PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday, December 29
Sunday, December 30
Monday, December 31
Tuesday, January 1

. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
. . . . . . .7:00 a.m.
. . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.

Wednesday, January 2

. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 3

. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.
. . . . . . . 7:30 p. m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a.m.
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.

Friday, January 4

Saturday, January 5

Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass
Morning Prayer
Communion Service

Food Pantry Closed
Morning Prayer
Mass - Mary The Holy Mother of God
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - NEW
YEAR’S DAY HOLIDAY
Mass
Food Pantry Closed
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Mass

Prayer Meeting - Church
Morning Prayer
Mass
Food Pantry Closed

. . . . . . 4:00-4:45 p.m. Confessions
. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Mass
NEXT SUNDAY READINGS:
Is:60:1-6: The new Jerusalem will shine in glory
Eph:3:2–3a, 5-6:The Gentiles are co-heirs in Christ
Mt:2 :1-12: The Magi come to adore Jesus
Reflection
One of the all-time great Christmas movies is It’s a
Wonderful Life! The classic scene is the final one. The
townspeople are gathering in George Bailey’s living room.
They’re pouring money onto a table, all with the intention
of rescuing George from financial ruin. It’s not long before
George’s brother enters the picture. Having heard of the
hard times George had been going through, he secured a
leave from the military, hopped a plane, and flew all day
and night to make it to Bedford Falls. He wanted to be of
help. Seeing the people and the mountain of money, he
raises his glass and toasts his brother: “To my brother
George, the richest man in the world!”
George Bailey was rich, all right, but not because he was
suddenly given money. He was rich because he had family
and friends who loved him and cared about him. There’s
much to be said for the benefits and blessings of family.
The Rich Rewards of Family
A recent study began with a search for the U.S. city that
had the lowest incidence of cancer and heart disease. The
winner was Rosetto, Pennsylvania. Experts descended
upon the city expecting to see a town populated by nonsmokers who ate the right foods, exercised, and kept close
track of their cholesterol. They discovered that most were
“none of the above.” They found instead that their good
health was tied to the close family bonds that prevailed
within that community. There’s much to be said for a close
and loving family. Copyright © 2003, World Library Publications. All
rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ST. RITA SOUVENIR BOOK: We are selling “St. Rita Souvenir
NOTE ON STEWARDSHIP
Book”, the cost is $15! Please contact Sebastian Lopez @808-224The ultimate aim of Saint Paul’s Letter to the Colossians is to
6691, for more information.
teach the community how to deepen its relationship with Christ
Jesus. His list of virtues summarizes the ideals o f c o mmunal
WORD OF LIFE: “Blessed Joseph, You took Mary and Jesus
stewardship: compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
into your home. You followed the prescripts of the Law,
presented Jesus in the Temple, taught him skills at the plane and patience. For Paul, practicing these virtues o pens our hearts to
the lathe, and, daily, you shared traditions which were built on Christ as individuals and as a worshiping community. This is
how the Christian community ought to live. This is how its
the covenants he came to fulfill. Hear the prayers of the
members should behave in their dealings with others, particularly
siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and entire families of
with fellow believers. As we approach a new year, how might we
children who have been adopted. May they be a source of
loving welcome and a fount of faith. Through Christ our Lord. embrace one of these virtues more fully in order to deepen our
(International Catholic
St. Joseph, descendant of David, pray for us.” USCCB Secretariat relationship with Jesus?
of Pro-Life Activities “Novena to St. Joseph for Those on the Path of
Adoption.”

WEEKLY READINGS
Dec 30 Sun: Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
1 Sam:1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 84: 1 John:3:1-2, 21-24; Lk:2:41-52
Dec 31 Mon: 7th Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
1 John:2:18-21; Ps:96:12, 11-12, 13; John:1:1-18
Jan 01 Tue: Mary The Holy Mother of God
Num:6:22-27; Ps:67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal:4:4-7; Lk:2:16-21
Jan 02 Wed: Saint Basil the Great & Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church
1 John:2:22-28;Ps: 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; John: 1:19-28
Jan 03 Thu: Christmas Weekday
1 John:2:29-3:6; Ps:98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; John:1:29-34
Jan 04 Fri: Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
1 John:3:7-10; Ps 98: , 7-8, 9; John:1:35-42
Jan 05 Sat: Saint John Neumann, Bishop
1 John:3:11-21; Ps 100: 1b-2, 3, 4, 5; John 1:43-51
Names
The Church has a long tradition of giving Mary names and of
naming things after her. Our Lady of the Prairie Church in Belle
Plaine, Minnesota is as pretty and home-like as Notre Dame de
Paris is grand. The Church’s litany of names for Mary seems
endless: Ark of the Covenant, Rose of Sharon, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help are but a few. But of all the titles and names, one
stands at the top of the list—Mary, Mother of God. Today the
Church celebrates Mary as the Mother of God.
Copyright © 2003, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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MARY THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Paul reminds us that Jesus came among us precisely this
way: as a man, born of a woman, obedient to the law.
Through this life salvation comes. Jesus’ life was part and
parcel of the life he found in that place as a child of that
mother. He learned and no doubt practiced the trade that
Joseph taught him. Jesus’ humble birth and upbringing in a
remote and inconsequential place seem to provide reasons
for doubt rather than faith.
Yet these simple facts of Jesus’ birth and obedience to the
law teach us the ways of God. Through Jesus’ earthly life
God’s saving power is available to us; indeed God is
available to us. The word Jesus, or Jehoshu’a in Hebrew,
shortened to Joshua, means “the Lord saves.” “Jesus” is the
English form of Joshua. By undertaking humanity,
salvation is made available to us, from the inside, as it
were. God’s light shines from within, not only from on high.
The title “Mother of God” was first used centuries after
Mary’s life on earth. The deeply felt yet unarticulated belief
in Jesus Christ as literally God-with-us was finally uttered
in 431. The proclamation of Jesus Christ as divine was
accompanied by a word that described Mary—the Greek
word theotokos, or “God-bearer.”
Mary reflected and pondered her whole life long and knew
finally and irrevocably that her greatest destiny and ours is
to surrender to the absolute mystery of God. Mary was the
one who bore God uniquely in giving birth to Jesus. She who
bore Jesus first gave herself to the absolute mystery of God.
So we honor Mary today as the “Mother of God,” the “Godbearer.” In honoring her Son as human and divine, we
honor her, for it is through her that God’s saving power has
entered the world and our lives. It remains for us on the
first day of this new year to ask ourselves how we can better
welcome the life of God in our lives and carry the light of
Christ into our world this year. Copyright © 2003, World Library
Publications. All rights reserved.

