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About Our Organization 
The Sacred Heart Music Society draws together parishioners with musical talent or interest and strives 
to provide activities such as concerts or sing-alongs for the community that would be fun and may have 
fundraising potential for the parish. 

To become a member, contact the Olesons or the Sacred Heart parish office and tell us you want to be 
a member of the society. That way we will be sure to include you in music society events.  

From the Editor  
By Fred Oleson 
 
In our May newsletter we announced that that the entire cost of the Allen Organ project had been 
returned to parish savings. Thank you to the entire parish and especially the members of the music 
society for your consistent effort and generosity even during the worst days of the pandemic. 
At this point the Music Society is less focused on fundraising and more focused on promoting the Music 
Ministry at Sacred Heart. To that end we have organized an organ concert “In the Spirit” that will be 
performed the afternoon of Sunday, October 30th at the Sacred Heart Church on N. Main St. Spring 
Grove. This month’s newsletter discusses details of the concert, and the special interest article 
discusses one of the sing-along hymns that will be performed, “Precious Lord.” 
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Membership 
If you wish to receive the monthly Music Society newsletter via Realm Posting, please contact the 
Olesons using our contact information at the bottom of this newsletter, or in the parish weekly bulletin. 
Unless you directly contact us, we have no way of knowing you wish to be included in Music Society 
activities, or to be listed as one of our members.  

 

For members who do not have a computer, a hardcopy version of the newsletter will be provided upon 
request. Anyone who currently receives this newsletter and wishes to opt out of receiving future 
editions, please contact the office, or Fred Oleson and request to be removed from our distribution list.  

 “In the Spirit” Organ Concert-October 30
th

  

By May of this year there was consensus across our nation that after 2 years we had weathered the 
Covid storm and that circumstances within our society were getting back to normal. Within our parish 
we were getting back to 3 Masses on the weekend and were holding the 7:45 AM Mass in the church. 
In addition, the cost of the Allen Organ project had been returned to savings. At that time a few of us in 
the Music Society began to think about holding an organ concert to promote our parish’s music ministry 
and to lift the mood of our community. Todd Davis our Saturday evening organist was enthusiastic 
about playing the Allen organ as part of a Sunday afternoon concert that would include both classical 
music and hymns.  

By July the officers of the Music society began working with the parish staff and council to pick a date 
for the concert. The eventual date that fit in well with other parish activities and Todd’s schedule was 
October 30th. Recognizing that date’s nearness to All Saints and All Souls Days there was consensus 
that a good theme for the performance would be “In the Spirit”. This would also be an opportunity to 
remember the people in our parish who had passed away over the past year. Among those who had 
passed was our choir member Mrs. Carla Kolasa.  

In September Father Letteer applied his considerable computer graphic design skills to help Dave 
Fetters and Fred Oleson design and publish the flyer for the concert.  

 

Illustration 1: Flyer for the upcoming Sacred Heart Organ Concert "In the Spirit" 

As the flyer indicates Todd Davis who is a master organist, will be playing a selection of classical music 
and singable hymns.  
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Among the classical instrumental selections are works by Bach, Mozart, Guilmant/Handel and Faure.  
 
The sing along hymns1 will be: “For all the Saints”, “Abide with Me”, “In the Garden” and “Precious Lord, 
Take my Hand”. 
 
Parking for the concert will be in the lot behind the church, on Main Street in front of the church, and in 
the portion of the VFW2 parking lot closest to our church. We look forward to seeing society members, 
parishioners and members of the Spring Grove community at the “In the Spirit” concert on October 30th 
at 2 PM.  

The Hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

 
One of the selections that will be included in the “In the Spirit” concert program as a sing along hymn is 
“Precious Lord, Take my Hand”. As you may recall, a hymn is composed of two parts; part 1 is the 
lyrics, or poem and part 2 is the melody. Many times, the person who is credited as the composer of the 
hymn was actually the person who wrote a poem after being inspired by great joy, great peril, or great 
sadness. That poem, as written, has a certain rhythm and the author of the poem then seeks out a 
melody that will match the rhythm of the poem and also conveys the desired feeling.  
  
There are two different poems that use the hymn title “Precious Lord”. Both poems were inspired by 
tragedy and ask God for help in navigating through hard times. Both versions use the melody 

“Maitland”. The melody Maitland was composed by Professor George Allen of Oberlin College3 (of 
Ohio) in 1835. The version of “Precious Lord” most appropriate for our concert uses the lyrics written by 
Thomas Dorsey in 1932.  
 
