
Pastor’s Corner – Reopening 
 
As you know, Governor Lamont has sanctioned the relaxing of the restrictions put in 
place during the COVID pandemic.  Beginning on May 19 – this Wednesday – social 
distancing guidelines have been eliminated, gathering sizes are no longer restricted, 
and the only requirement still in place is the wearing of facemasks indoors. 
Following this announcement, Archbishop Blair has said that churches will also return 
to full capacity without social distancing for all activities, but the wearing of facemasks 
still continues for indoor gatherings, including Mass. 
What does that mean for us here at Christ the King?  In brief, beginning next 
weekend, it means a return to mostly normal (pre-pandemic) liturgies.  Pre-
registration is a thing of the past.  All the entrances to our church will be open.  All 
seats will be open as well.  Holy water fonts will remain empty however. 
We will return to entrance and recessional processions.  Offertory collections will 
again be taken by ushers passing the basket.  However, there will not be an offertory 
procession.   
As masks are still required, Communion will continue as we have done it for more 
than a year now, but we will return to having people come forward beginning with the 
front pews.  You come before the priest or Eucharistic minister leaving your mask on, 
receive Communion in your hand, proceed to one of the colored squares in front of 
the first pew, remove your mask while facing forward, place the host in your mouth, 
put your mask back on, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 
While we will be ordering a limited number of hymnals, all music used each weekend 
can be found on our website and can be accessed from your smart device in church. 
Also beginning next weekend, the dispensation from attending Sunday Mass will no 
longer be in place.  That means that all Catholics have the obligation to come for 
Mass and receive our Lord in Holy Communion every week.  Of course, if you are 
ill, if you are at risk of being infected, or if you are homebound, then you are not 
obligated to attend. 
It is the Lord Jesus, in Holy Communion, that strengthens us to face the trials and 
tribulations of daily living, and so it is of utmost importance that we avail ourselves to 
this precious Sacrament weekly, allowing Jesus to lead us and guide us each and every 
day. 
We will still provide Communion at 9:00 each Sunday for those who cannot be in 
large gatherings of people. 
We thank Almighty God for having brought us to this day of reopening, and we 
continue to pray for all still affected by COVID around the world, for those working 
tirelessly to bring the vaccine to everyone, and for those who have died during this 
pandemic.  St. Joseph, the Unnoticed Worker, intercede for us!  


