
 

Palm Sunday Homily, A, April 5, 2020,    Mt 21; 1-11 

Dear friends, 

Richard Matheson wrote a science-fiction story called "The Traveler." 
It's about a scientist named Paul Jairus. He's part of a research team that developed 
an energy screen to permit people to travel backward into time. 

The first trip is scheduled to take place a few days before Christmas. Jairus has 

been picked to make the trip. He decides to go back in time to the crucifixion of 

Jesus on Calvary. 

Jairus is a nonbeliever and anticipates finding the crucifixion different from the way 

the Bible describes it. 

When the historic moment comes, 

Jairus steps inside the energy screen. The countdown goes as planned, and the 

launch is made on schedule. 

Soon Jairus finds himself soaring backward into time—IOO years, 1,000 years, 2,000 

years. 

The energy screen touches down on target. 

Calvary is swarming with people. Everybody's attention is focused on three men nailed 

to crosses about 100 feet away. 

Immediately 

Jairus asks the Command Center for permission to move closer to the crosses. They 

grant it but tell him to stay inside the energy screen. 

Jairus moves closer. 

As he does, his eyes come to rest on Jesus. Suddenly something remarkable begins 
to happen. Jairus feels drawn to Jesus, as a tiny piece of metal is drawn to a magnet. 
He's deeply moved by the love radiating from Jesus. 
It's something he's never experienced before. 



Then, contrary to all his expectations, events on Calvary begin to unfold exactly 
as the Gospel describes them. Jairus is visibly shaken. 

The Command Center realizes this and fears he's becoming emotionally involved. They 
tell him to prepare for immediate return to the 20th century. 

Jairus protests, but to no avail. 

The return trip goes smoothly. When Jairus steps from the energy screen, it's 
clear he's a changed man. 

The author ends his story with this comment: "It was Christmas Eve and it was a lovely 
time to find a faith." 
The author probably had several points in mind in writing the story. 
One point, however, stands out above the rest. It's the deep impression Jesus makes 
on Jairus. 

The thing that impresses Jairus most isn't the suffering of Jesus. Rather, it's the 

love of Jesus. Love radiates from Jesus, 

as light radiates from the sun. 

The story of Jairus makes an important point: We shouldn't focus on the suffering of 

Jesus during the Holy Week ahead. What we should focus on is the love of Jesus that 

speaks to us through his suffering. 

The suffering of Jesus speaks to us about his love in three ways. 

First, it's a sign of love. 

It tells us in the most powerful way possible what Jesus told us in his lifetime; "The 

greatest love a person can have for his friends is to give his life for them."  

Second, the suffering of Jesus is an invitation to love. It says in the most powerful way 

possible what Jesus said so often in his lifetime: "Love one another, just as I love you."

 
 

Third, the suffering of Jesus is a revelation about love. It tells us that love entails 

suffering. 

Jesus stressed this in his lifetime, saying: 

"If anyone wants to come with me, he must forget himself, carry his cross, and 
follow me." Mark 8-34 

We need to stress this teaching of Jesus, just as Jesus did. 

We need to meditate on it more and more. It's a teaching we've almost forgotten. 



In our era of painkillers and instant gratification, we expect everything to be 
pain free. 

But this is impossible. 

Some things in life don't come pain free. 

They are painful by their nature. Consider a few examples. 

It's painful to try to rekindle a relationship that has begun to cool. 

It's painful to try to keep the lines of communication open with someone who doesn't 
listen to what we say. 

It's painful to try to deal with someone who is demanding to the point of being 

unreasonable. 

It's painful to try to face each day with courage in a world that's passed us by. 
You and I can't get into an energy screen and go back to Calvary this Holy Week. But we 
can meditate on the Holy Week gospel. We can retrace, spiritually, the Holy Week steps 
of Jesus. 

We can learn the lesson of love contained in the suffering of Jesus. 

We can learn that the suffering of Jesus is a sign of his love for us. 

"The greatest love a person can have for his friends," Jesus said, "is to give his life 
for them." 

We can learn that the suffering of Jesus is a revelation about love: true love 

always entails suffering. 

"If anyone wants to come with me," said Jesus, "he must forget himself, carry his 
cross, and follow me.'  

Finally, we can learn that the suffering of Jesus is an invitation to love our brothers and 

sisters. 

"Love one another," Jesus said, 

"just as I love you." 

This is the message contained in today's Passion Sunday readings. This is the 

lesson of love that Jesus wants to share with each of us in the week ahead. 
 

Let's close by paraphrasing a familiar prayer: 

 



'Lord teach us to love.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Teach us to love, as you loved us: 

to give and not to count the cost; 

 to fight and not to heed the wounds;                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

to toil and not to seek for rest;                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

to labor and not to ask for reward, except to know that we are doing your will." 

  


