
PARISH CALENDAR                            

Saturday, June 24 . . . . . .  5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, June 25  . . . . . . 7:00 a.m. Mass

 . . . . . . 9:00 a.m. Mass
. . . . . .  5:00 p.m. Mass  

Monday, June 26 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . .  8:00 a.m. Mass
. . . . . .  9:00-11:00 a.m. Food Pantry Open

Tuesday, June 27 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . .  8:00 a.m. Mass

Wednesday, June 28  . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . .  8:00 a.m. Mass

. . . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m. Food Pantry Open    
Thursday, June 29 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer

. . . . . . .  8:00 a.m. Mass

. . . . . . . 5:30 p. m. Feeding Menu - Chicken
Friday, June 30 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer

. . . . . . .  8:00 a.m. Mass

. . . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m. Food Pantry Open                       
Saturday, July 1 . . . . . . .4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession

. . . . . . .  5:00 p.m. Mass                                          

NEXT SUNDAY READINGS: 
Jer:20:10-13: Suffering Jeremiah laments and praises God.
Rom:5:12-15: Christ’s grace overshadows Adam’s sin.
Mt:10:26-33: Jesus counsels the apostles to not be afraid. 

Living Catholic in the 808
When Does Faith Disappears

Just in my own lifetime there has been an unprecedented decline in
the number of people who go to church regularly and, more
recently, an equally unprecedented spike in the number of people
who claim to have lost their faith completely and are now classified
under a religious category called, “None”.

But have these individuals really lost their faith? When they use the
word “None” to refer to their religious beliefs they generally explain
that with phrases to this effect: It doesn’t make sense to me
anymore! I’ve lost faith in religion and the church!  I can’t pretend
any longer!  I’m not sure whether or not I believe in God!

What’s common among all these phrases is the concept of “believing”
or “belief”: “I just don’t believe it anymore!” But is ceasing to believe
in something the same thing as losing one’s faith?  

Not necessarily. It can be one thing to no longer believe in
something, but it can be something quite different to lose one’s faith.
To cease believing in a set of faith propositions doesn’t necessarily
equate with losing one’s faith. Indeed, the loss of one’s belief system
is often the condition for a purified faith.

See the full May 22, 2017 column at www.ronrolheiser.com  for the
development of the difference between belief and faith.

Excerpt By: Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI
President, Oblate School of Theology

San Antonio, Texas

http://www.ronrolhei
/hich/af0/dbch/af37/loch/f0%20ser.com


ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUILDING FUND ASSISTANCE: St. Rita Church in critical
need of individuals willing to devote their time and talent to either
fund-raising and/or grant writing.  While Building Fund
donations continue to be truly impressive, we remain well short of
our ultimate capital requirements.  If any parish member or visitor
is willing to help, please speak with Deacon Hal or any Building
Committee member.  Mahalo!

PHOTOS REQUEST: We are trying to put together a
“memorial” book with photos from as far back as possible until
now of St. Rita Church, inside and out.  This book could be used as
a fund raising souvenir for all parishioners, local or visitors. 
Please send any photos you have, to Sebastian at
sebastianjflopez@gmail.com  or 808-224-6691.  The photos will
be scanned and returned quickly.  If you have any great stories to
add, these would also be appreciated.

PETE’S PENCE COLLECTION: Thank you for your generous
support in last week’s Peter’s Pence Collection!  Our contributions
will be combined with those from our brothers and sisters around
the world to help Pope Francis provide essential relief to people in
need.  If you missed the collection, it is not too late to give, visit
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and click on the “How to Give’
link on the left.

WORD OF LIFE:   “If someone we know has received a
prenatal diagnosis, let us ask the Holy Spirit to work through us. 
May the families of these little children be strengthened and
comforted by our affirmation of truth that their child’s life –
however long or short — is worth living” Supporting Families Who
Receive a Prenatal Diagnosis USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life
Activities.  www.goo.gl/5pFJ1f    

WEEKLY READINGS

Jun 25 Sun: 12  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

Jer:20:10-13; Ps 69; Rom:5:12-15; Mt: 10:26-33
Jun 26 Mon: Ordinary Weekday
Gn:12:1-9; Ps:33: 12-13, 18-19, 20 & 22; Mt:7:1-5
Jun 27 Tue: Ordinary Weekday
Gn:13:2, 5-18 Ps 16:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Mt:7: 6, 12-14
Jun 28 Wed: Irenaeus, bishop, martyr
Gn 15:1-12, 17-18: Ps 105: 1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mt:7:15-20
Jun 29 Thur: Peter and Paul, apostles
Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9;  Tim:4:6-8, 17-18;  Mt:
16:13-19
Jun 30 Fri: Ordinary Weekday
Gn:17:1, 910, 15-22; Ps:128: 1-2, 3, 4-5; Mt: 8:1-4
Jul 01 Sat: Ordinary Weekday
Gn:8: 1-15; Lk 1: 46-47, 48-49, 50 & 53, 54-55; Mt: 8:5-17

 

NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP 

Jesus minces no words with his disciples: If we acknowledge
Jesus publicly, Jesus will remember us before God, our
Father.  If we deny Jesus, he will forget us.  It is very rare
that a Christian will denounce Jesus publicly.  But we can
deny Jesus in more subtle ways.  There are many people who
conveniently forget all about Jesus Christ and the work of his
Kingdom in their daily lives, in moments of weakness,
spiritual immaturity or when times get tough.  Good
stewards strengthen their confession of Christ by praying
and attending Mass regularly, examining their lives and
going to confession frequently, and reminding themselves
daily that Christ resides in them.  Take a look at your own
daily life.  Do you acknowledge Christ before others?  How
often do you remind yourself that Jesus lives in you?  
(International Catholic Stewardship Council e-Bulletin)

TOUGH TIMES
For a lot of folks these are tough times. Some families

are unable to afford health care or housing. Some people
have lost high-paying jobs and are out of work for the first
time in their lives. Others are caught in a whirlwind of ever-
increasing activity, addiction, or abuse that dominates their
lives. People of color still face oppression. Many seniors
suffer from loneliness and poverty. Around the globe people
are suffering from great pain, disease, malnutrition, and
war.

Even so, the scriptures for this Sunday give cause for
hope for all who are going through tough times. In the midst
of his suffering, Jeremiah finds hope in his knowledge that
the Lord “rescued the life of the poor / from the power of the
wicked!” (Jeremiah 20:13). Likewise the psalmist can endure
persecutions because he knows “the LORD hears the poor”
(Psalm 69:34).

BE NOT AFRAID
In the course of this short selection from

Matthew’s Gospel Jesus tells the Twelve three times not to be
afraid. Both the disciples and Jesus will soon encounter
suffering and death. Jesus reminds them, and us, of our
Father’s eternally powerful love that will not abandon us in
the tough times. That is the grace that “overflow[ed] for the
many,” in “the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ”
(Romans 5:15).

This message of hope is not meant to be kept to
ourselves. Like the apostle Paul, we are to communicate that
good news to all who may be experiencing tough
times—through our actions as well as our words. Jesus
proved the truth of his words by his saving death on the
cross. What about us? When we calm others’ fears, telling
them not to be afraid, that everything will work out in the
end, are those just empty words? Or do we follow up with
actions that prove our words to be true? How might you help
someone through tough times this week?
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