Dorsey has said that he wrote his poem while at the piano playing the melody Maitland as a means of 
working through his grief. What follows is the story for how he found himself in front of that piano in 
1932.  
 
Thomas Dorsey4 was born in rural Georgia. His father was a Baptist preacher, and his mother, a piano 
teacher. As a young man he moved to Chicago in 1919 and studied at the Chicago College of 
Composition. Even though he was raised in a religious family, Dorsey pursued a secular musical career 
composing, arranging and playing jazz and blues in Chicago night clubs. However, in 1928 he was 
inspired to devote himself to writing religious music for black Christian churches. Dorsey’s musical 
arrangements for songs used during services utilized some characteristics of the jazz and blues genre, 
and originally his arrangements were not well received. 

  
Theodore Frye, the music director at a small Baptist missionary church5 in Chicago first took on Dorsey 
as choir leader and allowed him to arrange music for the choir. After seeing the enthusiastic response 
of the congregation, Dorsey was offered a position at the much larger Pilgrim Baptist Church of 
Chicago. Dorsey accepted the Pilgrim Church offer where he remained for over 40 years.  
 

                                                 
1 All but “In the Garden” covered by Sacred Heart’s One License #737846-A.  “In the Garden” is in the public domain.  

2 Thank you to the VFW for allowing use of their lot for our overflow parking. 
3 Oberlin College was founded by Presbyterian minister John J. Shipherd and Philo P. Stewart in 1833 as the 
Oberlin Collegiate Institute. The mission of that liberal arts and music college was to educate ministers and schoolteachers 
who would serve in the western US territories. The college was named for the famous Lutheran pastor Johann Friedrich 
Oberlin (1740-1826) who was a renowned philanthropist in the Alsace Lorraine region of France. Some have called him a 
“Protestant Saint”.  
4 Thomas Dorsey (1899-1993) 
5 Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church, 4501 S. Vincennes Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.  
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In 1932 Dorsey and Theodore Frye founded the National Convention of Gospel Choirs and 
Choruses that acted as a training center and clearing house to promote this new “Gospel” music. 
Additional chapters of the convention were opened in St. Louis and Cleveland. It was during a revival in 
St. Louis when tragedy struck. While Thomas Dorsey was in St. Louis, his pregnant wife Nettie back in 
Chicago went into labor and both mother and child died. This then brings us back to Thomas Dorsey 
sitting in front of the keyboard in Chicago after the funeral with his friend Theodore Frye and playing the 
melody Maitland. It was then that Dorsey tells us he composed his poem “Precious Lord” to that tune.  
 
Theodore Frye then took those lyrics paired with Dorsey’s arrangement of the Maitland melody and 
introduced the hymn “Precious Lord” to the choir at Atlanta's Ebenezer Baptist Church the next Sunday. 
The congregation was greatly moved. Martin Luther King, Sr. was the pastor of Ebenezer at that time6. 
This song has gone on to become the most recorded of any gospel hymn to date.  
 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

Original Thomas Dorsey Poem to Maitland: 

 

YouTube performance of this version of the hymn.  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwOmKpPf0MQ 

                                                 
6 Martin Luther King Sr. began his ministry at Ebenezer Baptist Church Atlanta in 1931.  
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It is said that Precious Lord became one of the favorite hymns of Rev King’s son, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. And that is how we get to the second version of the hymn. After the tragic death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Joyce Merman and Roy Ringwald were inspired to write their own poem7 to the tune 
Maitland in honor of Dr. King’s vision of a better world using the same song title.  

 
 

"Precious Lord, Take My Hand" arr. Roy Ringwald  

Precious Lord, take my hand,  
Bring me home through the night.  
Through the dark, through the storm, to Thy light. 
I have been to the mount, I have seen the Promised Land:  
Precious Lord, take my hand. 
  
Precious, Lord, take my hand,  
Bring Thy child home at last,  
Where the strife and the pain  
All are past:  
I have dreamed a great dream that  
Thy love shall rule our land:  
Precious Lord, take my hand.  
 
Precious Lord, take my hand,  
Take Thy child unto Thee,  
With my dream of a world that is free.  
For that day when all flesh joins the glory Thou hast planned,  
Precious Lord, take my hand.  

Text: Joyce Merman. ©1968 Shawnee Press, Inc. Reprinted under CCLI License  

YouTube performance of this version of the hymn 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQCPSRXZFgU 
 

                                                 
7 Copyright in 1968 


