
                          PARISH CALENDAR

Saturday, December 22 . . . . . . 5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, December 23 . . . . . . .7:00 a.m. Mass

. . . . . . 9:00 a.m. Mass

. . . . . . 5:00 p.m. Mass
Monday, December 24 . . . . . . . 5:30 a. m. Mass - Breakfast Pot-luck

. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer

. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Mass
                 . . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.  Fo0d Pantry Closed

. . . . . . . 6:00 p. m. CHRISTMAS OHANA MASS

. . . . . . .11:00 p. m. CHRISTMAS EVENING MASS
Tuesday, December 25 . . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. CHRISTMAS MASS

. . . . . . .10:00 a. m. CHRISTMAS MASS
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, December 26 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Communion Service

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.  Food Pantry Closed    

Thursday, December 27 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Communion Service
. . . . . . . 5:30 p. m. Feeding Menu - Kalua Pig/Cabbage

Friday, December 28 . . . . . . . 7:45 a.m. Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m. Communion Service
. . . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.   Food Pantry Closed  
. . . . . . .6:30 p. m. Youth Night - Pot Luck

Saturday, December 29 . . . . . . 4:00-4:45 p. m. Confession
. . . . . . . 5:00 p.m. Mass  

NEXT SUNDAY READINGS: 
1 Sm:1:20-22, 24-28: Hannah offers her only child, Samuel, as a gift to the Lord
Col: 3:12-17: Living as a family and a community
Lk:2:41-52: Jesus’ parents find him in the Temple among the teachers

                               

Elizabeth asks how she can possibly be so blessed as to be part of such a
great grace and privilege. If we read on in the Gospel of Luke, we see
that Mary doesn’t answer this question, because it is unanswerable.
Rather, Mary joins in the song of praise. To her is attributed the prayer
of praise we have come to know as the Magnificat. If we refer back to the
first reading, we can imagine Bethlehem, that little town, also asking
itself, “Who are we to receive the Son of Man?” Who indeed? Bethlehem,
Elizabeth, Mary—all are the focus of God’s attention and love. All are the
tracings of God’s lines.

And this is just the beginning. The very earth is the focus of God’s
attention. All people are invited to follow the will of God. “Will” is a hard
word for us sometimes, for we frequently equate it with a kind of power
that scares us. We tend to resist what we take to be the strong will of
another. But the will of God is another matter entirely. This “will” of God
is not God’s pushiness or need to control the world and everyone in it.
Rather God’s will is God’s desire, God’s best wish for us. We see in the
second reading that Jesus came to bring to fullness God’s desire or
“will.” And this will, as we see in the first reading, is our peace and our
joy.

It is no surprise that the responsorial psalm asks that our faces be
turned to God and that we receive the salvation prophesied by Micah,
anticipated by Elizabeth and Mary, and finally in the fullness of time,
brought by Jesus, whose face most surely was turned toward his Father.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
ST. RITA SOUVENIR BOOK: We are pre-selling “St. Rita
Souvenir Book” the cost is $15!  Please contact Sebastian Lopez @
808-226-6691, for more information.

WORD OF LIFE: “To couples who cannot have children of their
own, you are no less loved by God: your love for each other is
complete and fruitful when it is open to others.”  Pope Saint John
Paul II, February 13, 1982 Homily. © Libreria Editrice Vaticana. 
Used with permission.  www.goo.gl/jLDs4e 

WEEKLY READINGS

Dec 23 Sun: 4th Sunday of Advent
Mi:5:1-4a; Ps:80; Heb:10:5-10; Lk:1:39-45
Dec 24 Mon: Advent Weekday
2 Sam:7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps:89:2-3, 4-5, 27 & 29; Lk:1:67-79
Dec 25 Tue: Christmas Day
Isa:62:11-12; Ps:97:1, 6, 11-12; Titus: 3:4-7; Lk:2:15-20
Dec 26 Wed: Saint Stephen, The First Martyr
Acts:6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps:31:3cd-4, 6 & 8ab, 16bc & 17;
Mt:10:17-22
Dec 27 Thu: Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
1 Jn:1:1-4; Ps: 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn:20:1a, 2-8
Dec 28 Fri: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
1 Jn:1:5-2:2; Ps 124: 2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt:2:13-18
Dec 29 Sat: 5th Day within the Octave of the Nativity of
the Lord
1 Jn:2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk:2:22-35

   

God’s Crooked Lines

An old saying reminds us that God writes straight with crooked
lines. We are caught off-guard and surprised when the most
unexpected places and people are the locus of God’s presence.
The anxious planners and manipulators are disconcerted when
they find that what they thought were the straightest lines were
not the best lines. The high and mighty are threatened. Those
who see are amazed and grateful.  Copyright © 2002, World Library
Publications. All rights reserved.

NOTES ON STEWARDSHIP

As we draw close to the great Feast of the Nativity, we hear
the bold stewardship proclamation twice in today’s second
reading from the Letter to the Hebrews: “Behold, I come to
do your will, O God!”  Who is this Jesus?  Who are we that
we should follow him?  Many want him as a friend, a guide
a king, an advocate.  We long to see the face of God.  Jesus
reveals the nature of God, the servant sent to give us new
life in Him.  Take time to ponder:  Do we have the courage
to follow Jesus?  To show others the face of God?  To say to
the Lord: “Behold, I come to do your will?” 

CHRISTMAS DAY:
In today’s Christmas Mass at dawn we hear from the Gospel
reading that God has entered quietly into the world.  Not
into the great city of Jerusalem, but into a small village
about five miles south.  Not into a noble family, but to an
outcast couple keeping the newborn in a manger.  Not
announced by royal edicts, but to common shepherds, the
first human heralds of Christ’s birth.  As Christian stewards
we simply allow Christ to live in us no matter what our
circumstances happen to be.  We allow Christ to share his
love with us and reflect that love out to others.  We now are
the heralds of Christ’s Incarnation.  What an unimaginable
gift from a generous Lord.  Good stewards rejoice in this
gift and give glory to God.  (International Catholic

Stewardship Council)      
                                   

CHRISTMAS REFLECTION

It’s Christmas. And once again we choose to rejoice. Like the
rejected couple and the poor shepherds in the Gospel
reading, like the besieged and frightened Israelites, we
choose to glorify God for the birth of the Savior, the light in
our darkness. How can we rejoice in the face of all the
trouble that surrounds us? And yet, how can we not rejoice
when we remember all that God has done in Jesus Christ?

Jesus showed us the depth of God’s passionate zeal for us.
God’s powerful passion for us brought the Lord of Hosts to
share our trials as the poorest of the poor and to save us
from our suffering by his suffering. We choose joyful hope
because we believe that what God has done once, God is
doing now and will do again. God is with us to save us here
and now, no matter how troubled the world may be, in
Jesus Christ. Confident in God’s passionate zeal for all
creation, we join “heaven and nature” in rejoicing over the
“wonders of his love.”

Joy to the World
“The Lord is come! Let heaven and nature sing!” No
Christmas carol captures better the spirit of Christmas than
“Joy to the World.” On this great feast, no matter how deep
our darkness, we choose to rejoice in confident hope at the
birth of the Savior and Light of the World. Copyright © 2002,
World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

http://www.lovermoredeeply.org/
http://shar.es/g7lOH
http://www.goo.gl/jLDs4e
http://www.usccb.org/respect-life-reflection

