1: The Music Society Donors Plaque on the right side wall of Sacred Heart Church. 

 
For this fiscal year the music society will continue to recognize cumulative contributions to the society in 
increments of $100. For each new $100 increment a family may request an additional plate be added to 
the plaque commemorating a loved one, a mentor, group, or intention.  
 
When you have made your contribution, please contact Diane Oleson and provide details for the 
engraving to recognize your family’s gift (form available on Realm). We ask you to use the form to 
ensure the spelling is correct and to confirm the message. To opt out of being listed on the plaque a 
line has been added to the form so you won’t be contacted unnecessarily. You may also contact Diane 
and provide information over the phone or via email.  
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Special Interest Articles 
A newsletter that only discussed membership and fundraising might end up being pretty dull. If you 
have a story to tell, or a piece of information to relate that is germane to church music, please submit 
an article for publication.  
 

Get Ready for the May 5th Organ Concert ! 
By Fred Oleson 
 
We are on our way to the May 5th Organ Concert “He Is Risen” that will be performed at the Church 
from 4 to 5 PM.  There will be an after concert reception at the Parish Center consisting of cookies, 
cakes, light snacks, lemonade, ice tea and coffee.   

 
Our current planning committee includes the Olesons, Rose Tiehel, Cecile Fetters, Ray Sherry, Bonnie 
Slagle and Carla Kolasa.   
 
It has been a pleasure working with our guest organist Todd Davis in preparing the program for this 
event.  Similar to last year, Todd will be playing 4 popular hymns where the audience can join in and 
sing.  The lyrics for those hymns will be printed on the reverse side of the program so everyone who 
wishes to sing will have the words available. The parish will print up a set number of programs for 
distribution to the audience, however to be sure you have a program, you may wish to download the 
PDF of the program from Realm and print it yourself prior to coming to the concert on the 5th.  
 
We think this concert and reception will offer members of our parish and the Spring Grove community a 
very enjoyable afternoon. Please plan to attend with your family and friends. The society could still use 
help, either in publicizing the concert, or preparing the decorations and food and setting up for the after 
concert reception. If you would like to pitch in, please contact the Olesons to help with publicizing the 
concert, or Bonnie Slagle to help with the reception by the end of April.  
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Illustration 1: Program for the May 5th Sacred Heart Organ Concert.  The program includes 4 hymns where the audience can join 

in and sing with Todd’s accompaniment.  
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Origins of the Hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
By Fred Oleson 
 
One of the favorite hymns of the Easter Season is “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” This will be a featured 
hymn at our May 5th organ concert.  Therefore, I thought our music society members would be 
interested in the origins of this hymn. 
 
The original poem (lyrics) was written by an unknown author in Germany (Munich/Breslau) in the 14th 
century.  The Poem was written in Latin "Surrexit Christus hodie" and was made up of 11 verses.  The 
poem was based on scriptural accounts of Jesus’ resurrection from Matthew 28:6, Acts 2:32, 1 Peter 3:18 
and Revelation 1:17-18. 
 

 
Illustration 2: "The Resurrection of Christ" by Noël Coypel 

The first three verses of the Latin poem were initially translated into English in 1708 by a Church of Ireland 
cleric John Baptist Walsh who then set it to his melody “Easter Hymn”.  The combined English translation and 
melody was then included in Walsh’s Lyra Davidica (Collection of Divine Songs and Hymns).  In 1740 Charles 

Wesley (one of the founders of Methodism
1
) added a fourth verse to the hymn.  The hymn is noted for 

having Alleluia as a refrain after every line. 
 
Link to listen to Jesus Christ is Risen today: with Melody-Easter Hymn, Kings College (Cambridge) Choir. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMwPEmUMP7U 

 
 
This hymn is sometimes confused with “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”, that hymn was written entirely by 
Charles Wesley and is sung to the Welsh melody Llanfair. 

                                                 
1 Methodism initially was a movement within the Church of England that placed increased emphasis on “Good Works”. 

After the United States gained independence from England, many Methodist churches in America were founded without a 

connection to the Church of England. In the late eighteenth century Methodism separated from the Church of England. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No%C3%ABl_Coypel

