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About Our Organization 

The Sacred Heart Music Society draws together parishioners with musical talent or interest and strives 
to provide activities such as concerts or sing-alongs for the community that would be fun and may have 
fundraising potential for the parish. 

To become a member: Use the Sacred Heart parish “Organ” envelopes or designate “Organ” on the 
Sacred Heart Parish on line giving. Then contact the Olesons or the Sacred Heart parish office and tell 
us you want to be a member of the society. That way we will be sure to include you in music society 
events and you can be assured that your Organ related gifts will be tracked for eventual recognition 
when you reach the $100 goal.  

From the Editor  
By Fred Oleson 
 
As of this writing daylight savings time has begun, the sun is out and spring is on its way! We are 
actively planning the 2019 Organ Concert “He Is Risen” that will be performed at the Church on May 5th 
from 4 to 5 PM. There will be an after concert reception at the Parish Center. Please save that time and 
date, we would love to have you and your whole family attend! 
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Membership 
During the month of January we continued with 41 families and 2 organizations donating to the Music 
Society. If you are a new contributor to the organ fund and you wish to receive the Music Society 
newsletter, please contact the Olesons using our contact information at the bottom of this newsletter, or 
in the parish weekly bulletin. It has come to our attention that a few people in the music society do not 
have access to a home computer. For those people we will provide a hard copy of the newsletter on the 
Sunday after the publication date. Anyone who currently receives this newsletter and wishes to opt out 
of receiving future editions, please contact the office, or Fred Oleson and request to be removed from 
our distribution list. 

Fundraising 
As of the 03/04/19 contribution update, $3008 had been collected for the Organ Fund for the eight 
months of the 2019 Fiscal Year. In the latest period of 2/3/19 to 03/3/19, $140.00 was donated. This 
was an improvement over the organ donations for January, but still lags behind our monthly goal. So as 
not to become discouraged, however we should put this year to date number in context with fiscal years 
2016 and 2017. During those two fiscal years, less than $3000 was raised for an entire year.  

Chart 1: Monthly Contributions for current fiscal year (FY2019) 

 

Please keep in mind that the 3:1 match is continuing for this fiscal year (FY19). Therefore, we have the 
ability to take several more years off the originally planned length of our fund drive if we meet this 
year’s $6,000 goal. 
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Chart 2: Overall Progress Towards the $109,000 Total Goal (as of 03/04/19) 

 

 

 
Photo 1: The Music Society Donors Plaque on the right side wall of Sacred Heart Church. 

 
For this fiscal year the music society will continue to recognize cumulative contributions to the society in 
increments of $100. For each new $100 increment a family may request an additional plate be added to 
the plaque commemorating a loved one, a mentor, group, or intention.  
 
When you have made your contribution, please contact Diane Oleson and provide details for the 
engraving to recognize your family’s gift (form available on Realm). We ask you to use the form to 
ensure the spelling is correct and to confirm the message. To opt out of being listed on the plaque a 
line has been added to the form so you won’t be contacted unnecessarily. You may also contact Diane 
and provide information over the phone or via email. On March 7th, 2 new plates were added to the 
Music Society plaque at the Church.  
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Special Interest Articles 
A newsletter that only discussed membership and fundraising might end up being pretty dull. If you 
have a story to tell, or a piece of information to relate that is germane to church music, please submit 
an article for publication.  
 

Plans for the 2019 Organ Concert 
By Fred Oleson 
 
The Sacred Heart Music Society is well into the planning stages of our 2019 Organ Concert. The date 
of the concert has been confirmed as Sunday May 5th, from 4 PM to 5 PM at our church on Main Street. 
We are also planning an after concert reception at the parish center, where light refreshments will be 
served. 
 
Our current planning committee includes the Olesons, Rose Tiehel, Cecile Fetters, Ray Sherry and 
Bonnie Slagle.  Chuck Becker (also a Music Society member) representing the PVT Allen Beck VFW 
Post has agreed that overflow parking from the concert can use that portion of the VFW parking lot 
closest to our church.  
 
With the assistance of Tom Tiehel (who performed at our 2018 organ concert) and his mother Rose 
Tiehel we contacted Todd B. Davis, a noted local York County organist and asked if he would be able 
to perform an organ concert at our Church on May the 5th. Todd agreed to support our concert by 
performing sacred and classical organ music, along with some selected hymns with which the audience 
could sing along. Because the concert is during the Easter Season we have named the concert “He Is 
Risen”.  
 
Some people in our parish might already know Todd, as he was previously Music Director for Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church that is just down Main Street from Sacred Heart. The two churches have a long 
history of participating in ecumenical events. For those members of our parish who do not know Todd, 
the information below can serve as an introduction. 
 
Originally from Baltimore, Maryland, Mr. Davis has been playing organ in churches since age 12. He is 
currently the Director of Music and Administrative Assistant at Christ Lutheran Church, York, 
Pennsylvania. He is blessed by the loving support of his wife, Cathe, and by the joy and presence of 
their son, Hayden. 
 
As a member of the board of the York Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, Mr. Davis earned 
the Colleague Certificate and Associate Certificate in the Guild’s professional certification program. The 
prizewinner of the Guild’s Colleague examination, he was featured in the American Guild of Organists’ 
magazine, “The American Organist,” in October 2018. 
 
 

Two of his hymn arrangements, “Ah, Holy Jesus,” and “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty,” are published 
by Wayne Leupold Editions in “The Organist’s Companion”.  
 
Our music society concert committee has prepared the flyer for the concert shown below. We will begin 
to distribute these to local churches and community bulletin boards the week of March 18th.  
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We think this concert and reception will offer members of our parish and the Spring Grove community a 
very enjoyable afternoon. Please plan to attend with your family and friends. The society could still use 
help, either in publicizing the concert, or preparing the decorations and food and setting up for the after 
concert reception. If you would like to pitch in, please contact the Olesons by the end of March.  

Our Organ Provides Parish Flexibility 
By Fred Oleson 
 
Recently the Sacred Heart Futures Committee began a process to determine the facility needs of our 
parish. A question posed by some members of our parish during those discussions was how the 
parish’s Allen Organ fit in with future plans. Therefore it seems appropriate for this newsletter to put the 
Allen Organ in context with a parish considering a modification in worship facilities in coming years. 
 
When our 2010 Allen Quantum Q350 Digital Organ was purchased in 2011, part of the rationale for its 
purchase was its ability to be economically relocated to a new parish facility should that become 
necessary in the future. The digital nature of the organ allows for a portability that would not be feasible 
for a conventional pipe organ. In our Music Society newsletter of January 2018, we made note that an 
organ similar to our Allen organ was being used by the Vatican primarily due to its siting flexibility (see 
photo 2).  
 
 

 
Photo 2: The new Allen organ that is now in use in St. Peters Basilica at the Vatican. 

The Allen Company’s organ caught the attention of the director of the Sistine Chapel Choir during the 
Pope’s U.S. tour in 2015. During that tour, choir officials rented an Allen organ for Masses in Detroit 
and New York City (Madison Square Garden). The Chapel Choir maestro, Monsignor Massimo 
Palombella believes the Allen organ has been a good fit for St. Peter’s sanctuary, which can struggle 
with “musical coordination” due to its interior layout. 
 
Based upon the example of the Vatican Chapel Choir, we at Sacred Heart possess an organ that can 
be economically relocated, and whose technology allows the correct blending of bass and treble 
registers whether the worship facility is an ancient chapel, an auditorium, or a gymnasium.   


