
                          PARISH CALENDAR

Saturday, December 1 . . . . . . 5:00 p.m. Mass, Aloha Sunday
Sunday, December 2 . . . . . . .7:00 a.m. Mass, Aloha Sunday

. . . . . . 9:00 a.m. Mass, Aloha Sunday

. . . . . . 10:45 a. m. Religious Education

. . . . . . 5:00 p.m. Mass, Aloha Sunday
Monday, December 3 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer

. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Mass
                 . . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.  Fo0d Pantry Open

Tuesday, December 4 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Mass
. . . . . . . 7:00 p. m. Advent Reconciliation Service - Church

Wednesday, December 5 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Mass
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.  Food Pantry Open     
. . . . . . . 7:00 p. m. Advent - Stewardship Workshop

Thursday, December 6 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Mass
. . . . . . . 7:30 p. m. Prayer Meeting - Church

Friday, December 7 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Mass
. . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.   Food Pantry Open    

Saturday, December 8 . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Immaculate Conception Mass
. . . . . . 4:00-4:45 p. m. Confession
. . . . . . . 5:00 p.m. Mass  

NEXT SUNDAY READINGS: 
Bar:5:1-9: A message of hope to those in exile
Phil: 1:4–6, 8-11: The imprisoned Paul writes of hope for Christians
Lk:3:1-6: John proclaims hope for the coming of a savior

                               

Future Hope

Today’s readings assure us that we are people who
hear the melody of the future. They call us to rejoice,
even in the face of our failures, because we know that
God will not fail us. They encourage us to plan for the
future, because we are certain that God will not dash
our hopes. They exhort us to work for the promise of a
better tomorrow, because we are absolutely convinced
that today God is fulfilling promises and acting on our
behalf. The “Son of Man” is coming and has come. Our
hope and hopeful way of living can make for a brighter
future for all who seek him.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: Support the
Retirement Fund for Religious.  A donor writes, “Your flyer touched
my heart –seeing the retired religious, such memories surfaced.” 
Do you remember the sisters, brothers, or religious order priests
who made a positive difference in your life?  Today many are elderly
and need assistance.  Their religious communities struggle to meet
retirement needs while continuing to serve the People of God. 
Please give to next week’s special collection.

ADVENT “SPIRITUAL STEWARDSHIP” WORKSHOP:
Mark your calendars for the Wednesday of Advent, December 5th,
December 12th & December 19th(7 pm - 8:30 pm) for our
Spiritual Stewardship Workshop given by Mark Clark of the Diocese
of Honolulu, he is the Director of Stewardship & Development.
Come, learn and pray about Stewardship in your life.  

WORD OF LIFE: “Every life is a good and perfect gift.  Many
know this on an intellectual level, but those who love someone with
a disability see it in their loved one’s face in a particular way.  Our
love for our children has nothing to do with their abilities.  We love
them simply because of who they are, and understanding this
teaches us how to truly love everyone.”  - “USCCB Secretariat of Pro-
Life Activities “ A Perfect Gift.”  www.usccb.org/perfect-gift 

WEEKLY READINGS

Dec 2 Sun: 1st Sunday of Advent
Jer:33:14-16; Ps:25; 1 Thes:3:12-4:2; Lk:21:25-28, 34-36
Dec 3 Mon: Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
Isa:2:1-5; Ps:122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mt:8:5-11
Dec 4 Tue: Advent Weekday
Isa:11:1-10; Ps:72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Lk:10:21-24
Dec 5 Wed: Advent Weekday
Isa:25:6-10a; Ps:23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mt:15:29-37
Dec 6 Thu: Advent Weekday
Isa:26:1-6; Ps: 118: 1 & 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; Mt:7:21, 24-27
Dec 7 Fri: Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor
Isa:29:17-24; Ps 27: 1, 4, 13-14; Mt:9:27-31
Dec 8 Sat: Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Gen:3:9-15, 20; Ps:98; Eph:1:3-6, 11-12; Lk:1:26-38

Reflection

Interestingly enough, today’s readings, all pointing to the end
times, have much to offer for us who are living in the present.
Like the entire Advent season, they impart a joyous spirit. They
buoy us up. They ask that we have an attentive joyfulness about
ourselves, an attitude that is anchored in the knowledge and
faith that Jesus has already won salvation for us, and that the
Messiah is already among us.
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All three of today’s readings are intimations of
mortality—not just our personal mortality, but that of all
things. All three readings call us to remember that time has
a terminus. Now this is not something we tend to or like to
think about. Still, it is something important to ponder. Each
reading, in its own way, cautions us against dark days
coming. Even so, each reading offers bright rays of hope.

Writing approximately six centuries before Christ, Jeremiah
pens his message just prior to the destruction of Jerusalem.
Jeremiah’s readers must have felt that the end was near at
hand. They were a broken and bewildered people. They
needed consolation and hope. Jeremiah’s words offer both.

The prophet turns the people’s eyes—no matter the darkness
they see around them—to a day of brightness. Even though
their enemies are preparing to plow them under, the
prophet declares that a shoot shall sprout and flourish.
Even though the people stand all but defenseless before their
foes, Jeremiah assures them that God will shield them, that
Jerusalem will stand secure, that God’s promises will be
fulfilled, that God’s justice, which is beyond understanding,
will prevail.

In the second reading, Paul urges living in hope, hope
enfleshed in the hands-on love of neighbor. As Paul points to
the coming of the Lord, he calls on God to ground us solidly
in justice and blamelessness against that coming. Paul
wants us to understand that, as followers of Christ, God
calls us out of self-centeredness and into relationship with
God and other people. Conducting ourselves “to please God,”
then, means being a people of hope, a people living in a just
relationship with God and others, so that we will be ready,
“blameless in holiness” at the “coming of our Lord Jesus.”

If the first two readings haven’t drawn our attention to this
Sunday’s eschatological thrust, the Gospel certainly does.
Luke portrays Jesus prophesying the end times and his
coming again. Signs and wonders will accompany them,
causing apprehension and anxiety. Yet Jesus exhorts hope.
His message is not to run and hide, but to hold up our heads
in attention and anticipation of the coming of justice and
salvation. Thus, although the Gospel begins with images of
cosmic chaos, it ends by painting a picture of self-possession
and confidence in God.Copyright © 2003 World Library
Publications. All rights reserved.

http://www.lovermoredeeply.org/
http://shar.es/g7lOH
http://www.usccb.org/perfect
http://www.usccb.org/end-of-life-considerations
http://bit.ly/2NkMNzd

