
4th Lent Sund. Homily, A, March 21, 2020 

John 9; 1-49 

Dear friends, 

It can be so easy to jump to conclusion that many times we miss the truth. 
Sometimes, we have our own ideas about people and their actions, and we 
eliminate the possibility to know someone as they truly are. 

There are a whole host of reasons why we do this, but, fundamentally, it 
usually boils down to our own pride and ego. When things do not go as we want 
them to, we attempt to exclude the other or even to alter the story to fit our 
agenda. 

The first reading from the 1st Samuel speaks of God's desire to select a new 
King for Israel in light of Saul's disobedience. Samuel initially selects the tallest and 
best looking of Jesse's sons, but the Lord quickly rebukes him for doing so. 

God does not look us by how we look, dress or present ourselves, but 
instead he examines our motives and our hearts. 

David was the youngest son, and by human standards probably the most 
unqualified and least experienced to be a king. 

Nevertheless, he is the one the Lord chooses. God's ways are not necessarily 
our ways. 

John's Gospel also presents a case of mistaken identity and preconceived 
attitudes. 

Jesus encounters a man born blind from birth, and His disciples assume that 
the blindness is due to this man's or his parent's sin. 

Instead, Jesus instructs them that neither is the case but instead this man has 
been presented to demonstrate the power of God. Jesus anoints his eyes and 
instructs him to wash in the Pool of Siloam, which gives him sight. 



However, the Pharisees debate with the blind man and his parents over how he 
has gained sight- and over Jesus' identity. 

Initially, the blind man does not know who Jesus is, but he comes to believe 
Jesus is the Son of God. 

The Pharisees conversely refuse to accept Jesus as the Christ, and they attempt 
to portray Jesus as a sinner. 

They are dumbfounded by the blind man and his acceptance of Jesus. They 
refuse to believe because of the hardness of their hearts. 

Admitting belief in Jesus would require them to change, and it would require 
them in humility to admit their ideas and prejudices were wrong. 

Ironically, they fall further into the blindness of sin, while the man who was 
physically blind now sees perfectly in faith. 

This Fourth Sunday of Lent is also known as ‘Laetare Sunday’, a time for 
rejoicing because the Lenten journey is nearing a close and the time of the 
Resurrection is at hand. 

We remember on this day that we no longer have to fear sin and death, as St. 
Paul noted to the Ephesians, because Christ has dispelled their darkness through 
his sacrifice. 

Now is the perfect opportunity to ask ourselves how we are doing this Lent 
and if, in fact, we have allowed ourselves to be transformed by God's grace. 

What things are we still holding on to in the stubbornness of our pride? 

What keeps us blind to the needs of others and to knowing God more profoundly? 

Our task in the remaining days of Lent is to see others as God sees us, to 
eliminate our own prejudices, negative passions and judgmental attitudes and to 
look with eyes of faith. 



We may be surprised by what we discover, and we may even notice that Christ 
is present all around us. 

Fr. Nick and I pray for you and your whole family. Stay healthy and safe. May 
God bless you abundantly on this critical situation with good health, happiness, 
peace  and joy. 

  
Do you have worries and doubts? 
 Let Jesus lead you through this difficult time and show you the 
consolation and peace that comes with loving Christ more deeply. 

  
These last few weeks have been an especially difficult time. Many of 
us have worries and questions, and we may even feel isolated. 
Surprisingly, Saint Teresa of Calcutta herself faced many of these 
same interior struggles. For many years, Mother Teresa felt 
abandoned by God, and yet she knew that, despite this feeling, she 
was not abandoned. She knew that Christ had not left her, but rather 
he thirsted for her. 
Let Jesus guide you in this challenging time. Peace be with you. 

 


