PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday, August 12
Sunday, August 13

. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
. . . . . . 7:00 a.m.
. . . . . . 9:00 a.m.
. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . 8:00 a.m.
. . . . . . 9:00-11:00 a.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . 8:00 a.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a.m.
. . . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a.m.
. . . . . . . 7:30 p. m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a.m.

Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass
Monday, August 14
Morning Prayer
Mass
Food Pantry Open
Tuesday, August 15
Morning Prayer
Mass
Wednesday, August 16
Morning Prayer
Mass
Food Pantry Open
Thursday, August 17
Morning Prayer
Mass
Prayer Meeting - Church
Friday, August 18
Morning Prayer
Mass
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - ADMISSION DAY HOLIDAY
FOOD PANTRY CLOSED
Saturday, August 19
. . . . . . .4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
. . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Mass
NEXT SUNDAY READINGS:
Isaiah:56:1, 6-7: “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.”
Rom:11:13-15, 29-32: Paul is called to bring the good news to the Gentiles.
Mt:15:21-28: Jesus responds to the outsider Canaanite woman.
Living Catholic in the 808
A Willingness to Witness
Did you know. . . that ever since Vatican II and the pontificate of
Paul VI, the church has revamped its evangelizing approach? Now
it is the business of all Catholics, not just priest and religious.
Moreover, we are to spread the Good News intelligently, carefully
fertilizing the soil for its receptions, and gently coaxing growth with
new approaches.
Chief among these approaches is the willingness to witness to the
faith of the church in one’s own life, so that others who see it are
attracted to it because they see that it undergirds that
attractiveness. In word and deed, evangelizers are like good
gardeners, tilling the soil of faith with love and respect for growing
things.
Moreover, we do not expect others (or ourselves!) To hold a belief
simply because “the church says so.” Beliefs are earned by reading,
listening and thinking. We and those we evangelize, those for whom
we help cultivate their soil, are called to understand the faith as
intelligent creatures made in the image and likeness of God. This is
what it means to be catechized, to be formed in the faith.
What have you done this past week to witness your faith? What
have you done in word and deed that others could be attracted to?
What will you do today?
Dcn. Michael Ross
St. Michael the Archangel Parish
Kailua - Kona, HI

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION: Aloha e na ohana!
Registration for the 2017-2018 Religious Education school year
will began, last weekend. Come and talk story with Karen after
mass. Our RE year will begin on Catechetical Sunday,
September 17. Mahalo!

NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP

Today ‘s Gospel reveals what miraculous things can happen
when one embraces a single-minded faith in Jesus Christ.
Peter gets out of a wind-tossed boat when the Lord calls him.
His faith is tested by his obedience to Jesus who is calling
R. C. I. A - Do you or someone you know want to become a
him out onto the water. In the midst of the waves and the
Catholic? Do you or someone you know want to complete the
wind, Peter gets out of the boat and walks toward Jesus.
Catholic Sacraments of Initiation (baptism, communion,
Good stewards heed Christ’s call to them. Sometimes that
confirmation)? Do you want to do your part fulfilling the Church’s call directs them to take on seemingly impossible challenges.
evangelization goals? The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
This week, reflect on how the Lord could be calling you out of
(or RCIA for short) is the process the Catholic Church uses to
the safety of your own “boat” to take on the impossible.
achieve these goals for those who desire to participate and become (International Catholic Stewardship Council e-Bulletin)
candidates. Here’s a few details of the program:
WHAT’S WHAT
1) St. Rita's RCIA program will begin Sept 24, 2017.
Today’s passage from Matthew’s Gospel is loaded
2) RCIA candidates will meet roughly every other Sunday night
with many symbols and details. Our familiarity with the tale
at 7:00 pm in the St. Francis Trailer or church.
of the calming of the sea and Peter’s rescue may lull us into
3) RCIA sessions will last for 1.5 hours. These sessions will be
based on adult learning principles, with candidate participation overlooking them, or we may simply be unfamiliar with their
meaning. Here are things to note: Jesus makes the disciples
a must. However, there will be no formal text or homework.
4)RCIA candidates will participate in some or all of the following get into the boat, so there is distance between him and them;
the boat, in the Gospels, is always a code word for the
ceremonies leading up to the Easter Vigil mass: a. Rite of
church; Jesus goes up a mountain to pray, the place of
Acceptance (beginning of Advent) b. Rite of Election (beginning
closeness to God (also the place, in Matthew’s Gospel, where
of Lent) c. RCIA Scrutinies (during Lent) If you or someone you
know is interested, please call our RCIA Director (Don Gerry, 489- Jesus teaches the Beatitudes); the wind and stormy seas can
be conquered only by God, as chaos was conquered at
9529)"
creation; Jesus, in prayer to God, is able to know the trouble
of his followers, his church, in the boat, even though he is
WORD OF LIFE: “”God loves us, treats us with respect, and
separated from them by a great distance. Matthew packs all
asks us to do the same with others. . . No one should ever be
these details and symbols into a handful of sentences, yet
treated callously or carelessly — everyone should be cherished
they are all vital to our understanding of this passage
and protected.” Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, Chairman USCCB
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, 2016 Respect Life Month Statement
and—more importantly—for our own growth in faith as a
https://goo.gl/sAeD1G.
church.
WEEKLY READINGS
WHO’S WHO
Aug 13 Sun: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Throughout the Gospels and all of the New
1 Kgs:19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85; Rom:9:1-5; Mt: 14:22-33
Testament, Peter stands as an emblem for the whole church.
Aug 14 Mon: Maximilian Kolbe, priest and martyr
He is a mixture of faith and fearfulness, expresses profound
Dt:10:12-22; Ps:141: 12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mt:17:22–27
belief in yet also cruel denial of Christ. Peter is the saint and
Aug 15 Tue: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
the sinner that every baptized member of the church is.
Rv:11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14;1 Cor: 15:20-27 Today he leaps forward in exuberant faith, but caves in to
Lk:1: 39-56
the tempest tossing him about. He musters enough faith to
Aug 16 Wed: Ordinary Weekday
cry out his need for salvation, as we all must. And then
Dt: 34:1-12; Ps 66: 1-3a, 5 & 8, 16-17; Mt:18:15-20
Christ, who called him through the storm, identifies himself
Aug 17 Thur: Ordinary Weekday
by saying (literally, in the Greek text), “I Am”—as God was
Jos:3:7-10, 11, 13-17; Ps 114: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt: 18:21-19:1
revealed to Moses. Christ, divinely unfazed by the petty
Aug 18 Fri: Ordinary Weekday
storms that terrify his church, always stands ready to reach
Jos:24:1-13; Ps:136: 1-3, 16-18, 21-22 & 24; Mt: 19:3–12
out to those he has called when they cry for help. “Lord, save
Aug 19 Sat: Ordinary Weekday
me!” was on Peter’s lips that morning, as it has been on the
Jos:24:14-29; Ps 16: 1-2a, & 5, 7-8, 11; Mt: 19:13-15
lips of countless Christians throughout the centuries. And
Christ still reaches out to us, his church being tossed about,
to take us by the hand and reply, “Do not be afraid”
(Matthew 14:27).

