
3rd Sunday of Lent – A12 
 
Every one of us has his or her own image of God.  You may never have 
thought about it, but even though we all make the same profession of faith, 
everyone here today has our own image of who God is.  And even when 
two people use the exact same words to describe God, it doesn’t mean that 
they share the exact same understanding of those particular words.   
 
And one of the main reasons this is true is that despite the power of the 
Incarnation, much about our God remains a mystery.  That’s not because 
God necessarily wants it so, but simply because we are creatures, and 
therefore limited in what we can know and understand.  As I like to say, 
God is God and we are not.  That’s just the way it is.   
 
And part of living a faithful life involves wrestling with this precise 
question, wrestling with the great mystery of who God is, and ultimately, 
what the consequences of that particular understanding mean for each 
one of us, and how our unique understanding shapes what we are expected 
to say and do. 
 
But while each of us thinks of God in different ways, my guess is that, 
when it comes to thinking about how God acts, many of us would 
probably have pretty similar ideas.  And if we made a list of all the times we 
felt that God was at work in our lives, all the times God seemed to be 
acting in your life and mine, I’m sure a pattern would start to develop.  
And that pattern would almost certainly show an overwhelming 
assumption that God does most of His work . . . from the outside.   
 
Think about the following examples: 
God made my boss give me the raise I wanted. 
God gave me good weather today for my daughter’s wedding. 
God made me miss those trees when my car slid off the road. 
God made sure my candidate got elected. 
God made my son have a good game. 
God made my test results come back negative. 
 



I hear this sort of language all the time.  I say these sorts of things all the 
time.  And quite honestly, there is nothing unfaithful about talking this 
way.  After all, we believe that every good thing comes from God.   
 
And so, to the degree that each of those things I just mentioned are 
“good”, we can give the ultimate “credit” to God.  Every good thing is 
because of His love, His mercy, His generosity, His providence. 
 
And as I mentioned, each of those examples are instances in which we see 
God at work in our lives entirely from the outside.  That list above shows 
God doing things for us and to us, and, pretty much without us.   
 
Why couldn’t the same list have been something along the lines of . . . .  
God helped me to be a thoughtful and responsible worker. 
I’m grateful for the weather, but it would have been a joyous day no matter 
what. 
God helped me be mindful of the road conditions. 
God isn’t the one in the ballot box.  I am.  I have to use the mind God 
gave me. 
God wants my son simply to do his best and enjoy himself. 
God would have been with me even if the test came back positive. 
 
Different ways of looking at the same situations - ways in which God is not 
doing something to us from the outside, but rather is helping us from 
within - guiding us, comforting us, inspiring us - in a word, loving us - 
from the inside. 
 
Today we hear some beautiful readings from Scripture.  In the first reading 
from Exodus, we see God, through his faithful servant Moses, providing 
water in the desert for the Israelites.  In one sense, God is simply satisfying 
their physical need for water.  They were desperate, and God came to their 
aid.   
 
But on another level, God seems to be showing them something even 
more important - that He has not abandoned them, that He is still with 
them, journeying with them, leading them to where they need to be.     



That was what they needed more than anything in the world - even if they 
maybe couldn’t see it in that particular moment. 
 
And in today’s Gospel from St John we hear the moving account of what 
we call The Woman at the Well, about a woman who comes to collect 
water, and leaves with something of much greater value: a healed and 
changed heart, a new sense of hope, a new beginning, a new life.  The story 
even says that she left her water jar when she went back to tell the others.  
I guess what seemed so important before, was now not so much. 
 
And then we heard in our 2nd Reading from the Letter to the Romans, 
“And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured 
out into our hearts . . .”  
 
It provides us with such a perfect image in light of the other two readings: 
the image of God pouring His love into us, pouring His life into us - with 
the hope that we will become more fully alive, that we will seek to do His 
work, that we will be channels of every good thing God wants for the 
world.  Evidently, God doesn’t just want to work from the outside; He 
primarily wants to work through you and me.  What a God we have! 
 
And so, as we continue in this holy season of Lent, let us pray that the 
Eucharist we celebrate and receive here at the Table of the Lord will enable 
us to make room in our hearts and in our lives for God, discarding the 
things that really don’t matter much or that are cluttering our hearts or 
minds or souls, so that through our every thought, word and deed this 
coming week, we might assist in the building of the Father’s Kingdom of 
true and lasting peace. 
 
 


